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PREFACE. 



While the return of winter's gloom pre- 
sents the pubhc with a variety of poetic 
eflfusions, and chronological digests; while 
the whole range of nature, rocks, earth, 
and skies, geologically, botanically, and as- 
tronomically are put under unceasing con- 
tribution, year by year, to supply often- 
times the same food disguised under dif- 
ferent sauces ; whence does it arise that the 
East, the land of improvisatori and of 
prodigies, has never yet been called upon 
to pour forth her potent spells, to attract 
the idle and amuse the grave; especially 
at the recurrence of a season so pecuharly 




framed for the relish of Arabia's glowing 
narrations. The adventures and calamities 
herein disclosed were intended to beguile 
the season of wintry darkness and storm. 
They are the traditions of wild and savage 
mountains, where the wonders of such 
scenes are not considered matters of im- 
probability ; and where many a monster, as 
remorseless as Hassun Suba, triumphs in 
his successful crimes: at least it would 
appear that such practices are still known 
in the East, from the following notice, 
extracted from the Asiatic Journal of 
May, 1823. 

" The tribe of Bramiiis, called Caradu, 
have a custom of yearly sacrificing a 
young Bramin, of a different sect, to their 
household god Suctee, who delights in 
human blood, and who is represented with 
three fiery eyes. A feast is prepared for 
the whole family, and an intoxicating drug 
mixed with the food of the unsuspecting 



IL 



victim, who has probably been treated 
with the greatest kindness for months, 
and sometimes years ; in one or two in- 
stances, it has been known that the 
daughter has been given in marriage to 
lull him into entire security. As soon as 
the eifect of the drug appears, the master 
leads him alone to his idol, takes an 
opportunity unawares to cut his throat, 
then collecting the blood into a bowl, he 
first strikes the Ups of his god, and 
sprinkles it over his dead victim, after 
which the body is put into a hole dug at 
the foot of his idol. The night is then 
passed in joy and gladness, under the 
entire persuasion of tlie favour of his deity 
being propitiated towards him for the 
space of twelve years." 

Leaving tliese horrible transactions to 
the guilt and darkness which most befits 
them, it may be doubted whether the very 
extraordinary rise and character of the 
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CHAPTER I. 



*^ Whose game was empire, and whose stakes were thrones, 
Whose table, earth — whose dice were human bones !^ 



I'* 



Th£ prophet Mahommed spoke to Arabia the 
words of his mission ; he inscribed them as with a 
beam of light, in the sentences of the Koran, and 
it converted the East ; the sword of Khaled worked 
the will of the prophet, and the times and the 
seasons were ripe for him. Arabia, distracted by 
family feuds, and overspread by idolatrous pagans, 
sighed for a teacher s^nd a deliverer. The Sabean 
faith, which worshipped the sun and the moon in 
their brightness, had become, in this its native soil, 
darkened and obscured ; and the stars in the courses 
of heaven scarcely exceeded in number the disso- 
nant jargon and conflicting doctrines of their astro- 
logical diviners. The fires of Zoroaster yet burned 
in his caves, but no longer to show the secrets of 
his wisdom ; the sacred caverns, and their altars of 
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living rock, were polluted by horrid rites of lust, 
obscenity, and of blood ; false doctrines darkened 
the whole land, and vain traditions split it into as 
many communities as there were cities, and into as 
many parties and factions as there were families ; 
and thus Arabia shed her noblest blood like water 
in a smes of ignoble contests. 

Yet Arabia'^s sons were bold, fiery, and free ; 
they had broken off the yoke of Iran from their 
necks. As their matchless steeds, they were ready 
to rush into action, and to defy opposition, danger, 
and death; and when moulded into one race by 
the all-powerful voice of the prophet, not the 
lighted brand more swiftly ignites 'the prepared 
train, than their winged bands prepared to conquer, 
and to spread the doctrines of Islamism. And what 
could the sons of Arabia object to these wondrous 
tenets? they blended the beautiful and sublime 
pictures of her earliest patriarchal times with the 
words of Mousa. The past as well as the present 
fates and destinies of man, to their eyes, were in- 
scribed on the pages of the book of the Mussul- 
man's creed ; and with the sword in one hand, and 
the Eor^n in the other, the fiery and enthusiastic 
Arab, neither baffled nor deterred by insult or 
opposition, by difficulty or danger, daringly rose 
to those powerful efforts which fixed the faith of 
Mahommed and the caliph's throne supreme over 
the East. 
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The great empires of Parthia and of Rome fell 
prostrate before the successors of the prophet ; and 
Abubekr, Omar, and Othman, in twenty-tbree 
years only, conquered Arabia, Egypt, Syria, 
Persia, Armenia, and Kordssan. 

Happy for Islam's disciples had the fount kept 
pure; but the cruel treatment of Ali, the son- 
in-law and amiable companion of the prophet, pre- 
pared a stumbling block, which then, and ever 
since, has caused torrents of blood to flow. Ali 
the Magnanimous should have succeeded to the 
vacant authority, but Ayesha, the widow of the 
prophet, the mother of the faithful, fostered an 
hatred against Ali, which no kindness could mollify, 
no length of time subdue. She persuaded the 
venerable Abubekr to seize the vacant throne ; she 
substituted in the succession, after his decease, 
Omar and Othman ; and when at length Ali, the 
most amiable of men, took possession of the long- 
delayed sceptre, it was impoisoncd by revolts fos- 
tered by Ayesha's malice, and very soon closed in 
blood, by the assassination of AJi, and the murder 
of his two exemplary and beloved sons Hussain 
and Hassan. 

The ambitious Moawiyah, descended from Abu 
Sofian, the uncle and the bitterest enemyof Mahom- 
med, finally obtained the vacant throne, and exer- 
cised his unrelenting cruelty on the friends and 

[herents of Ali. Out of the stock of Sofian came 
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the persecutor of the prophet's race ; and out of 
the usurpation of Moawijah, which grounded itself 
on the obtrusive line of the predecessors of Ali, 
grew those acts of cruelty which made the sweet- 
ness of his feelings, and the amiability of his sons, 
establish an impression certainly in a very slight 
degree only inferior to that of tlie prophet himself. 
In Persia the name and sayings of Ali are vene- 
rated most sacredly, and it is owing much to her 
feelings of a benefit conferred; for when she saw 
her provinces conquered by her Arab foes, her 
cities plundered, her children dragged into cap- 
tivity, and Yezdegerid, the last of her monarchs of 
tlie Sasianian race, vanquished in battle and slain ; 
80 indiscriminate was the spoiler's cruelty, that even 
Sheria Banii, the daughter of the mighty Persian 
monarch, was cxliibited for sale as a slave. in the 
streets of Medina. The noble heart of Ali re- 
proached the invaders for their abuse of victory, and 
taking pity on such a drooping floweret, he imme- 
diately married her to his second son Kuss^. 
Persia, devoted to Ali and his race, has ever up- 
iield his cl^ms and his doctrines against the ene- 
mies of his power and life. Zealous Shiites them- 
selves, they hate the Turks, their opponents, called 
the Boonites, whom they designate by that term as 
traditionista ; the gilded dome of Musjid AH shines 
in honour of their great and beloved teacher ; and 
jfearly does Persia vfeep over his misfortunes, and 



inextinguisliable is tlie hate between Persia, who 
venerates Ali, and the Ottomans, who reject his 
claims. 

The house of Moawiyah, it is true, wielded the 
power of Mahommod for a course of seventy years, 
but neither the golden steptre nf their rule, nor the 
robe of power, could ward off the blows of ad- 
versity. Rebellions, wars, and tumults disturbed 
their peace, and most of the caliphs were mere 
phantoms of power, and perished by the sword or 
by assassination. So rapid were the changes exhi- 
bited by the troubles of these times, that they 
scarcely averaged eight years for each sovereign of 
the race of Moawiyah, until Mirvan the Second, 
in the third year of his disastrous rule, lost his 
throne and his hfe in a bloody battle against 
his rival competitor Abul Abbas; and so tremen- 
dous were the persecutions and slaughters which 
followed, that the descendants of Moawiyah, or as 
they are sometimes termed, " the Oniniiade race," 
were entirely extirpated from the East, and that 
once flourishing family were reduced to a single 
feeble individual. He, led by the star of destiny 
into Spain, renewed there the glories of the eastern 
throne, and made Cordova as splendid as the far- 
famed city of Bagdad. 

Notwithstanding dissension and civil war had 
thus raged, yet the tide of success which bore along 
triumphantly the doctrines of Islamism had not 
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slackened; Turkestan, Tartary, and even a por- 
tion of India embraced the prophet's Mth ; and 
the horsemen of tlie desert flew as bands of locusts, 
wining their clustering flights over the furthest 
extremities of the East. 

By the wonderful march of destiny which spread 
the warriors of the desert on their winged steeds of 
fire, resistless over every region, the proud family 
of the Abassidfe beheld themselves possessed of 
Azerbi^n, Armenia, Mesopotamia, Mosul, Hejaz, 
and Basra; Persia, Khorassan, Scindc, and India; 
Syria, Arabia, Egypt, and Africa — so extensive was 
the empire, so numerous the re^ons and kingdoms 
acknowledging the supremacy of the caliph's 
throne. 

If her arms shed such radiance on the sons of 
Arabia, not less did knowledge and science brightly 
distinguish her land ; amid, however, much to ad- 
mire, her fervid enthusiasm and imaginative tem- 
perament led her sons to devote themselves to oc- 
cult sdences ; magic reigned in the recesses of her 
wild deserts, as well as in her schools. In the 
province of Djibel el Kacim is Al-Giuf ; its inha- 
bitants are dreaded tliroughout Arabia. In the 
savage and sterile district of the Schammar moun- 
tains, which rivals Lebanon in its forests and its 
vast extent, arose the sect of the Karmates, or of 
Karmath, as early as the I'iSth Hegira of the 
prophet, who assumed the alarming privilege of 
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overrulJEg the laws of nature. Dark are the 
scenes of the guilty race, aad mysterious the de- 
signs of the Dom-daniel sorcerers, the dreadful 
scourge of Africa, Stubhornly they repelled the 
vengeance of the Abassida^, and many were the 
machinations whereby they repaid their injuries 
even on their sceptered persecutors. 

Tiie great HarQn al Rascliid put forth the ex- 
tent of his power to extirpate the entire race from 
his empire ; the cause of his animosity may be traced 
in the very important influence which the IsmaeliaiiJ: 
attained even in the time of Omar, the second suc- 
cessor of Mahommed. The colour which tradition 
threw over the last hours of his predecessors, might 
also somewhat tinge tlie mind of Harun, and infix 
therein a suspicion which rankled in secret. 

Abul Abbas al Saffah, the shedder of blood, the 
conqueror of Mirvan, soon was summoned away to 
a higher throne to answer for the copious torrenti 
which ambition had urged him to pour forth, Al 
Mansur succeeded, and the singular revolt of a sect 
called the Rawandians surprized him reposing tran- 
quilly in his palace at his capital city Hasheymiyah, 
and not willi standing the fortress-strength of his 
abode, and the brave defence of its walls, he was 
indebted for the preservation of his life and liis race 
solely to the romantic generosity and valour of Maan 
Ebn Zaidat, a proscribed and condemned adherent 
<tf the ruined Ommiades ; bursting from his con- 
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cealment upon the tidings of the danger surround- 
ing Al Mansur, he so unexpectedly assaulted the 
enemy that he slew above six thousand of the rebels, 
and rescued the calipli ; the generosity of Maan, 
who at the period of this noble action was proscribed 
by Al Mansur, has passed into a proverb, and the 
Abassidffi sovereigns saw in the revolt a spirit 
of enthusiastic fervour capable of breaking through 
all the guards and fences of their supreme power. 
Al Mansur therefore removed his royal seat to the 
banks of the Tigris, and there founded Bagdad, 
calling it Dar el Salen, the city or sojourn of 
peace. 

Here Harun al Raschid, who succeeded to the 
throne, became the distinguished patron of arts and 
of letters, and exalted the fame of Arabia to as high 
a pitch of glory in the sciences, as she already had 
rendered herself by her extensive conquests. In 
conformity with tlie bend of his fervid and brilliant 
imagination, the caliph delighted in wonders, and 
sought for prodigies, while, by a singular caprice, 
he proscribed and condemned to death the race who 
alone claimed the privilege of working them. 

Notwithstanding the vigour of his rule, he could 
not clear liis dominions from secret associations, ur 
&om pretenders to supernatural powers, and vision- 
ary and enthusiastic leaders, who drew after theni 
numerous bands of followers ; " the Battanee and 
the Fedavee, the concealed and the chosen,"^ aau 
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federated together, and whether, from the de- 
scendants of the Rawandians, or from new associ- 
atiiHis fostered by impatient spirits, they ripened 
an enterprise of the deepest subtlety and most 
daring purpose, athough repressed, indeed, during 
the able rule of Harun, and under liis immediate 
successors, yet too soon to make the East resound 
with its enterprises. Wonderful as were the mix 
ture of intrepidity and consummate knowledge 
wherewith Mahommed pursued his mission, feli- 
citous as tlie adaptation of his doctrines became to 
the habits, desires, and passions of his followers, 
not even the wildest of the Improvisatori of the 
East could delineate a more extraordinary flight of 
adventure, a more successful and unbounded as- 
cendancy, dian that over the Ismaelian race by 
their leader Hassan, in the reign of Harun and 
that of his successor, over the fortunes of his tribe, 
until the caliph MiWafFek belield his throne 
menaced by the family of Hussunee Subah (the 
founder of the name of Assassins), before wliom 
the East tremble^, and whose daring acts hastened 
the downfall of the throne of the caliphs. 

Having rapidly glided over periods of time, so 
bright and heart-stirring as the iirst movement of 
those ambitious spirits, who, with fearless deeds, 
established their empire through the East, we 
must somewhat lift the veil which liides the secret 
springs whereby were excited, as early as the second 
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successor of Mahommed, motives and deeply-rooted 
feelings, which then struck root into the very soil 
of Islaniisui, which have grown with its growth, 
and which, to this very hour, excites a powerful 
interest on its followers. 

It is already said that Mahommed, at least pub- 
licly, fixed on no successor ; that Ali, his natural 
heir, his son-in-law, relation, and faithful disciple, 
yielded up his claims ; that he came to the sceptre 
late in life, only to experience ingratitude, revolt, 
and a violent death ; and transmitted his claims 
and his misfortunes to his two most amiable and 
most ill-fated sons. Although they perished mise- 
rably, the descendants of Fatinia were numerous, 
and crowds of Moslems were always athirst to 
repay, by the most unbounded devotion to that 
ill-fated race, a reverence and homag-e of pity for 
the dreadful destiny of tlieir adored Ali ; noima^n- 
ations, however extravagant, were disregarded by 
the natives of Al-Giuf. Indeed, throughout all 
the Eastern provinces of Islamism, the name of 
Ali served for a rallying point for all the dis- 
contented, and for all the turbulent who desired 
changes and revolutions. A species of adoration 
had prevailed during the lifetime of Ali, and even 
then Ebn Alaawad Saba laid the foundation of a 
refined and esoteric spirit of initiation, subtle, secret, 
and deeply rooted, which spread over the East, 
which connected together bands and denominations 
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of Maliommed's folJowers of most dissimilar views, 
and which, repeatedly, has shaken the whole East 
with its bloody struggles, Ebn Saba was a prime 
instigator of the 3cditiou.i movements which cost 
the cahph Omar his throne and his life. He 
taught that the Imaunat, or the sacerdotal au- 
thority, devolved by right, as well as by a formal 
act of Mahommed, on his son-in-law AH, the spouse 
of Fatima — that on him rested a ray of divitiity — 
that he was not dead, but that he had only with- 
drawn himself for a time from the eyes of men — 
that he would one day reappear mt the earth, and 
render it as celebrated for justice, as now it was 
become infamous for iniquity and injustice. 

This mysterious dogma has grounded itself, 
more or less, amid every conflicting sect of the 
Kast: some liave enlarged the number of the 
Imauns, but all have yielded implicit faith to the 
sacred character of AH. The Shiites, or Pcraans, 
who teach that twelve Imauns succeeded by natural- 
descent to the revered Ali, inculcate Hkcwise that 
the last is not dead, but concealed, and One day he 
will reappear to revive the purity of reHgion. By 
the depth of their ratiocinations they also endeavour 
to demonstrate the whole series of ike twelve 
doctors to be no more than the one and the same 
being, successively disappearing, and assuming a 
fresh body, as the vicar or same teacher. But 
another sect, and to these in particular are the 
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events which follow referable, contract tlie number 
of these Imauns to seven only; these are the 
Ismaelians, among whom the Karmates are so dis- 
tinguished for the most perfect contempt of danger 
and death, and for their devastations and sacrileges, 
that they may be divided into three epochs : from 
the first secret roots of their origin, and the pro- 
found artifice with which tlieir doctrines were dis- 
seminated and spread in Arabia, to the reign of 
Harfin al Raschid, when (Arabia settled in peace, 
the fine arts expanding, and pubhc feelings watched 
by the jealous and watchful eye of that renowned 
caliph) he detected the germs of this formidable 
association, which his sagacity foresaw might over- 
shadow his throne. Harun, however, knew not 
the wide-spread, nor the character, nor the twisted 
roots of that parasite plant, which crept up as the 
baneful ivy around the wide-spreading umbrage of 
the palm of Haschemya. Destiny gave it the same 
existence as its proud and imperious oppressors, 
the royal and sacred Abassidse- It strengthened 
in great power and triumphant wickedness, from 
the foundation of its tenets, into a concocted form 
in the third Hcgira ; until, in the 650th year of the 
Hegira, the sword of IIulaku,thedescendant of Gen- 
ghis Khan, put an end at the same epoch, to the ca- 
liphs and the Ismaelians; that catastrophe, however, 
fallowed at a very distant period. ITiis formidable 
and extraordinary sect broke forth under the rule of 
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HarQn ; their commencement and progress, the 
niarvellouB circumstances connected with the ap- 
pearance of Kannath on the banks of the Eu- 
phrates, are become facts known amid the natives 
of E! Shammar, The tent which is pitched in Al- 
Giuf resounds witli the exclamations and groans of 
the impassioned auditors, as they hear the thrilling 
detail of the awful sacrifice made in the ruins of 
Babylon to the deity of fire. 

The fate also of Harun, his striking aberration of 
intellect and feeling, wherein were sacrificed Giaffar, 
the most amiable of men, and the whole Barmecide 
race, were shortly followed by the caliph's decease at 
Tiis; the destinies of the Karmates, or Ismaelians, 
soon acquired permanency by the appearance of 
the prophet Mahdi, the great worker of miracles, 
and their leader ; their establishment also as a terri- 
torial power under Hassan Suha the Second, and 
his title of Sheik el Bjibel, will form the second 
series of the narrative, drawn from the records of 
MuwafFek, in the a70th year of the Hegira. The 
third epoch naturally spreads from the reign of 
Miiwaffek to the eventful moment which, ripening 
in the secrets of fate, put a final close together to 
the mighty cahphs of tlic East, and to the no less 
powerful, although more circumscribed, dominion 
of the assassin race. 

A very rapid glance at their mysterious teachings 
will completely reconcile us to the insidious snares 
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end slow paced wiles of Earmath, to those secret, 
and in many points almost inexplicable steps, bj 
which he led his victims to the brink of destruction, 
until chafed by calamities which would have over^ 
whelmed most beings, he threw off the mask and 
reared the standard of rebellion. 

Among the most celebrated of the Isma^ians 
are the Karmates ; the Fatimites, who reigned more 
than three centuries in Afric and m Egypt; and 
the Assassins, with their chief, known under the 
title of ^^ the old man of the mountain ;^ these 
are all branches spreading from one common 
root. 

llie Isma^ians limit the Imauns to the number 
of seven ; they are as follow — Ali, and his two sons, 
Hassan and Hosein; Ali, called Zinala Bidia, son 
of Hosein ; Mahommed, the son of this Ali ; 
Djafar Sadik, the son of Mahommed ; and lastly, 
Ismail, the son of Djafar. Ismail died before his 
father Djafar, which took place in the 148th year 
of the Hegira. His right to the Imaun was recog* 
nised in the person of his son Mahommed ; as, ac- 
cording to the initiatory language of the sect, 
Ismail had merely withdrawn himself from sight, 
or had disappeared. That he would return^ was 
the essential proof of the deep rooted system ; and 
every follower was enrolled to support, to death, 
Ae will of his representative. He was taught that 
he was enrolled by initiation for the service of 
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Mahommed, the son of Ismdl, when he should 
reappear. 

In the progress of the establishment of the 
dynasty of the Fatimito cahphs in Afric, under a 
prince who, adopting the name of Mahdi, pretended 
to be the Imaun, which had been so waited for 
more than two centuries, it was manifestly necessary 
to declare that Mahdi, and a!l the successors of 
Makdi, were no other than diiFerent appearances, 
or emanations of tlie same Imaun who possessed 
the ray or particle of the divinity. This belief 
distinguishes the Fatimites from the other Is- 
maelians, who deny the incarnation of Mahommed, 
the son of Ismail, in this caliph, but even now, 
amid the Druses of Lebanon, and the Shammar 
fastnesses, they wait for this prophet. 

Between the period of Mahommed, the son of 
Ismail, and the establishment of the power of the 
Fatimite caliphs, seven lieutenants, or vicars of the 
Imaun Maliommed, succeeded each other, known 
by the title of the Imauns hidden, because they 
were obliged to withdraw and secrete themselves 
ij-om the eager persecutions and efforts to destroy 
them made by the Abassida; caliphs. It was 
under the fourth of the Imauns hidden, these 
"Battanee and Fedavee associations were completely 
formed ;" words most ominous through the East, 
and affording some most curious parallelisms in tlie 
fiistory of man. About the third age of the 
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He^ra, therefore, was perfected the most potent and 
monstrous system of doctrine and initiatory sub- 
jection ever exhibited by devoted followers to their 
all-powerful chief. The whole race established 
themselves upon a subjection of all powers bodily 
and mental, equally as surprising as the reap- 
pearance of the long expected Mahdi himself. 
But the secrets of Mageism, the emanations of 
divinity, the supernal powers taught by the Is- 
maelians, are hidden in the darkness of night. 
Hints and surmises are sounded, at intervals, from 
the mysterious source whence these glimpses of the 
past are revealed. These hints, imperfect as they 
are, will develope the state of the Arabian empire, 
when Karmath sought for the sweetness of reveiige^ 
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CHAPTER n. 



la though serene as night — 
Don, from the Eihiop king, 



Karmath of Kufa had one only passion to gratify, 
it was revenge ; liow copiously does the human 
heart lodge and welcome this fell inmate ; when 
surrendered to its impulses it feels an anticipated 
triumph with the exultation of a demon. Kufa 
contained formerly the house of Habesci, his foes : 
and the wealth of Mizraim's land, the luxuries of 
Bagdad's throne, would not have bribed his soul 
from the gratification which he sought for. " Au- 
thor of evil, knowest thou not it clothes thee as a 
garment ? and as the Sheik of the wilderness de- 
clares, however sweet its draught, it shall eat into 
thy bones." Alas ! the children of clay learn not 
these lessons from the experience of others; they are 
scorched ; they rush on the flame ere they acquire 
the tardy but certain conviction, that he who is cruel 
becomes so to his own flesh ; all the powers of om- 
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nipotence add only fresh tortures to the cruel and 
rugged heart: Kannath sought for revenge, and 
its progress deluged Arabia, Iran, and Sham in 
blood. Revenge was indeed the trial and the test 
of Karmath and of his foes — the events are written 
on the hearts of many a desolated resident of Eufa, 
Hillah, and Bagdad — they witnessed the scenes 
herein detailed ; the wonders which are told of the 
destinies, the trials, and misfortunes of this ill-fated 
family, are not amid the usual permissions of pro- 
vidence to arrest the natural course of tJiis material 
scene, and to perplex his creatures ; they were per- 
haps the last rebellious outrages of that dreadful 
race who, cultivating the occult arts, and leaguing 
themselves with diabolical power, sold themselves to 
work evil. That such demonstrations were often 
manifested to the illustrious Harun al Ilaschid ia 
displayed in the beautiful narratives of the East ; 
at whose sound the Bedouin suspends hb lance, and 
crouches, intently listening ; as they proceed, the 
crowding auditors of Iran and of Sham take their 
hookah from tlieir lips, to catch the impassioned 
words. 

Harun al Raschid knew his father's resolve to 
clear the land of tiie followers of magic, and the 
disciples of Ism^l ; he pursued his steps, and de- 
nounced, as the worst of criminals, all persons con- 
victed of necromantic practices; numbers were cut 
off in the reign of his father, and a far greatec 
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number perished during liis own. But Earmath, 
more terribJe than any enclianter, more powerful 
than any leader forth of the sons of civil commotion, 
succeeded in laying the foundation of a sect, which, 
dark as the thunder cloud, and destructive as the 
li^tDing''s flash, became a resort for ail these foul 
perpetrators of evil, 

Amid the deep forests and caves of Mazanderan, 
amid mountains rocked by earthquakes, and tlie 
mysterious fires of the burning plain of Baku, they 
resided as in their native element ; from the eagle 
fortresses of Rodbear and AU-hamout they issued 
forth to wither and to destroy ; as the vulture snuffs 
his banquet, and hastes to his prey, so did the as- 
sociates of the power and revengeful feehngs of 
Karmath pursue their career of blood. 

It was at the most flourishing period of the rule 
of the renowned Harun al Raschid that the cele- 
brated city of Hiilah arose to the zenith of her 
prosperity and grandeur. Situated on the course 
of the Euphrates, adjoining to the mounds and 
ruius of imperial Babylon, Hiilah might be said to 
inherit a large portion of nature's bounties, and 
to revel in a profusion of luxurious enjoyments. 
Cultivating the arts, and mistress of a lucrative 
commerce from her happy position, her stately 
buildings embelhshed on all sides the banks of the 
stream, while her gardens spread in exijuisite beauty 
and sweet luxuriance around. The inhabitants of 
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this favoured city were protected against any wan^ 
dering Arabs, or any hostile force, by lofty and 
strong walls, flanked with towers, and its ample 
circuit afforded room for various stately mansions 
and gardens, with the abode of the governor, and 
some families descended from the princes of this 
rich and ancient land ; a chmn of boats formed a 
bridge across the Euphrates, preserving the com- 
munications betwixt the opposite banks ; the 
suburbs on each quarter were encircled with groves 
which stretched to the edge of the river. The 
position of Hillah, independently of its riches or 
power, conferred a consequence and interest upon 
her ; the site on which she stoodo about the centre 
of the great Chaldean plain, brought necessarily 
within her walls the constant flux and reflux of 
visitors to and from the vast regions of Irak, or 
Mesopotamia, in their way up or down the Eu- 
phrates, the oldest and finest and most revered 
river of the East. Descending from the snow- 
capped summits of Ararat, the waters of this famous 
stream, converging in its course with the rapid 
Tigris, flows by the renowned cities of Nineveh, 
Ctesiphon, and the fallen Babylon; their united 
waves at length, confined in one channel, impe- 
tuously sweep along until the river disembogues 
itself into the Persian Gulf. Thus was the city of 
Hillah distinguished by the most important ad^ 
vantages. Seated amid gardens which supplied the 
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most exquisite fruits, its roses and flowers breathed 
a. richer perfume than those of luiy other city of 
the East ; they waftetl a gale of fragrance far and 
wide around, penetrating with delight the Bensesof 
those, who, viewing its beauties from the river, ra- 
pidly passed by its walls; but none of these ad- 
vantages, neither its luxuries, nor its fertility, its 
position amid the highly favoured scenes, where 
history and tradition establish the paradisical site 
of Eden — none of these privileges conferred greater 
celebrity on Hillah than her immediate proximity 
to the ruins of the once mighty Babylon, spreading 
around, abandoned and desolate, and frowning in 
gloomy and sombre majesty. 

About four mOes to the north-eastvard of Hillah, 
amid these wide spreading plains of Irak, the light- 
ning-blasted piles of Babylon appear, and close to 
the ruins sweeps by with powerful stream the re- 
nowned Euphrates, oldest of rivers ! which lingers 
near these mysterious piles, and bathes with its 
waters fragments graven with llie magic characters, 
lying conspicuous amidst hills of sun-dried bricks. 
Here desolation reigns supreme over the impressive 
scene, which is marked by a solemnity and silence 
affecting and terrible ! The vestiges of overthrown 
fragments, of cleft ravines, of shattered palaces 
blackened by the trace of sulphu^us flames, speak 
a tale of wickedness, and display evidences of 
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divine judgment and vengeance truly appalling. 
The silence of this spot has no affinity to that of 
the soothing repose of nature, but seems only the 
awful pause preceding the demonstration of some 
great act of supernatural power — some signal ven- 
geance — such as appears in the wondrous scene 
around. So vast are their crumbled masses, that 
the ruins appear to the eye to be mountains of na- 
ture's work, scathed and shattered in her anger. 
History points to them as the relics of a mighty 
and a glorious empire. One eminent pile, rent 
from top to bottom, is furrowed around with vast 
clefts and ravines, gloomy and unsightly recesses, 
wherein the beams of day never penetrated, and the 
eye withdraws its gaze in silent horror ; for there 
crawl in safety, bloated unsightly reptiles and 
poisonous serpents, hissing forth their fierce de- 
fiance. Owls, also, and satyrs of the wilderness, 
keep their undisturbed resort amid these awful 
courts. On the south of these wild ruins, pre- 
eminently horrible, towers a mountain of sun-burnt 
mystic brick, the Mujelebe, whose square sides are 
-ploughed by the scars of the elements, and riven by 
the thunder's rage. Although as great as a mountain 
of Caucasus, it is soon discovered also to be a sad 
memorial of man's pride, and itself to have 
perished by the storms which overthrew all the ad- 
joining monuments of the plain ; its sides erect 
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themselves as the frowning relics of some impreg- 
nable fortress, especially to the north-east, where, as 
if to declare its original magnificence, one upright 
line of wall, constructed of the finest brickwork, 
rears still its undemolished front, towering over a 
cleft so deep, that the eye shrinks back from its 
horrid gloom and yawning sides, whence issue forth 
murmurs and sounds unearthly and dreadful. A 
blast, cool and chill, oftentimes whistles forth from 
the interior of the cavity, as if the earth opened and 
suffered through her frame, while the terrified be- 
holder hastens to fly from the dreadful spo\. Dying 
away, as with a deep sigh, the keen icy blast will 
cease, and instantly will steam upward fumes of 
glowing heat and scorching flame, pouring forth a 
withering blight and mildew on all around ; no 
grass, no budding flower, no fragrant blossom lives 
within the sphere of this doleful ruin, but one soli- 
tary wonderful majestic object, rearing its leafy 
head near the mysterious walls of the adjoining 
gigantic mound, which still retain their name of 
Al Kasr, the palace. The whole circumference of 
the pile (composed of relics of millions of highly 
finished bricks) is fallen, destroyed, and ruined ; and 
in the centre of their desolation blows and flourishes 
one majestic tree, not a palm, neither a cedar, but 
a. tree partaking the sweets of one, and the im- 
perishable verdure of the other. All Arabia hails 
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it as a blessed tree of Paradise, watched by good 
spirits, and sustained amid these tower-clad soli- 
tudes of ma^c power and uncleanness, these haunts 
of evil spirits, and terrible scenes of evil men and 
wicked demons, to support the unwary or uncon- 
scious visitant allured or betrayed hither ; to show, 
even in the chosen haunts of their power, that 
demon malice cannot destroy what providence will 
save, and that hope and trust have a bl*ight beam 
on them mightier than the terrible forms which ap- 
parently haunt these spots. 

The arid sterile plain sweeps onward from the 
broad Euphrates to the horizon, an uniform waste of 
sands, save where it is loaded with these widely- 
spreading ruins, which diverge and spread around 
for miles, and are occasionally intersected by deep 
trenches and lines of communication ; these were 
formerly canals of limpid waters, carrying health, 
plenty, and riches through the abodes of myriads 
of rejoicing mortals. Now, as if labouring under 
the curse of the plain, they are filled with sluggish 
oozings from the Euphrates, or as stagnant re- 
servoirs of its inundations loading, the idr with 
pestilence within these marshes. The cormorant 
makes the solitary desert echo his sullen cry — ^the 
birds of the wilderness flap their wings and scream 
undisturbed amid the splashing pools — ^for the 
daunted Arabian leads far hence his flocks into the 
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distant skirts of the desert, and hastens onward if 
his keen eye discerns but from afar the shade of 
these darkling ruins on the distant horizon. The 
whole space appears by some invisible but per- 
vading influence to be interdicted to man, while the 
irame and shapes of the frowning masses, marked as 
they incontestibly are, and graven by his handy 
work, still possess, in contradislinction to their re- 
pellant character, a powerful attraction and invita^ 
tion to his researches and insatiable curiosity. 
Demon malice has made their resort wear the im- 
press of their influence, and scattered about the 
touches of power, of greatness, and bold defiance, 
which, as if breathing tones of accordance to man's 
impious wishes, has, in all ages, attracted to these 
unhallowed caverns and abysses the daring and 
presumptuous. Far off in the western deserts, the 
extreme boundary of the ruined site of Babylon, 
frowns the largest and grandest of her ruins— the 
brickwork foundation of the Tower of Belua, 
wherein still appears a fragment of the brick tower. 
Wildness and savage horror mark the ruins ; in 
these gloomy cavos the lion makes his den, and its 
sides are haunted by serpents and birds of darkness; 
it stands a solitary and imposing monument of the 
pride of man, and its signal punishment. It ap- 
pears a grand mass of ruin from the waters of the 
Euphrates, which, as if to bring under the gaze of 
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vain mortals, a spot of such terror and pot^it in- 
fluence, winds its fine stream by a bold curvature 
around a part of the ruins, and washes the base ci 
what appears a stately cliff. As the traveller ap- 
proaches, instead of the river^s banks he now only 
perceives rows and piles of massive bricks, and 
curiously graven arrow-headed characters and 
mystic cylinders, so that he is involuntarily im- 
pelled to gaze with horror around, as he surveys 
such a sweeping and wide spreading destruction, 
and exclaims — This is Babylon ! 

Such was the neighbourhood and scenery which, 
in open view from the garden of Earmath^s mansion 
at Hillah, rivetted the notice and attention of every 
beholder. Of all the numerous individuals dwelling 
with him^ and bound with his mysterious purposes 
and destiny, foremost in his affection, as in nature^s 
ties, were a son and two interesting Arab youths ; 
one entered on the verge of manhood, and the others 
just arriving to the beauty and freshness of inge- 
nuous youth. Earmath entered Hillah apparently 
almost a fugitive, but he had gradually established 
a rank and influence superior to every other resident 
of the city. Seemingly gentle in manners, reserved 
in intercourse, he was scarcely known by the citizens 
but for his bounties. He evidently had lived an 
Arab life, and was well versed in the habits of their 
tribes which frequented the vicinity of the city, for 
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Cufain Arabia, amdYezdidinlrak, were the former 

habitations he named of his manhood. He had risen 
there to rank dnd power, and still frequented them, 
as occasion called him, to exert his influence and 
control ; but some hidden purpose linked him 
to the vicinity of Babylon, and rendered the banks 
of the Euphrates more congenial than the plains of 
Arabia. He even affected to disclaim the wish of 
possessing the control) which lie so powerfully ex- 
ercised, and adopted the sentiments of a being 
disgusted with life, and anxious only for quietude 
and repose. He declared his chief aim to consist 
in the exercise of benevolent purposes towards the 
world at large, and the cultivation of those astro- 
logical studies, for which theliidden mystic charac- 
ters of Babylon were to his inflamed imagination an 
exhaustless store of wisdom. Taught, he said, by 
occult divinations that the power of the secrets of 
nature are shown only to the bountiful, he alter- 
nately pursued his researches with an ardour that 
was equalled only by his generosity. None in 
Hillah, or on the celebrated river wliich flowed by, 
eould equal his skill in the art of healing. His 
wisdom commanded the respect of all, and he pos- 
sessed, from their concurring testimony of his 
talents, the unbounded confidence of the residents 
of Hillah, both high and low; his opulence con- 
tributed to promote this impression, as vast dis- 
tricts along the banks of the Euphrates appertained 
c2 
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to him, as well as most valuable estates adjoining 
the Arabian border of the Phrat, where he fre- 
quently, sojourned. His acquaintance with the 
Arab tribes of his vicinity was so constant and con- 
fidential, that his wishes were more potent in their 
plans and council than even those of their native 
Sheiks ; and his escort wei-e the choicest of their 
tribes when he resorted to their tents, or to a 
leading horde frequently encamped near Bagdad. 

Although he was the owner of a spacious mansion 
within the walls of Hillah, his constant regular 
abode and residence was au extensive and imposing 
Btructiu-e, embosomed in groves and gardens, a 
short space without the gates of the city ; here he 
exercised the beneficial distribution of his favours 
in medicine and pharmacy. He so freely bestowed 
the choicest balms and balsams of the East, that 
none wondered at the constant resort of strangers, 
and the influx of spices and bales, to his courts. 
A spacious quay, paved wilh dark irregular frag- 
ments brought from the adjacent plain, formed 
a rectangular court, flanked by a line of rooms, 
filled with the precious loadings constantly floating 
on the noble stream to the edge of the court, 
whence they were instantly deposited in the range- 
Around this court blossomed the pomegranate, the 
jumper, the cypress, interspersed with dale and 
sycamores, and many trees and shrubs of ever- 
green and darkling colour, calculated to throw 
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a dark and gloomy hue upon the surrounding walls. 
The Euphrates, somewhat innpeded, and chafed by 
a projecting fragment of rock, or ruined quay, sent 
forth a roaring melancholy noise, a murmur as 
of the wailing of sorrow, as it flowed onward 
beneath the shade of the groves spreading to its 
banks ; adjoining these buildings was a wall con- 
necting them with the mansion itself, of short 
extent, and considerable height ; it contained a stone 
door way of unusual thickness, apparently greea 
with creeping lichens and moss, from disuse and 
age, as it seemingly led to no part of the edifice, for 
tJie border of trees at this spot closed over with a 
depth of gloom and darkness that appeared suf- 
ficitHitly indicative it was no place of human resort 
or enjoyment. With this Ime ended all that appeared 
forbidding or mysterious in the arrangement of the 
building, A large court opened from the principal 
entrance, paved around, shaded by the orange and 
citron, and planted with sycamores and palms ; a 
noble fountain threw up its refreshing waters in the 
centre, in front of the line of open galleries spread- 
ing around the court, and communicating with the 
interior of the mansion ; one portion was occupied 
by three extenave halls, whose columns of marble 
admitted the view of a garden filled with variegated 
AoweTB, shrubs, and umbrageous groves; two 
large square rooms connected every office and con- 
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veoiency for the residence and accommodation c 
the numerous family usually coUectcd under this 
roof. 

The proprietor of the mansion was alike the 
object of the respect and fear of all around. He 
was tall and muscular, commanding of mien, and 
"Of a bold and dauntless expression ; yet, withall, 
tinged by an air of deep abstraction and habitual 
silence,whichsoftened materially an irresistible dread 
which usually arose from his appearance. The 
prompt obedience which terror inclined most 
persons to yield instantly to an eye of flame, re- 
covered its scattered sympathies on witnessing a 
composure so instantly quenching the gleam of 
passion, as to tranquillize the startled ima^nation 
which shrunk at the tone and gesture of power. 
This alarm (the prescient warning of our inward 
guide and monitor, the soft whisper of spirit which 
searches the inward tones of the soul) was usually 
dissipated by the unruffled and unmoved demeanour 
of Karmath ; so that the spectator doubted if his 
whole feeling and judgment were not alike in- 
jurious and precipitate, unless a chance word, or 
phrase of dubious meaning, jarred on some painful 
string — then the lightning's glare was not more 
startling, and the heart knew the demonstration of 
its fearful surmisings. Although Earmath's figure 
was towering, his gliding noiselesB step gave an air 
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of suspicion to his watchful and penetrating glances, 
and enchained his household in ihe most profound 
and reverential obedience. 

This feeling lie moreover commanded from all, 
by a settled sternness and collectedness, which in- 
sensibly and irresistibly moulded all inferior agents, 
and even, to appearance, the perplexing contra- 
rieties of life to the scope of its own purposes. 
Active, immoveable, provident of means, and skil- 
ful of design, the multiplied and dangerous en- 
terprises of Karmath were so deeply laid, and the 
contravening obstacles so imperturbably met, and 
successfully controlled, that all who witnessed his 
public conduct, equally adnured his intellectual 
endowments, as well as the felicitous star, which 
Ke^illgly subjected hira to embarrafiBment and 
difliculties, to show his self-command and good 
fortune in overcoming them. 

Although his liberality and generous profusion 
bespoke the extent of his possessions, and the active 
and important influence he exercised in various 
channels throughout Irak, raised him on a level 
with the princes of the districts, yet his patient 
character, and intercourse with the lowest citizen 
or Arab who sought his aid, excited the astonish- 
ment of those, who more closely witnessed the 
powers of his inteUect ; but, in truth, it was one 
among many traits of the depth and refinement of 
subtlety, whereby Earmath supplied the springs 
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and agents for his plans. I^d his supremacy in 
the populous villages and plains of the united 
streams of the Euphrates and Tigris shine forth 
too strongly for the simple individual of Hillah — 
he then became the kind patron of the poor, and 
their physician. Divested of show and retinue, he 
passed from town to town, alleviating the evils of 
the great, and soothing the afflictions of the poor; 
and thus sustained by the prejudices of the godlike 
gift he exercised, the proud forgot their heart-burn- 
ings, and the wretcJied venerated him as a. Santon, 
or a being of superior exceUonce. If his favourite 
abode near Hillah received swarms of emissaries and 
of visitants — a journey to Bagdad and Bassora, and 
arrivals of spicy bales to recruit the exhaustioa ctf 
his unlimited bountii^s, sutBciently allayed or t^' 
moved every cause of alarm, which his increasing 
popularity would excite in a jealous governor: 
thus, pursuing a careM- of no common character, 
and occupied and deeply engrossed by views of some 
eminent attraction, Kannath was alternately the 
object of fear, suspicion, and admiration. 

Meantime lie moved onward, as if quite uncon- 
scious of a single purpose or thought that would 
furnish observation to any. Always silent and calm, 
he apparently was devoted to abstract thought and 
meditation ; while, in reality, his personal activity 
Tvas unbounded. His silent watchfulness and de* 
cided attention to the duties of the instant, led him 
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SO clearly and efficaciously through every engage- 
ment of the day, that, to his visitant, or his casual 
associate, he always appeared easy, leisurable, and 
disengaged; but no sooner had the idle or busy 
crowds of the noon dispersed, and the gales of his 
mansion closed, than, throwing off his flowing robe 
and sable-edged sleeves, he resumed a light dress, 
became engaged intensely in his studies, or his 
practices of chymic arts, visiting his whole scope 
of important buildings, and, as a soul of flame, 
combining arrangements for scientific purposes, 
the combinations and application of which he con- 
fined to his own breast. 

Whatever were his pursuits, they were ge- 
nerally guarded from observation in the spacious 
ball adjoining to the lo^^ arched door and darkling 
grove of all this range. Karmath alone preserved 
the key; and here, ere the evening star rose over 
the Birs, the most gloomy and towering of the dis- 
tant mounds of Babylon, he disappeared from all 
eyes : nor did his household liehold him until the 
morning brought light and life and active exertion 
into the walks of men. 

Karmath, although complacent of mien and 
feature, seldom relaxed into a smile; and rarely 
frowned, unless violent irritation, or an uncon- 
trollable excitement, called forth such expression ; 
then it was indeed ghastly and appalling to the 
beliolder, and respect and affection died away 
c5 
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before it. The look was deadly and implacable.; 
it invested his calm marble physi6gnomj with aa 
sir of malignity so indelible, that the heart felt 
the curtain of concealment was withdrawn, and 
there was clothed the true man, or rather fiend.; 
for all. beside was manifestly deep art and con- 
summate deception. Such displays were but tare, 
and Karmath moved on in a sphere of attractioQ^ 
daily waxing greater and greater. 
. Karmath had one only son, whose heavy calamity 
was a fatal blow to all his projects and pursuits; 
for Heman, although cast in a mould of fair pro- 
portion, and adorned with, features regular, and 
even comely, after his opening traits had manifested 
a prospect of singular promise, had suddenly been 
seized with a sluggishness of purpose and aberra- 
tion of conduct, nearly allied to idiotcy, totally 
foreign to his appearance, and leading to such im- 
becile acts of folly, as evidenced an utter incapacity 
and fatuity. Every resource of science and 
skill, all that riches could supply, or art suggest, 
had Karmath put in practice to relume an intellect, 
often emitting sparks of brightness. 

Frequently, as if to rekindle false hopes, and 
excite the agonizing expectations of his parent, 
flashes of inward thought would pervade the deep 
mental darkness, and irritate, to a tenfold degree, 
the awful throes, denoting the passions of his father. 
In these paroxysms, fixing on his son's heated brow a 
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gaze of intensity, which would appear to turn its 
flashing lightnings upon the fair, but vacant 
features before him, Karmath would look on him, 
as if he wielded the powers of invisible nature, and 
would scan the soft and motionless contour of his 
son's countenance, as if his eye read with preter- 
natural light the inward map of the brain itself, 
and could penetrate its mazy secrets and organic 
developments by his glance. 

Whatever was the origin and cause of Heman's 
diseased mental frame, Karmath always appeared 
influenced by the conviction that it was a super- 
human infliction ; he always acted, as if his heart 
felt the hope and assurance that it might yet pass 
away. He often quoted the wise saying of Ziyad, 
" Thy lot or portion of life is seeking after thee, 
therefore be at rest from seeking after it." But 
while his lips poured forth the sentiment, his heart 
wandered far away from its practice. The errors, 
the miseries of his life, flowed from a presumptuous 
questioning of the ways of that high and mighty 
one, who suspends the destinies and the fortunes of 
man in hia balance. For where presumption would 
scan his inscrutable will, great Allah allows blind- 
ness and darkness in part to cover the visual ray, 
and leaves the bad man to the disapfwintment of 
his ways. But while Karmath thus pursued a 
phantom, which speciously allured his steps to un- 
mitigated woe, in one subject he was himself the 
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model of patience and gentleness, as far as he couM 
give indulgence to the imbecile desires and purposes 
of Hetnan ; for, as if arranged by the usual rule 
and scope of nature's wise purposes and decrees, 
the more vesAi. and impotent the habits and prac- 
tices of Heman became, the more powerfully sooth- 
ing and binding appeared the feelings of his parent, 
who, in all things appertaining to him alone, sur- 
rendered the potent and commanding influence of 
his mind, and smiled in unison to his Emiles of 
vacancy, and fostered his weak and childish pursuits 
with accents of encouragement, until some vagrant 
ray of thought, some scintillation of mind, overset 
his strong balance of inward control, and betrayed 
the inexpressible ranklings of the death wound, 
which thus fostered at his heart. Upon all else 
around him, such awe had been impressed from the 
richness of his mental stores, and the unvarying 
firm system of a rigorous superin ten dance, that hia 
will became the instantaneous lum of every indi- 
vidual of every class to forward and perform. 

Heman, in youth's first bloom, the idol of such 
a parent, was of necessity the object of respectful 
attention to the whole household; idle, weak, 
and mischievous, he gamboled as the boy, or toyed 
as the infant ; and unless irritated (for which the 
slightest occasions sufliced), he was easy and soft of 
disposition, but withall, jealous, watchful, and ma- 
licious. 
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Two other yoiithB formed part of the family of 
Karmath, and usually partook of hi!) smiles, al- 
though under a far stronger restraint of fear. The 
youngest, Adalia, was younger than Heman by 
twelve months, and formed his chief comfort and 
delight; as, in his presence, he more freely in- 
dulged his wayward freaks and fancies. Adalia, 
ripening from the Imy into manhood, now somewhat 
endeavoured to throw off this yoke of dependency, 
but felt checked and overawed by the commanding 
air and look of his patron. Whetlier a distant 
rclaljon or slave he knew not, as he had been re- 
moved from the romantic lake of Kerbela, where, 
under the care of a plain and steady man, who cul- 
tivated a farm on its banks, and subsisted on its pro- 
duce, he had been brought up from early infancy, 
although exempted from lalwur and the unvarying 
routine of the laborious diurnal toil and prospects. 
From this secluded scene, in early boyhood, about 
six years since, AdaSia was transported, on one 
bright and burning day of summer, to Karmath's 
noble gardens, and to Heman's intimacy. His 
mind matured enough to taste the sweets of ease 
and riches ; his fancy captivated with the altered 
scene of things; the rustic bench exchanged for 
silken cushions, plain repasts for sumptuous feasts, 
watching tlie flocks for plays and games ; the enticing 
change worked on his years and ductile mind the 
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full effect of Eannath^s wishes, and, after a few 
days curious wonder, Adalia reengned his lively 
playful mind unto full enjoyment with all around 
hiin. 

Adalia, although immersed in soft idleness, and 
the companion of an imbecile youth, possessed £rbm 
nature a heart of pure ingenuous worth, and talents 
of no ordinary power. Deprived, by his patran^t 
will, of all cultivation incompatible with Heman^s 
habits, he nevertheless formed interrogatories, 
and compared the plans and pursuits of those 
around him, with a deeply inwrought desire to 
comprehend their scope; and a pure and fervent 
thirst of excelling strengthened his powers of 
thought, and acquired for him reflective habits of 
self regulation. 

'^ Knowledge is the ornament of the rich, and the 
riches of the poor,^ was the sentiment his ears once 
caught from the lips of Earmath, and ever treasured ; 
and fain would the neglected Adalia have listened 
to the wise teacher, for even the versatile and 
childish humours of Heman operated as warnings 
and beacons, as he became impressed by the 
judicious prudence and forbearance of the slaves 
who environed Hemau, selected for the qualities 
by the sagacity of Earmath. But while his heart 
gathered these principles of mental strength, their 
secret influences were not fully known to himself. 
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nor at all discernible by Heman, as they were often 
chequered by exuberant liveliness, and retarded by 
constitutional impatience of restraint. 

Although younger by twelve months, Adalia 
was equally tall and stout with Heman, in mouLd 
and shape they were nearly matched ; but in the 
glory of intellect and chami of expression, what 
■would not Karniath have surrendered to have in- 
vested Heman with the line and open look of fear- 
less ease which marked his youthful companion's 
brow, and the sparkling lustre of his clear brown 
eyes, the mouth and hps ever curved, and settling 
in an arch intelligent smile ; redundant of animal 
spirits, buoyant with every sportive fancy, tlie 
liveliness and variety of Adalia's mind worked off 
the enniu and vacancy of Heman's plans, and threw 
a change and delicacy of selection into his amuse- 
ments, which the gay and frolic spirit of Adalia 
only could provide ; hence he was his unbounded 
favourite, and beloved by him as much as his torpid 
mind could experience attachment, and Heman ever 
strenuously laboured to conceal every youthful re- 
fractoriness or disobedience of his associate which 
might call forth his father's dreaded displeasure. 

If Adalia was thus necessary and interwoven with 
Heman's pursuits, the manly and impressive ap- 
pearance of Jami at once established his citums to 
the familiar intercourse awarded to him by 
Jiarmath, much longer known in the household 
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and abode of his patron. Jam! also knew not his 
parents, the true source of his existence, nor the 
origin of the ties which bound his fortunes to 
Karmath's ; he remembered nothing beyond the 
caresses or instructions of his preceptors, and the 
directions and influential commands of liis patron : 
surrounded by every means of acquirement, and 
gifted with an understanding most powerful and 
enlarged, his delighted mind imbibed the instruc- 
tions aiforded him, as the rich soil absorbs the life- 
sustaining drops of heaven, and as they return not 
thither again barren and fruitless, so did his noble 
facuhies develop germs of fair ripening blossoms, 
which soon matured into highly flavoured fruits. 
Second to Karmath only in knowledge (in which 
it appeared his patron's earnest desire to perfect 
him), in the finn outline of purpose and perform- 
ance he was his superior, as the lofty renunciation 
of self, gratitude for benefits, a manly ingenuous 
demeanour to all around, and sweet humility to 
those below him, at once announced JamFs perfect 
love of virtue and of wisdom, and his eager desire 
for, and cultivation of, whatever could set oflP and 
improve the personal purity wherewith his life was 
fraught; ardently thirsting for wisdom and im- 
provement to guide his existence onward, he had 
measured its scale of duties, and deeply reflected on 
its claims; hence his step and demeanour were 
stately and sedate, his mind also regardful and 
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fixedly attentive to Karmath, whose intellectual su- 
periority he had carefully noticed, he had insensibly 
transfused into his practice the even and calm de- 
meanouj of Kannath's habit, which soon became in 
JamI uniform and unchangeable. His stature was 
tallandmuscular, knit together ingreat strength, and 
capable of a powerful effort ; his features had seized 
the mould of his feeling, they were majestic, yet 
flexible to every varying emotion of the mind which 
shone in their expression ; his hair was dark as the 
raven, and yet appeared outdone by the deep lustre 
of his jet black eyes, which, in particular moments 
of feehng, acquired an expansion and fulness that 
fascinated the beholder, and appeared to pour the 
ample tide of their expression into his inmost soul ; 
hia look and form bore a. stamp of nobleness of 
thought and deed, which, aided by a vigorous un- 
derstanding, and undeviating suavity of manners, 
rendered Jam! the favourite and friend of the 
whole circle of Hillah, as well as of Karmath's 
house. 

Under the plea of familiarizing him to foreign 
Arab cities, and tlie management of his concerns, 
just at the period of Adalia becoming the inmate of 
Earmath's household, he had despatched Jam! 
to Bagdad, whence he was directed to repair to 
Moussul. 'Whde in that city, he became known 
to the caliph from an occurrence which was not 
less honoura.ble to the feelings of Janu, than it 
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wai dangerous to his personal safety; the event 
was early known to the vigilant Karmath, and 
Jaml leaving by liix commands the spot, had re- 
tumed subsequently to Hillah, whence, after a very 
short residence, he was despatched to Peri Sabour, 
and employed in the superlntendance of an important 
estate; from thence (after having tiavelled into 
Syria),eDrichedinmiDdbycultivation,strengtheaed 
by innate powers, and mixing with mankind, 
Jami was now returned to Hillah, a being of Tich 
and powerful promise, awaiting eagerly any path 
of duty and usefulness whicii Karmath might be 
pleased to announce in the progress of Iiis plans. 
Here he found the sprightly, lively, and intereoting 
Adalia, and here he contemplated what he sighed 
■nu grieved to 'uehcldj the handsome and iiSifcdls 
heir and only child of such a. patrimony, and of 
such a parent. 

Attendant on Heman and Adalia, among other 
numerous instruments of his purpose and his will, 
was a black slave, peculiarly their companion; he 
was gigantic of stature, and so strongly formed, 
as to be distinguishable amid a crowd of his fellow 
slaves for a model of strength. Hassarac, by his 
powers, and a dcvotcdness to his will, was a 
peculiar favourite of Heman, to whose childish 
sports and fancies he sometimes devoted himself 
with a zeal that charmed his imbecile charge, 
warding off the inconveniences and even dangers 
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which the childish folly of Heman would wantonly 
create ; no toils, or fatigue, or degradation, appeared 
an effort on the part of the Ethiopian while thus 
employed. To every other being Hassarac wore a 
fixed and somewhat menacing air, so as to become 
an object of fear to all, but the lively incautious 
Adalia, who, regardless of the imposing aspect, 
and lurking fierceness of his eye, indulged in keen 
sarcasm or mirthful tricks, neither observant or re- 
gardful of the signs of threatening import, extorted 
by his tiring inflictions. ^ 
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CHAPTER m. 



X bj j'ou as your Bludow.' 



JamI^ arrived at the full age of manhood, and 
passed his twenty-second year, was at once placed 
by Eartnath in the engagements of hia own active 
and diversified career. Without wholly iniiiating 
him into the secrets of pharmacy, he taught him 
enough of its useful rules so as to enable him to 
use it Buccessfully to the benefit of others, by aid 
of the rich profusion of balms and balsams heaped 
in tlie storehouses. In these habits, and at his 
morning scene of visitants and audience. Jam! was 
always required, and his presence and aid were by 
degrees so interwoven with the personages around* 
that he insensibly became habituated to the difficult 
and important talent of swaying the course of con- 
versatiou, whereby he moulded the feelings of their 
visitors imperceptibly to the tendency and conse- 
quences most desirable and propitious to his patron : 
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clearly divining the wishes of Karmalh to aim at 
increasing his influential power, without exciting 
lively jealousy; Jaml so judiciously blended the 
assiduities of youth, and the charms of personal at- 
tentions, by an improving insight into character, 
that he rendered his patron the most essential ser- 
vices. 

These youths, and his unfortunate son, were at 
the present instant exclusively the residents of 
Hillah ; and Karmath himself, although usually 
shut up and secluded so as to appear rivetted by 
some object of pursuit to the spot, yet frequently 
absented himself suddenly, and without any ap- 
parent notice, for long and indefinite periods. His 
..discernment and sagacity had, however, so ar- 
ranged the routine of daily domestic concerns, that 
his eye seemed still present, and in Jami's hands 
(as if relieved of part of the task he had involuntarily 
undertaken) Karmath day by day relinquished 
more and more tiie burden of his household and 
daily circle upon one so competent to fill it up, and 
he often remained secluded for weeks in the un- 
known retirement of the chambers over the Eu- 
phrates, or absent on some solitary expedition. He 
ever on his return, by the minutest inquiries, sifted 
every minute detail, while Jaml recapitulated his 
charge. If inadvertently, then, an incident, how- 
ever trivial, escaped his mention, ere words could 
find vent, his quick and sparkling eye rebuked the 
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acute senses of Jam! for his fault, and so completdj 
thus did he fix the rule of receiving the most 
ample communications from his mouth, and so ably 
and clearly lay open and demonstrate any failure 
of discretion in judgment or action, that his power- 
ful ascendancy and mental control appeared* ma- 
tured and strengthened even by his absence and 
virtual delegation of his authority to his interesting 
representative. 

Earmath, although evidencing every hour and 
day the truest estimation of Jami, never, even in 
the moments of their highest gratifications, be- 
trayed the slightest variation of manner, or relaxed 
from his settled and regulated tokens of approval 
into words of praise or tenderness ; but Jam! al- 
ready too well analyzed men and things to vary his 
self-regulation by the absence of feelings and sen- 
timents which he ceased to expect, on Earmath be 
thought as on the guardian and protector of his 
infancy and youth; his natural parents he con- 
ehided unknown to him, or early lost to himself by 
some one of those many thousand vicissitudes and 
changes operating daily under his eyes. While 
ho thus estimated the past, he considered the 
weakness of Heman^s mind to be one power- 
ful cause of his present elevation, and he con- 
sidered that thereby the provident sagacity of 
Earmath was fostering in himself a protector and 
friend for HemaD^ when death, in the regular 



course of things, should end his career ; he there- 
fore bent all the energies of his mind to fill up 
whatever duty devolved upon him, and to effica- 
cioualy second his patron's views ; but one material 
difficulty arose out of his feelings themselves, in 
the performance of his vigilant care over the 
household of KarmatJi. To Adalia he irresistibly 
became more firmly attached, as he watched the 
movements of his versatile yet ingenuous mind. 
Indulgent and affectionate towards him, the grate- 
ful youth hung on his accents, and venerated his 
kind admonitions; but no sooner was Jami with- 
drawn from tJie ample courts and hall appropriated 
to Heman, than tlie follies of the one, and the giddy 
devices and mirth of the other, would invent pas- 
times subversive of all order and control. 

Sometimes, amid these scenes of obstreperous 
mirth, in the absence of Karmath, prudence and 
necessity demanded the authoritative interference 
of Jami, which ever recalling instantly Adalia to 
reflection and tears, and all-powerful with him as a 
regulation, was highly displeasing to Heman, and 
rendered him his bitterest enemy ; unto Adalia he 
urged those habits of rule, and of thought, wliich 
should improve and exalt ; he pointed out the evil 
eye of Hassarac, often the subject of his levities, 
watching his follies, and severely taking account of 
their sum, and the possibility, unless timely averted, 
rfiat a caprice of Heman's mind, or a deficiency in 
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his powers of pleasing, might reduce him to a state 
of severe reckoning and suffering for his present 
years of thoughtlessness. Adalia clung to him, 
even while stung by his reproofs, urging him to 
continue his warning instructions, and promising 
the most faithful observance : the discretion or the 
feelings of Adalia ever kindly and generous, pre- 
served for some time their proper limits, and 
adorned the hours of his associate with livelinesfi 
and mirth ; his love for Jam! augmented the more, 
■ as he spared daily from his numerous avocaUons 
some portion, however small, to direct and improve 
his intellectual powers, an object hitherto imno- 
ticed by Karmath, and which apparently drew 
closer the attachment so deeply rooted in their re- 
spective minds. 

Thus these interesting beings hademployed them- 
selves, duringamore than unusually protracted ab- 
sence, when one morning, as JamI, encircled by some 
Arabs of the Ghuzzall tribe, was entertaining them 
with the hospitalities always enjoined towards them 
by his patron, and after receiving their pledges of 
respectful attachment towards himself, was pro- 
ceeding to direct the safe deposit of some valuable 
drugs, which their tribes greatly needed, upon the 
camels of their escort, safely stationed witJiin the 
rectangular court, when a confused noise and uproar 
pervaded the whole of the man^on, and Jaml de- 
spatched his confidential slave to ascertain the 
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cause; his guests became exasperated by the news 
that their camels, alarmed and frightened at some 
sudden appearance, had become altogether un- 
governable, and, after bruising and trampling their 
conductors, who were taken unawares, that they were 
dispersing in every direction. Stepping hastily to 
the open arcades encircling the court, Jami beheld 
with bitter vexation and anger the fact confirmed, 
and the scene confused beyond description, camels 
plun^ng to and fro, rushing forth from the court 
and flying towards the deserts. To supply his en- 
raged and agitated friends with the means of pur- 
suit, and add all the necessary auxiliary aid, was his 
first consideration, which done, he hastened to- 
wards the inner courts of Heman, whence the 
noises and tumult proceeded; passing swiftly for- 
ward among a confused jargon of the surrounding 
slaves, he started, for at the moment he thought 
that he saw a panther by its wily crouch making 
forward to seize a tierce and aged camel, which 
evidently at bay, highly frightened, and making 
most hideous noises, prepared to stun his antagonist 
on his approach with his fore feet. In a moment, 
ere he could cross the court, peals of laughter came 
from the mock beast, which, in its unbounded 
career of joy and amusement at the poor camel's 
fright and stiifened attitudes, rolled in giddy de- 
light on the marble pavement; but the thrilling 
' tones of J amrs angry voice operated as powerfully on 
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the fictitious panther, as his disguise had become 
to the herd he hod so mischievously frightened; 
hastily riang upright in the closely fitted envelop 
of a panther's skin, the paws spread adroidy over 
his slender arms, and the whole disguise most 
skilfully arranged, stood the now astiamed and 
terrified Adalia, his vis^e glowing with thenolent 
exertions and gambolings of his sport, his eyes 
bright and sparkling, and his features still unable to 
subdue the full How of laughter which the dangeroue 
sport had called forth. Seeing by Jamrs settled 
severity, that his displeasure was probably indi- 
cative of punishment to the offender, Hassarac ap- 
peared ready to receive his commands, when Hemao, 
whom he had vainly sought for through the court, 
rendered the alarm real, and highly alarming. 
Transported at the project of Adalia's, of enacting 
the wild beasts among the camels (a feat suggested 
to bis vivid fancy by a present Heman had reciaved 
of a fine panther), they had prepared two beautiful 
skins used as a couch, against such a favourable 
opportunity as the arrival of the Arab guests; 
hounding hastily forward, they had so well per- 
formed their parts as to throw the poor beasts into 
the most distressing panic and terror, disp^»Bg 
them on all sides ; but while Adalia, with a cha- 
racter of manliness, selected for the continuance of 
his sport the animal who seemed to furnish a sem- 
blance of re^stance, Heman, in ecstacies of delight 
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at the success of their stratagem, with the malice 
and imbecility usually commixed with his purposeSj 
hastened privately to the court, and freed the 
panther from his den to add to their sport: with 
rapture he saw the active animal with a bound rush 
into the court, where stood the conscious Adalia. 
and Jam!, with a confused circle of slaves. Startled 
at such a concourse, the animal by a spring cleared 
some of the foremost, striking to the ground a 
slave which impeded his progress towards the 
camel ; the throng flying in all direclions deprived 
Jam! of every opportunity of acting, he was also 
unarmed, save the dagger of his belt, having laid 
his scimctar on the cushions of the couch in the 
hall ; in one moment, uttering a tremendous roar, 
the panther rushed on the camel, which, stately and 
fierce, never moved her eye from his form, and so 
successfully watched the spring, tliat starting aside 
she avoided the attack, inflicting a severe blow 
with her feet ; fiercely growhng, the panther was 
about renewing his plunge, when seeing the similar 
skhi and figure of Adalia, mute and trembling he- 
fore Jami, and far more sensitive of his tones 
of displeasure, than of the animal's fury, he leaped 
on the unguarded and unhappy youth, and bore him 
to the eartli. Grasped in the powerful claws of the 
savage monster, and overthrown, his death seemed 
inevitable; the slaves dispersed were flying with 
shridcs and outcries in every direction, when Jami. 
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darting forward, buried his poniard in the throat 
of the animal, a stream of blood poOred from his 
jaws over the prostrate Adalia, as the animal left 
him to turn on Jami ; at that moment the torn and 
wounded jouth hastily lifting himself, his featum 
became agonized with horror as he perceived the 
imminent danger of Jami. On the pavement near 
him were the equipments of tlie camel, strewn on 
tlie ground in its violent struggles to escape the 
jwnther, amid the housings lay a pistol, presenting 
itself to his frantic eye ; summoning liis remaining 
strength, nearly exhausted by the cruel gripe and 
loss of blood, he aimed at the furious animal, which 
roaring in agony, and rearing on its hind legs, was 
in the very act of overwhelming Jami; the high 
strung nerve kept firm to its purpose, the ball 
passed through the panthers heart, and with a deep 
growl he fell backward by the side of the lacerated 
Adaha, who, seeing his friend preserved, uttered a 
cry of joy, and fainted from loss of blood and excess 
of emotion. 

In a few instants {for the whole passed with the 
rapidity of thought) the gloomy figure of Haasarac 
appeared, armed with a carbine, and followed by 
several other slaves anxious to save Jami, whom they 
fo und perfect lyunruffled, graspingh is poni ard , which 
streamed with blood, and tlie terrible beast and 
Adalia lying apparently hfcless on the pavement. 
Instantly disengaging the bleeding youth from his 
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uncouth disguise, Jami with the most intense 
anxiety examined his hurts, and had him borne to 
a. couch ; they proved deep and severe, and long 
confined him to the tediousness of a sick chamber : 
here Jam! passed each instant not required by his 
duties to Karmath, and viewing with great appre- 
hension the unheeded career of liim he so highly 
prized, Jami availed himself of the opportunity 
which confinement afforded to express the feelings 
of. his heart ; while Adaha, secretly rejoicing in 
the nearly fatal wounds, which thus banished the 
displeasure of his friend, was more sensible of the 
contrast of his constant intercourse, with the care- 
less indifference of Heman, who pursued his usual 
career of pleasures with some other favourite. 

The dreaded return of Karmath passed off without 
any of the evils looked for on the part of the offender, 
who was left in ignorance whether he even knew of 
the inddent, as not a word refei-ring to it escaped his 
lips ; and soon parting again from his home, Jarni 
was left in charge of his household. Adalia, now 
nearly recovered, was reclining on his couch, which, 
for the advantage of air and the evening sunset, 
was drawn before the opened window ; Jami, seated 
near him, was admiring the playful sallies of his 
mind, and watchful of each pause to instil some 
warning lesson and caution, when Adalia. at- 
tentively eying him, began as follows : 

" Well, my preceptor, you will see my future 
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obe<iieDce in actions at least, but thoughts joa 
know are free." 

" Why that threatening inuendo, Adalia?" 

" Because grave and penetrating as you are, and 
frivolous and thoughtless as I seem, many an object 
may perhaps come before the ken of such an one as 
me, which would never be glimpsed at by your 
wisdom. Now, doubtless, you deem all gratitude 
due on my part to the mysterious silent Kannath, 
and respectful dread towards that ferooous miHiGter 
Hassarac." 

" Peace," interrupted Juni ; *' curb your tongue 
toward one so deserving your gratitude as Kar- 
math." 

" So I thought formerly," replied the youth; 
" but a little more observation than they wish has 
taught me part of their secrets." 

" Fie! Adalia; becomes it your ingenuousmind to 
steal on our patron's privacy, and watch his ways ?" 

" No, no, "exclaimed he gai]y,"but to exercise the 
wits which nature has endowed me with may prove 
no harm ; nay, even yourself may become more 
indebted to mc than you are aware of. The 
feather, which shed from the wing of the towering 
eagle, sports, wafted to and fro, the mockery of the 
elements, when placed by wisdom in the well-aimed 
nhaft, may bathe itself in the heart's blood of the 
mighty." 

"Nobly said, Adalia, and what application 
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does your giddy pate make of this magnificent 
saying ?" 

" Oh ! Jami, you know not where you are, nor 
how surrounded ; nor do I yet see my way ; but I 
have a thought which long, long since, I liail de- 
veloped to you, but your well-ordered prudence 
and beaming eye of wisdom overawed me : I also 
wanted the power or means wliich now these for- 
tunate wounds afford me," 

" Why, Adalia, you dream ; list you not how 
eve by eve we have had the silent moments to 
ourselves? What hindered you then from making 
known your thoughts ?" 

" Look thither," the youlli replied ; he pointed 
from the elevated chamber to a dark frowning 
eminence, which, in the distance catching the beams 
of the setting sun, was settling fast in one denseness, 
as fading away, ray by ray, they announced the 
setting of the bright orb of day on the opposite 
hwizon. " As soon," said Adaha, " as the last 
sfKU-kles of light cease from that mound, so must 
our lips forbear their present theme." 

In a few instants the rich suffusion of the gilded 
clouds above, and the perfect form of the distant 
hill, announced the sun had set, and Adaha, as if 
by some master effort, overcoming every latent 
eSiotitin which he had betrayed, proceeded onward 
through the remainder of the evening with play- 
&j>iies8 and sportive raillery wliich surprised. 
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while it highly amused, his graver companion, who I 
could bul inadequately parry the light attacks of I 
his friend, as he ruminated anxiously over the I 
startling tenour of their past conversation — until ' 
Adalia gaily resumed : 

" What punishment, grave master, was you 
meditating for your reheilious pupil, when the 
beneficent panther clasped me so closely ? I saw 
the sweet Haasarac listening for the sounds which 
sliould call for the cord and the scourge he would 
gladly have presented me with." 

" Well, Adalia, I cannot say that they might 
have been wholly undeserved, had not your spotted 
friend, as you now gaily term the beast, inflicted a 
punishment far exceeding your offence; but what 
could tempt your thoughts to such a frolic, so 
frauglit with danger ?" 

" Oh ! the mere languor of having the same 
hours to pass in the same vacuity : then we float on 
the fine pool of our garden and fish ; the sport has 
no zest, no hidden charm of difficulty to overcome. 
The very finny tribe of the basin swim successively 
to the bait, as if wearied of the still element and 
their bounded range. Hcman pleasures in the 
Hpfirl, because his eyes glisten as he twists off the 
struggling victims from his hook. I dare not 
murmur or refuse— once I have done so! Well, 
you know not the secrets of our halls .' Then we 
swing — this has some charm. The mind has some 
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tone of elasticity as it loftily rises to the summit 
of a high domed chamber, and the thoughts work 
upward with the mounting blood ! The quoits are 
fine, but Heman must always win. Thus, tired 
with these sports, we resolved on a change, and the 
panther arrived quite opportunely to give me the 
credit of such a bright device." 

"Young offender as you are,'' Jam! smilingly 
said, " how do you excuse your torpid forgetfulness 
of ail my wise cautions in these various freaks ?" 

" Nay, dear Jami, we had both our schemes in 
this wild plan,'' AdaUa hesitatingly said, " although 
both were frustrated ; for Heman has since laugh- 
ingly told me, his kind hopes were to draw down a 
severe bastinado upon Bibars, whom he was enraged 
with a few days ago, and who had custody of the 
camels !" 

Observing AdaJia here hesitate in his avowal — 
*' Proceed," Jami said ; " prove your equality at 
least to the sage and benevolent intent of your 
playfellow." 

" Mine, Jami," he gravely replied, casting his 
eyes on the ground, " for to you every thought of 
my heart must be known — mine was the hope of 
acquiring and concealing, during the confusion, 
some of the Arab arms and equipments." 

Seeing, by the mounting colour and flashing eye, 
some desperate purpose lurking under this intention, 
^' d5 
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Jami exdaimed— -^^ Poor impetuous boy — ^weighs 
then the yoke ao heaTily — ^ 

Waned to silenoe by the exprearire eyei of 
Adalia, he turned and bdidd Hanarac enter the 
apartment, and soon Heman iqppeariog with Bibars, 
once again takoi into his favour. Jam! withdrew; 
for Kannath had in some measure placed his apart- 
ments and attendants distincdy apart, and con- 
necting their finishing pavilion with the aide wing 
where he himself resorted for study, which range 
was severely interdicted without eiLception to all his 
household. Heman he knew to be without curionty 
to pry beyond his dose indosures, and all around 
him were too incessantly occupied by his eeaadess 
rlaims for their services, to have any oppcntunity 
HiTordod to them even if they possessed the will ; he 
Imd also in Hassarac a vigilant guard whom no art 
t^ouid doceive cht surprise. • 

Jam! meditated deeply on the scene trfiich had 
fiassed, and in his chamber could scarcely dare to 
HJmpo forth the awful surmises his imagination 
would have given to the hints he had received. 
Aclalia, just turned of fifteen years, not yet free 
Arom the follies of boyhood, capable of penetrating 
the depths of such a mind as Karmath^s ! then the 
tone of heedless levity which ran through his 
actions and pursuits ;—-<* it cannot be,^ he ex- 
claimed akmd, but then the extraordinary look of 
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intelligence with which he accompanied each hint, 
abrupt and singular as they were, appeared con- 
vincing to his mind that something of Karmath's 
plans lurked behind. Ideas, also chaotic and 
terrible, hung over a few startling remembrances, 
and he resolved the next day to devote a con- 
siderable portion of time to Adalia and his com- 
munications ; but he was deprived of the desired 
opportunity, for Hassarac brought him intelligence 
of great displeasure having arisen on the part of 
the governor towards some Arabs of Peri Sabour, 
particular friends of Karmatli, The cacheff of 
Mesghid had seized several of their tribe, but they 
had the same night lieen forcibly released by a 
considerable party of their friends, who boasted of 
the friendship and countenance of Kannath as 
superior even to that of the governor of Hillah. 
The cacheff threatened an appbcation to the 
governor, and, finally disappointed of the money 
which he had hoped to extort by this menace, he had 
actually put it in force, and so effectually worked 
on his passions, that, naturally cruel ant! revengeful, 
the governor Othman meditated how to compass the 
faJl of Karmath. 

Aware of his power and influence being too 
strongly rooted for his present means of injury, 
Othman decided upon rendering the grand judge 
of Bagdad his ally, who now, by orders of the 
cali[Ji Haruii al Raschid, was making a tour of tbc 
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provinces of Irak. Bribed by a promised partici- 
pation in the reputed immense wealth of Kamiatli, 
the governor doubted not but he would eagerly join 
to consummate his ruin. Informed of the crisis 
approaching, Hassarac took notice of the governor's 
anger,andacquaJntedJamlforlhwith, requiring him 
to prepare for an early visit to the governor. Jam! 
resolved at once to ascertain OthmaQ''s intentions 
ere he proceeded further for assistance, and for this 
end, taking a present to give weight to his appli- 
cations, he arrived quickly at the gates of the 
governor's residence. An appearance of bustle 
and affected alarm was visible at the entrance, as it 
was intimated to Jam! that he could not be ad- 
mitted, from the governor being in council. 
Awaiting a considerable period of time in vain, 
Jaml retired to his patron's mansion in the city to 
revolve over some step, when none appeared so 
advisable as interesting the venerable Ebn Thaher, 
the cadi of Hillah, whose high repute for wisdom, 
and his independent office, made him a personage 
of great weight. Jam!, leaving his slaves at the 
outer gate, and fearful of meeting here also a delay, 
if not repulse, should he send a message, availing 
himself of the privileges of former friendship, 
he passed hastily tlirough the outer saloon, where the 
cadi usually heard his causes, into the inner cabinet, 
which, as a boy, he had often visited, but from 
whicli his long jpumeyings and distant travels had 
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for a length of time estranged him. The room waa 
small, but very beautiful ; a couch, or divan, of 
rose-coloured silk of Ghilan ran round three parts 
of the room, the floor of which was covered with a 
Peraan carpet, the side walls were coloured in com- 
partments, the centre one filled with beautiful 
flowers; the whole front glazed with sashes of sttuned 
glass, waspartlythrown open, and looking intoacourt 
planted with gay citrons and orange trees, in the 
ceatre of which bubbled up a refreshing fountEun. 
The cadi, seated on the centre cushion, was placidly 
smoking a rich Persian kailoon, which a slave, with 
his arms crossed before liim, watched and tended — 
upon a slender cedar tripod stood a few superb cups, 
filled with the strongest and most fragrant coffee — 
and by his side sate a female of exquisite beauty and 
blooming youth, who was presenting his favourite 
liquor to his Ups, Jami stood transfixed with sur- 
prize and delight, as he gazed on tlie fairy form 
before him, who hastily prepared to withdraw ; she 
was under the full stature, and slight as an airy 
sylph, but the lovely Lillah possessed a countenance 
beaming with sensibility and arch expression, her 
face wore the lustre and fresh tints of the rose — ^her 
eyes of hazel were defined by lashes of the soft 
brown which tinged her flowing tresses, intertwined 
with the jasmin's gay flower and exhaling perfumes 
— a light symar of pale blue silk was fastened around 
her slender waist by a zone of pearls— her vest im- 
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perfectly hid her light and elastic foot, shod by 
slippers of the same material: thus ethereal ap 
peared this vision of his senses to the entranced 
Jami, while her deep suffusion and heaving boacan 
spoke of kindred sensations of admiration, as she 
stood a moment before his stately form, and glanced 
his manly port and impressive mien, lighted up by 
the struggling emotions of his heart, shining through 
his dark black eyes of flame — the pause was short, 
as the cadi instantly signed to his daughter to leave 
the apartment ; but in that instant's space, they had 
each caught a view of their respective qualities, and 
were disposed to admit few subjects of contempla- 
tion at variance with their respective objects of ad- 
miration. 

Somewhat recovering his presence of mind, Jami 
entered on his subject, and solicited the aid &nd 
advice of the cadi ; but to his infinite mortification 
he found Ebn Thaher predisposed to argue upon 
the correctness and expediency of the governor's 
jealousy. 

" My young friend,^ he replied to Jami's ex- 
postulations, " see you not how strong the case 
stands against you? the governor complains of 
the highly respectable Karmath. What does be 
say ? He is too powerful for my control — for my 
command! Is this usual ?— is this commendable! 
At this moment Karmath's little finger would com- 
mand more followers in Hilloh itself than Otbiiura 
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the governor's signet ; atMi if this be the case 
within the walls of Hillah, I leave you to sunnise 
how it stands with tlie Arabs. By my faith to the 
prophet, there are few parts of the Euphrates 
where already he might not lord it even now." 

" Ebn Thaher ! Ebn Thaher T hastily ex- 
claimed JamI, " I marvel that you, a cadi, deeply 
read in the hearts of men, cannot discriminate 
between the ambitious projects of the proud man, 
and tlie necessary influence attendant on the ac- 
tions of such a being as Karmath ? Would he de- 
volve ruie and authority on me, leaving all his 
riches and means at my command, without ac- 
quainting me with his projects, had he any such in 
view? Now, as Allah is my witness, I know of 
none ; but this I know, if Ebn Thaher, now in his 
absence, would aid the arm and mind of Janii to 
avert this storm, the bounties of Karmath might 
do him more of benefit than all the rapacious go- 
vernors the court of Bagdad may send hither. 
What hopes even of this instant's formation 
struggle not within my beating heart ? You see his 
confidence in me," 

" Jami," said the cadi, " I affect not to mistake 
your meaning, or to disguise the deUght I should 
feel in these my declining years to join the fate and 
hand of my darling Lillah to yours, satisfied as my 
heart is also of your worth ; however, receive my 
tirst pledge of amity— take this sig^iet, it will ad- 
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mit you instantly to the presence and confidence of 

the chief judge, who is my near relation; but first 
wait a day or two, while I sound the governor, 
and draw forth his sentiments. Meanwhile, doubt 
not that Karmath will underrate your or my ser- 
vices; I can furnish you with secrets that he 
stands on the brink of fate ; but be faithful, and 
rely on Ebn Thaher." 

Embracing JamT, he dismissed him from his 
presence ; and Jami, rejoining his retinue, retook 
the route to the garden residence of his patron. 
He was occupied in deep thought as he entered 
the gates, until a message from Adalia entreated to 
see him. Starting at the name, he recollected the 
promised disclosure of the terrifying hints of thdr 
former converse, and as he revolved over Ebn 
Thaher's speech, and thought of the now sole oc- 
cupier of his heart, the beauteous Lillah, he per- 
ceived that his position was materially altered from 
what it had been in the morning, when, eager for 
the development, he longed for the hour in which 
he could safely visit Adalia's apartment. Now he 
also trembled to go thither, for his heart was filled 
with passion for his Lillah, and he saw that if he 
forfeited the favour and assistance of Karmath he 
lost her[for ever; he thereforeviewed with horror the 
approach of communications which might excite hia 
conscience against himself, and arm him against the 
disposer of his fate. Dragging liimseif into -the 
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chamber, he saw Adalia rising from his couch, his 
fine features animated with impatience as he pointed 
to the gloomy mound ; the sunset yet played about 
its shining tops. 

" Dear hasty Adalia, blame me not," excl^med 
Jami; " matters of deepest import, our master's 
safety, has kept me in Hillah. Informed by Hassa- 

" Ah !" interrupted Adalia, " that fiend ! he 
will whisper secrets in your ear day after day to 
lure you from my voice ! Already his pervading 
influence would blight our confidence. Master's 
safety ! matters of consequence ! what are they to 
Adalia's thoughts ? But hush, the beams leave the 
mountains, and you will see him enter ; only let 
nie implore you, seize to-morrow — no more delay," 

As he spoke, Hassarac entered, and Jam!, 
looking fearfully on the horizon, beheld, by the 
flush on the glowing sky, that the sun had sunk be- 
hind the hill. Whatever was the cause, it was ma- 
nifest that Adalia felt a dread of imminent peril, 
inhibiting him from discoursing on the subject of 
liis fears while darkness covered the eartJi, and 
that he also connected the impressions of his mind 
with the personal safety of himself and Jam!; the 
latter, therefore, was distressed at his neglect of 
attendance to his wishes, the more so, as Heman, 
entering pettish and displeased again with Bibars, 
whose coarse conceptions ill supplied the lively 
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variety of Adalia, testified extreme surprise at the 
ccmtinuance of his associate's seclusion, and a d&- 
tenninatioii to have his presence as usual in his own 
apartments, to enjoy his company and converse, untfl 
his recovery was quite perfected. The resolve was 
so adnntly supported by Hassarac, that it was that 
moment performed, to the mute and inexpressible 
anguish of Adalia, and the deep-rooted r^ret of 
Jami, who, awakened anew to the importance of 
the commimications of the magnanimous boy, le- 
cmed with exquisite pain his farewell, as he waved 
his hands in assumed cheerfulness fix»n amid a 
route^of slaves, who, in obedience to the wishes of 
Heman, bore Adalia in loud mirth, on his ooudi, 
into the apartment he usually occupied. 



CHAPTER IV. 



How fickle are the turns of fato in this sublunary 
sphere ! how minute the links which cement toge- 
ther tlie most important consequences! A pro- 
crastinated moment ghdes onward to the hours 
gone by, and is accounted but a. mere instant; yet 
in that Httle moment is cast the very dcTelopment 
of our destiny; it involves consequences so im- 
pOTtant, that, if fuUy understood, and well em- 
ployed, it would have brightened years of our 
existence. What would not Jami have endured to 
recall the fleeting moments occupied in merely 
passing from Ebn Thaher's mansion to the cham- 
ber of the high-spirited Adalia? — what now would 
he not exchange for the last evening's golden 
opportunity closed up for ever? It was, however, 
past and gone, and. the f^lls and machinations of 



their enemy successfully prevented the renewal of 
such a dangerous intercourse. 

The evil heart arrayed against Allah is kept in 
restless commotion ; in despite of its habitual hard- 
ness and rebellion, a, light, which nothing can 
quench, ever and anon whispers that it vainly 
opposes the supreme ruler of the universe; but 
hardened, not subdued thereby, it redoubles its 
criminal activity, and multiplies its snares. 

The removal of the youth was so sudden, that 
Jam! felt unprepared with any reason or motive for 
its prevention, as in truth his hurts, severe as they 
had been, were now so recovered as to offer no im- 
pediment, and the precaution of Adaha''s remaining 
on the couch inactive, was all that was now neces- 
sary -to perfect Jiis cure ; this was as well known to 
Hassarac as to himself, and Jami, aware of it, felt 
restrained by the declared will of his patron, that 
no person should exercise authority or interference 
with places or persons of Heman's household, but 
in cases of absolute necessity ; the more, however, 
he reflected upon the hints of Adalia, and thought 
upon the circmnstances past, the stronger he felt the 
boding impression that the constant appearance of 
Hassarac was not merely accidental. 

The day brought its own cares connected with 
the governor Othman, and as early as he thought it 
probable that he should meet him, he set forward 
to the residence of the cadi. Joyfully Jam! hailed 



KAHMATH. 69 

the tidipgs of Ebn Thaher being at that instant 
with Othman, as he encouraged the hopes of once 
agiun gratifying his eyes with the sight of Lillah ; 
patiently he remained hour after hour, and neither 
appeared, and Jami, at length wearied and im- 
patient, was about quitting the dwelling, when Ebn 
Thaher returned, and evidently under the influence 
of high irritation and disappointment. Passing 
rapidly on to his cabinet, into which he made 
a sign for Jami to follow, he threw himself hastily 
on one of the cushions, as he abruptly exclaimed, 
" My young friend, where is the noble Karmath?" 
and he listened with unfeigned surprize to the 
assertions of Jam!, that he was totally ignorant of 
his present stay, or probable absence. 

" See you not," my friend, " what a pretext is 
here afforded for the governor to enlarge upon ? 
these mysterious absences, hidden even from the 
favoured icmates of his household !" 

" AJas ! Ebn Thaher, what will not malignity 
fasten upon ? — whenever did malice want its keen 
edge to prove that all which is must be wrong? 
Karmath, busied, nay buried in the pursuits of 
philosophy and science, tJiinking of his neighbours, 
or of mankind, only to benefit and bless them, is at 
this instant probably at Bassorah, purchasing the 
spicy stores which shall replenish his beneficent 
storehouses, or amid tlie Hammerine mouiitdns of 
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Courilistan, collecting the sirnples and aromatic 
herbs known only to these wild mountaineers !" 

" Would to Allah, Jami, that you could persuade 
Othman that sucli simple pursuits were the objects 
of his journeys ; you have touched a key of deep 
import; theCoinds are the horror of the governor, 
and he views the strengthening ties of your patron 
with them even with greater dread than the already 
well known bonds of faith of the Ghuzzall, Montfeh, 
and Isboid tribes. This morning we have fully dis- 
cussed the causes and complaints entertained in 
Othman^s mind, and either he is the dupe of false 
intelligence, or Karmath has possessed himself of 
the power and force of the whole stream of the 
EuphrateSjfromRakaoftheWildemess, whence the 
merchants pass to Tadmor, even to Bassorah. 
Karmath, whose skill has weaved this net, might, if 
present, keep its meshes free from tangling; I, 
however, cannot venture uiy credit upon such a 
doubtful game ; your safety must flow from your 
swift and instant communication with the grand 
judge, ere his mind is poisoned by Othman ; my 
signet will accredit you to his presence, and success 
Httendyou. If you rise superior to the combination 
forming, Lillah, who looks favourably on you, 
is yours." 

■ Jam! was deeply agitated at his pertinacious 
refusal to permit him an interview with Lillah— 
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*' Young man," he exclaimed, " blame not the 
councils of prudence; when the boat already labours 
in the tossing ocean, would you add to its dangers P 
Hely on it a firm hand and cooi head only can clear 
you from the breakers — beware !" — and finding 
him inexorable, Jami left his manuon to revolve 
over his advice in this exigency. 

While he hastily prepared for the indispensable 
journey before him, Jami resolved to risk the chance 
of an intercourse with Adalia before he set out on 
an expedition which would occupy some days ; he 
therefore entered Heman's apartments under the 
pretext of announcing his intention, and found him 
in high delight at again possessing Adalia, and 
listening eagerly to some childish scheme for en- 
larging the swing, so as to contain Heman and his 
favourites at the same time. Approaching tenderly 
to Adalia, his look was that of deep sorrow as 
he heard of Jami'a proposed journey, but he uttered 
not a word, while Jami, secretly intending to 
remove from the youth an object of his dislike, p&- 
tilioned of Heman to spare Iiim the attendance 
ofHassarac; hishead was too full of the anticipated 
game to refuse any thing at this propitious miimte, 
and Jami, giving the strictest injunctions to Hassan, 
the steward, to preserve order and tranquillity 
until eidier Karmath or himself should return, set 
forth for the station of Peri Sabour, two days 
distance on the river Euplirates, without the op- 
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portunity or power of a raonient's discourse with 
Adalia, whose self-command under the trying dis- 
appointment Jam! viewed with admiration and 
wonder. While he was thus exerting his judgment 
and talents in support of the views and interests of 
Kannath, the youthful and apparently thoughtless 
boy, whom he left disconsolate and forlorn, was re- 
volving, with a coolness of discrimination far beyond 
bis years, the incidents wliich weighed so heavily od 
his mind, incidents recently past by, infixing inde- 
lible feelings, and fostering impressions widely dif- 
fering frfim those of Jaml. Under the hvely &olic 
of his animal spirits, Adalia was blessed with an 
understanding of peculiar quickness and shrewd 
conception, with a determination almost Iwrdering 
on obstinacy; under the flowery appearances of 
Heman's fellowship, he early felt the galling chains 
to which he was subjected, and hardy and self- 
willed as his infancy had been suffered to become 
under the affectionate peasant of Kcrbela, he bore 
with impatient indignation the severe scrutiny of 
Hassarac, to whom he was subjected. Without a 
congenial mind to commingle his thoughts with, he 
was reduced to depend upon his own guidance, and 
seeing no other path of escaping the watchfulness of 
Hassarac, but through the good will and smiles of 
Heman, whose will was a law to the fierce Ethio- 
pian, he so exerted the natural lively flow of cheer- 
fulness he possessed, as to entirely win the heart of 
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Hemaii, and to emancipate himself wholly from 
the thraldom of Hassarac ; while he felt the painful 
necessity of sustaining and improving those favour- 
able impressions, yet his fine intellect day by day re- 
volted more at his slavery, especially when his in- 
tercourse with Jam! furnished his heart with the 
friend and preceptor which he had so sighed for. 
These feelings acquired fresh force from the turn 
his thoughts insensibly took from two events re- 
cently passed by, and from which no incidents of 
pleasure, nor fear of danger, could ever afterward 
divert him. 

It was on a beauteous morning of the inoon just 
passed, that Heman and Adalia were diverting 
themselves with the splendid colours which the sun 
set off, as the bright plumage of the lory was 
wafted to and fro in its beams, that blowing off some 
feathers from a cage, Adalia enjoined Heman to 
keep them in play; then heedlessly seizing the 
amber-tipped pipe, which Kaimath in his visits 
sometimes used, he threw off some crystal bub- 
bles to compare with the lory's burnished feathers, 
declaring them to be far brighter in their hues. 

" Heman," he exclaimed, " see how much 
more radiant that fine globe of mine — how much 
richer the blue- Confound that leaf," the impatient 
boy exclaimed, as in the heat of their dispute a 
current of air brought down a small cluster of light 
leaves, whose contact quickly bereaved Adalia of 



74 

his argument, by destroying Iiis bubbles. Catch- 
ing, however, with versatihty, a leaf from the cheek 
of Hemaii, on which it had just settled, "Look 
Heman — look how the pretty leaf feels." To 
Heman's conceptions, the sensitiveness of the leaf 
was more absurd than the rivalry of the hubbies, 
he was unusually obstinate this morning, and Ada- 
liamost ardent and vehement: Heman denied that 
the leaf moved. Adalia seizing it to exhibit on 
his hand, found it had already experienced the fate 
of his former experiment, being crushed to atoms: 
the absence of the point in dispute did not bring 
either party to an agreement, until Adalia gaOy 
observing he knew where the trees grew, in fact led 
die way onwards, until they reached the comer 
of the rectangular square, and stood fronting the 
low arched door. Heman, unaware of any in- 
terdiction, saw only a sombre and melancholy spot; 
but Bibars, their chief attendant, appeared greatly 
alarmed at recognising the buildings forbidden to 
the household of Karmath, They now stood in the 
smaU court formed by the large high buildings, 
which reached to the Euphrates ; and on tlie oppo- 
site side the equally lofty walls of what appeared 
a pavilion projected considerably within the wall 
connecting it with the storehouses, all the interme- 
diate space was dark, with widely spreading trees, 
amid which Adalia instantly singled out the ininosa 
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species, whose sensitive leaf had been the subject 
of their contest. 

" Nay, Adalia,'' murmured the unwilling slave, 
" recollect the orders given, I tremble at the mere 
appeBrance of these gloomy trees ?" 

" Ah ! poor Bibars," exclaimed the headstrong 
boy, " what next injunction will your wise pate 
declare f Heman, do you remember his outcry to 
with-hold from you the arrow, fearing where the 
shaft might fly, after kindly dehvering to you the 
bow ; and with which, when you diaregarded his 
fears, you know tijat you split the gourd, and 
acquired all the delicious sweetmeats within ?'" 

In vain Bihars nowprotested, that in the two cases 
there was no parallel, as tlie present act involved the 
infringement of a positive order; Heman's pride 
became piqued at the insinuation of his young 
comrade, and he laid his positive orders on Bibars to 
place a ladder near the spot, which Adalia pointed 
out, as ihe favourable place to acquire the leaves. 
Bibars complied, with tears in his eyes, and started 
back with signs of terror, as the wind rapidly 
veering from the piiint whence it had blown, awoke 
a mournful rustling noise among the thickly 
spreading branches, and showered a cloud of the 
leaves they sought to acquire upon their heads ; 
at the same moment the low murmurs of the river, 
chafing its banks, came also on the breeze, in me- 
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lancholy tones, as of a wailing spirit imprisoned 
in the earth. 

" See," exclaimed Bibars, " here are leaves in 
plenty, I shall not have the ladder used;" but 
ere liis tongue could utter the sentence, the im- 
patient Adalia, into whose heart these signs im- 
parted a flash of fire rather than of dread, hastily 
running up the ladder, and leaning with an earnest 
gesture over the walls, seemed intently gazing 
on the spot, when a voice of thunder, and the 
arm of a giant seizing him round the waist, in 
the very act of disobedience, revealed the dreaded 
Hassarac. 

" Audacious boy," he exclaimed, " tremble at 
thy punishment!'' The bold aspect of the offend- 
ing culprit evidenced him to be unappalled by 
the threats of the black, whose cruelty he well 
knew; but the earnest supplications, mixed with 
the commands of Heman, for this time preserved 
his favourite from further pain than the rude fall 
from the ladder, caused by the violence of the 
furious Ethiop. The incident appeared forgotten, 
but the teeming thoughts of Adalia ran upon 
certain appearances he had noticed from his for- 
bidden stand, and his piercing gaze had traced a 
communication leading onward from the set of 
apartments occupied by Heman, which reached 
even to the pavilion which he had caught a glimpse 
of from the wail. While he pondered on this disced* 
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very, he saw no mode whereby he could advantage 
hhnself of it, the walls being without windows 
lowards that quarter, and the lengthened halis of 
lofty and inaccessible elevation being lighted from 
dotneij rising from their centre. In the furthermost 
one, Adalia had influenced Heman to have hia 
swings placed, and hither he now resorted with the 
vain hope of penetrating the secrets hidden in- 
scrutably from his view. 

Although so much younger, and more volatile 
than Jauii, he had much more revolved over, and 
meditated upon, the ties which led Kannatb to 
interest himself in his fate, he had some indistinct 
remembrance of a ceremony when he was led into 
his presence, and some words muttered over him 
as a portion of his hair being cut off, was burned 
on a rude stone, shaped as an altar in the garden 
of the peasant of the lake of Kerbela: that he 
was allied by blood to Karmath he could not be- 
lieve ; setting himself to watch the events of the 
day as they revolved, the mysterious reserve of 
Karmath, and the unabating vigilance of Hassarac, 
shaped forth many wild and uncertain musings in 
his thoughts ; the hall, wherein they swang, was 
the daily object of his examination ; but how to 
perforate its mass of wall : 

One close and sultry day, when after long and 
fatiguing merriment in this exercise, Heman 
rushed forth in eager amusement with Bibars; 
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Adalia, resting awhile in ihe now motionless swin^, 
was led back by silence and solitude te his usual 
train of reflections, and lulled by the approochiag 
shadows of evening, lie was insensibly surprized 
by sleep, which must have continued a consider- 
able period, as, upon opening his eyes, he found 
himself in perfect darkness. Far from feeling 
alarmed at the sohtariness of his situation, his heart 
beat high, as he thoughtfully reflected upon the 
secrets of what he deemed his prison-house, when, 
involuntarily throwing his eyes upwards, he was 
surprized by the minute glimmer of a vagrant ray of 
light darting througha crevice, so momentarily, that 
withdrawing his eye in the surprize of the instant 
he could not ag^n catch it. With great caution, 
however, conveying towards the wall the stool 
used for ascending the swing, and mounting on it, 
he discovered a hole apparently formed by acci- 
dent, and which day-Hght never would have ren- 
dered visible; even at present upon applying his eye, 
at first all was dim and indistinct, but soon its 
powers improved, the circle of vision appeared to 
expand, and his heart violently beat as he per- 
ceived the so long sought for opportunity in his 
power — he beheld a lofty chamber lighted up 
dimly by uncertain flashes — the walls he could 
not distinguish for a misty darkness which floated 
around. Once or twice a body, of what sort he could 
not ascertain, floated betwixt his eye and the lig^t 
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suddenly ; and he scarcely could forbear shrieking, 
as a bright blaae, intense as hghtning, flashed on 
the walls; his young heart palpitated with terror, 
for in the next moment he saw a teraph, a pallid 
child's head, that seemed scarcely yet staunched 
from bleeding, appear on the wall, and open 
its eyea of demon light, while some low sounds 
seemed to question it, as the lips moved but no 
voice reached his ear. In another moment a hand 
traversed the wall, on which it sketched the 
features of Jami; and in another instant Adalia felt 
as if his eye-balls would start from their sockets, 
as he beheld his own lineaments; while gazing 
ardently on the evolving lines, his eye caught the 
demon sparkle of the teraph's look, and Adalia 
felt the conviction, as it shot its glare upon his 
vision, that he was discovered. But not a moment, 
not an instant's pause elapsed, ere he thought he 
heard whispered, amid the throbbings of his 
frame, "jly, fly ! and imitate sleep r — and dart- 
ing to the swing, as he heard a noise as of thunder, 
he determinately coiled himself within its ropes. 
and lay as if buried in slumber. Good spirits 
in this awful moment must have infixed courage, 
and strength celestial in such a tender youth, as he 
passively withstood the horrors of a visitant from 
the dreadful scene he had just witnessed. 

A dark form entering the hall swept around 
in fearful scrutiny ; often it approached his still and 
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motionless frame, as if watching him with intensest 
gaze; but after a long — a terrible pause, feeling him? 
self seized with a grasp of fury, which nearly crushed 
his slender limbs — " Sleeper, idle loiterer, awake !" 
was uttered in the thundering accents of Hassarac, 
fiercely scrutinizing his countenance by the light 
of a torch, which flashed into brightness in the hall, 
where it always stood ; the black then denounced 
his inevitable woe and death upon any repetition , 
of his oflFence; and Adalia, worn out by the 
contending emotions, which convulsed his over- 
burthened mind, crept to his vacant couch in the 
anti-room of Heman, to ponder upon the scenes 
which he had witnessed, and which he carefully 
buried in his own breast. The. freak of tlie pan- 
ther, whereby he had hoped to provide himself 
with fire-arms soon followed, and the affecdon and 
nobleness of Jamf s mind had made Adalia bless 
the wounds which thus brought them together, 
and enabled him to hint at his secret, and to solicit 
his assbtance. Unhappily his awe of JamI de- 
layed the discovery so long, as allowed the ferooU' 
ous Hassarac, who seemed his evil genius, again 
to interfere; and replunge him in all his former 
difficulties ! 



CHAPTER V. 



" Wen ! I mait pisy with these poor puppets ; 
The qdrit's pastime in his idli; hours." 



Adalia passed the night succeeding his removal 
in the distressing impressions which the dis- 
appointment, resulting from the loss of JaniTs 
counsels and assistance, naturally excited, and 
the horrid doubts and suspicions which the mid- 
night scene engendered; conscious as he always 
felt of the fierce scrutiny of Hassarac, his instant 
a[^)earance, and revengeful look, bespoke a com- 
munitypfpurpose with theunhallowed scene his eyes. 
had just witnessed, and convinced him that super- 
human powers and malignant cruelty were exer- 
cising an invisible influence upon his fate, as well 
as that of Jami, now become more dear to him 
than his own. He traced the instantaneous inter- 
ruptions given to his endeavours of penetrating 
these mysteiies, as well as the fatal delays of com- 
uanicating his suspicions to Jaml^ and he drew 
e5 




the dreadful inference to his miiid, that some 
warning charm, or potent agent, acquainted his 
terrible master with the approaching danger; 
" but whence the motive which can influence power 
such as Karmath's to contend with a feeble boy ?" 
the more he sought to unravel the mystery, the 
deeper his mind became entangled. " One thing 
(he whispered as if fearful of having unseen wit- 
nesses}, one thing they err in, they shall not find me 
the duped and idle youth which, unhappily, Heman 
considers me. Surrounded with infernal snares 
and faithless treachery, how can I escape, or how can 
I cope with their terrible power ? but I will not 
wait their ripening plans. Escape I see is vain — aid 
or help I can have none, but may not their schemes, 
infernal as they are, rest on contingencies as well 
as mine? What if I sought a counter charm even 
in the chamber of the spell ? Grood spirits ! for 
surely such reside amid yon glittering stars, shape 
forth, and breathe your influence on these strange 
and dreadful scenes ! Surely if the mind thinks thus 
securely within itself, although beset with spies of 
demon malice, there must be powers of good that 
hold this spiritual- converse, and who see — with 
pity see — the labouring doubts that overwhelm my 
soul ; O ! aid a being new to life, its joys, and snares, 
and let not fiendish cruelty triumph uncontrolled," 
Amid these uneasy meditations and projects, 
Adalia dropped into a slumber; restless 
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agitated, he dreamt that he was with Jamt in a 
garden of flowers, his heart overflowing with hap- 
piness and proceeding to unfold the secret which 
so burthened him, when a small black cloud, not 
thicker than a man's hand, in an instant overspread 
the sky with darkness, and the lightning's flash 
struck JamI by his side ; he awoke in a violent 
agitation, the drops stood on his forehead, and 
he was about exclaiming aloud in his agony, but 
a sudden impulse restrained him ; and closing his 
eyes, softly murmuring the sage Hejage's thought, 
" the light of thy heart is in prayer in the dark- 
ness of the night," notwithstanding his terror, he 
again momentarily slumbered; JamT was once 
more by his side, and he was expressing his de- 
light, when, with a frown of anger, he pointed to 
the spot of his trespass on the forbidden walls, 
and, acutely tortured by the imaginary scene, and 
at tlie moment angry for what he deemed leaguing 
with his foes, Adalia thought he hastily entered 
the hall of tlie swings; it seemed dark, and he 
leant for support in one of the recesses around, soon 
he fancied that some one entered, and taking a torch 
(the centre one) from a branch shaped as a yew 
tree, always supporting seven torches of a red 
colour in the alcove, it immediately lighted; and 
the form walking up to the end compartment, 
where a similar alcove adorned the further extre- 
mity of the hall, crumbling part of the wax in the 
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palm of Ills hand, it instantly dissolved into a 
fluid of the colour of blood. Dipping his fore- 
finger in, lie wrote, in hasty characters, upon the 
centre of the alcove, " Karmath !" and instantly, 
without a inomenrs pause or sound, a panel, in- 
visible to every eye from its deep tracery and 
moulding, opened inward, and the figure passed 
from his sight into the chamber of mysteries. 
Adalia, breathing heavily, awoke with a violent 
■tart, and to his joy saw the sun already risen, and 
the music of the birds resounding amid the trees. 
lU-vived by the air, and the morning's sweetness, 
having thrown the varnished shades of his window 
open, he lay some time, as well to regain his com- 
poBure, as to shape some resolve which his mind, 
wrought up to a point of high excitement, was 
bent upon adopting. The last part of hia vision 
most affected him, and recalling his midnight 
thoughts, and persuaded that his aspirations were 
heard and answered, he resolved, as soon as the 
evening allowed of his resorting to the hall, tliat he 
would place his fate upon the trial, for something 
within assured him that there was no path which 
might yield such safety as magnanimously daring 
the evil in the name of Allah. To his youthful 
rashness no evils appeared so dreadful as those of 
slow creeping delay and doubt, and this resolve 
once formed, his spirits felt lightened and elevated. 
Calling ricinan to his couch, hcgmly annoimced 



his intention of joining him for the day, which de- 
lighted the vacant mind of his companion, who 
had miBsed his plaj'ful aid and habita- 

" Well, Adalia, how quickly some can recover 
when they wish," lie niumhled forth. 

" Not so, Heman, but when they are wanted," 
he hastily replied, to take off the edge of his 
dangerous observation. " I dare say Bihars has 
been dull enough with his heavy games, and daily 
fishing. Own fairly, Heman, has he thought of 
one new sport? or left off one morning's fishing?" 

" Perhaps not; but what will you do, now you 
boaat so much?" 

" Leave me as evening comes on to take my re- 
pose quiet and undisturbed, and I will instruct 
Bihars in such a game for the outer court as shall 
delight you all ; but remember your word, it must 
be there, or I shall liear all the noise and clamours 
without the pleasure !" 

Heman repeatedly promised lie should have liis 
evening entirely alone, especially as Adalia declared 
he should rest, and therefore would keep no one 
from the sport ; but Bihars, sulky at perceiving he 
was likely to drop into insignificancy from the 
returning ascendancy of Adalia, refused to under- 
take the lesson, and the impatient youth in despair, 
fancying agiun some malign influence overruled 
every effort, fiimg himself on his couch. In silent 
" moodiness," Hassarac away and Karmath absent. 



he thought when again can such a conjunction of 
propitious circumstances occur! Eying the inflexible 
Bibars witli disdain, as lie revolved these thoughts, 
Hetnan, also enraged at his hopes being baffled, 
and loudly threatening, as the steward Hassan 
entered the court, wlio soon saw by their variouG 
countenances that some important trouble existed. 
Appealed to instantly by Heman, who detailed the 
proposition of Adalia in most favourable and 
glowing colours, Ha-ssan not only approved of, but 
promised many assistanccfl to give the fete an un- 
usual splendour, eulogizing the desire of Adalia to 
please his companion and his master's heir. Poor 
Bibars, to whom Hassan was scarcely leas dreadful 
than Hassarac, gladly commuted his contumacy for 
an unusual and redoubled alacrity, and the moming 
passed in varied engagements and preparations. 

A mock fighi was to form the opening game, in 
which Heman always greatly delighted, from its 
resemblance to mischief and misfortune. This 
medley struggle was to be terminated by a signal 
from Heman, on the entrance of masked dancers 
with flowing symarsand slight batons, theu the van- 
■ qutshed in the fight were decreed to run the ring of 
these dancers, until fortune directed them aright in 
the choice of partners, when the whole circle were 
to join in the gardens of the fountain, decorated with 
flowery arbours, hung with garlands and streamers, 
and amply supplied with fruits, slierbet, iced 
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liquors, and cakes; and while refreshing tliemaelves 
from their fatigues, some experienced assistants, as 
the darkness deepened, were provided, with brilliant 
fireworks and devices. Such plans, associated with 
the licence of the scene, of course spread universal 
joy and mirth throughout the mansion, which wore 
the appearance of a temple of merriment, neither 
of those mdividuals being present on the spot, 
whose aspect of reflection and gravity might some- 
what temper the scene, 

Adalia, elate of purpose, shone pre-eminently 
gay, directing all the details, and amusing every 
one by the most inexhaustible store of expedients. 
Little could the giddy throng have surmised on 
what desperate resolves he was meditating, while, 
as if eager to ward off reflection, or to nerve his 
somewhat recoiling purpose, he plunged headlong 
into the noise and distraction of the sports. Often 
his mind sunk into deep abstraction as he put the 
appaUing interrogatory — " Why may not the whole 
be a test, a trial of my discretion, and consign me 
to the merciless cruelty of my enemies?" But 
then, the horror of going on day by day with a mind 
like Heman's, and follies as now rolled around him, 
seemed to Adalia far worse than death. He smiled 
(and could he have ventured it, the smile would have 
been of bitter scorn), as he seemed just awakene<l 
to the frivolities which hitherto he had played with. 
Such was the change wrought by the horrors which 
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had broken on liini, and the thoughts crowding on 
his soul in one short moon, that he wondered al 
himself; he remembered with a degree of solemn 
terror, as liis mind ran rapidly backward, that it 
was precisely a month, one revolving epoch of the 
planet most genial to midnight scenes of preler- 
natural sway, since he had ran the imminent peril 
of most cruel tortures, and now he was about taking 
the far more dangerous step of entering the horrid 
abode. " Why decide that Karmath ruled its 
guilty scenes? his eye had not seen him;" he 
shuddered at the retrospectj but nerved more and 
more even by the wildering surmises of his troubled 
thoughts, he eagerly gazed at the beaming glories 
of the sun, and wished them set behind the ever- 
lasting hills, as he sighed forth— "Opportunity is 
swift of flight and slow of return." The sun at 
length did set, joy and revelry resounded through- 
out the gardens, and all its inhabitants absorbed in 
eager pastime, from the grave steward to the 
humblest slave, regaled in Heman's presence, re- 
gardless of the youth who, stretched on his couch in 
a far distant chamber, watched with intense anxiety 
the bright suifusion of the gilded sky fade and melt 
away, and the face of the heavens gradually become 
darker and gemmed with sparkling stars. The 
depth of his revolving thoughts and daring purpose 
communicated an elevation of look and air, as the 
moon, rising from behind the frowning mass of 



the Birs Nemroude which intercepted her rays, 
streamed in a bright hne of radiance on his varying 
countenance. His clear brown eyes> his mouth and 
lips of fearless ease, now wore a hue of settled 
determinate purpose^ deep and resolved, which ill 
assdmilated with the slender delicacy of his youthful 
form, and as he girded his flowing vesture tighdy 
around his waist, and inserted a crooked knife whicli 
he had secreted in hia girdle, the pale lustre of 
the moon, shining on his colourless cheeks, gave an 
unearthly hue to his figure ; as a marble form of 
Grecian art, Cupid, or Fawn, motionless on its 
base, shines in beauty in the moonlight hour. 
Thus determined, he stepped on tiptoe to the window 
which had its shaded blinds wide open — he leant 
forward in the garden — not a leaf moved, but, on 
the right, the flashes of radiance showed the ex- 
hibition begun, and the constant laughter and 
noises loading the air, gave assurance to his heart 
that all was safe, and he need fear no interruption. 
" What do I seek ?'' he questioned inwardly, as he 
gazed instinctively on the bright planet sliining 
above him ; instantly his unquenchable spirit sug- 
gested — " My fate, my deliver&nce, or death ! The 
hour is come, vain fears and doubts farewell P 
Although slender and unformed, his stature was 
nearly its full height, and turning quickly to leave 
the apartment, he drew back, as he saw opposite to 
ijim a preternatural Ggure leaning toward him ; 
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a second glance convinced him it was but his 
lengthened shadow reflected in the moonbeam, and 
resolving to think no more, but dare the dreaded 
scene, he calmly descended to the garden, and 
passed without hurry or precipitation (if perchance 
he should encounter any wandering slave) through 
the court and outer portico which led into the hall 
he sought. 

There, in an alcove adjoining the entrance, stood 
the imitation yew, and seven red torches; seizing 
the centre one, and prepared for the nght, he 
eagerly saw it flash into a bright flame : his eye in- 
voluntarily gazed around the hall, which was of 
dimensuons ample enough to supply the range for 
the full scope and action of three swings, hung for 
Heman and his favourites' sport. The roof was bo 
lofty as to be invisible in the uncert^n beams 
of the solitary light he bore, and the walls on either 
side, were marked in skilful compartments, zigzags, 
and Arabic scrolls of tracery, enwreathing groups 
of delicate flowers ; the whole apartment, formed of 
stone and domed, was divided in vast compartments 
of cedar frame-work, and grouped with hangings of 
silks and muslin drapery flowing downward to the 
marble pavementj deep cornices empanneied along 
the wall, softening its unusual elevation, and the 
whole structure displaying a richness of fancy and 
decoration. The upper end of the vast apartment 
showed an alcove similar to that of the entrance^ 
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but without any braiicli of torches, or obstruction 
whatever. 

Looking at the whole outline around, the youth 
paused a moment only, as if gathering resolution 
from the respite, and then slowly glided along the 
pavement toward the upper end; as he passed 
the centre, he looked eagerly on the large dome, 
from which its light was in the daytime received ; 
he now looked for the moonbeams which should 
play in its circle, but none appeared therein, and all 
was dark and gloomy ; he vouchsafed not a mo- 
ment's longer delay, but stepping eagerly to the 
alcove, and entering its shadow, he crumbled part 
of the wax which be grasped, and beheld, with a 
deep tone of settled purpose (as he had seen in his 
vision), that it gradually decomposed and became 
a crimson liquid in his palm ; dipping his finger 
tlierein, by a violent eflbrt he traced "Karmath," 
and the moment that he had ceased marking the last 
character, spontaneously and noiseless an empan- 
neled doorway opened inward, and the wreathing 
rolls of cloudy mists and vapour allowed to Adalia 
the fatal chamber of mysteries ! Casting a look into 
the dark obscure, and rapidly shaking his torch to 
arouse it into a brighter flame, he daringly entered 
the passage; but as he stepped forward, and the 
blaze of the torch reached the wreathing vapour, an 
instantaneous burst of flames enveloped the whole 
, rushing forth in vast volumes into the hall 
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itself, and overwhelming the wretched Adalia by 
th^ fury. 

While Adalia thus adventured upon misery and 
woe, the household around Heman quafi'ed the 
bowls of enjoyment, and were delighted in the 
sports which had thus propitiously flowed onward, 
without check or alloy. Hassan eagerly seized the 
opportunity of recommending his services and ex- 
ertions to Heman's notice, and spread around a 
variety of luxuries, which added highly to their 
rapturous enjoyments. Heman, seated upon a 
rustic seat of state, reposed on crimson cushions, 
■ two fair slaves fanned him with ostrich plumes as 
the heated air flushed his cheeks ; at the moment of 
their fullest delight, as two rockets aiicended high 
in the horizon, and threw forth their stars and 
globular balls, and every face uplifted, followed 
their spangled shower of hre — " God of my 
fathers !" Hassan excMmed, " whence are those 
flames?" and he pointed to a torrent of fire, which 
soared upward majestically, streaming on the dark 
vault of night. At this alarming appearance, the 
festive spot became the scene of confusion and wild 
alann, they poured impetuously toward the apart- 
ments whence the flames issued, and long ere ihey 
approached the lofty hall, bright, clear, and un- 
moved by a breath of air, the fiery torrent was seen 
pouring forth through the dome, in the centre of its 
roof, as from a furnace. Hassan, agonized and 
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frantic, rushed into the hall, followed by the moat 
daring of the slaves, and to their horror beheld the 
flames crackling with fury amid the wood-work, 
which was in one entire tonflagration ; the materials 
of the hajiginga and decorations were already con- 
sumed, and the fire spreading upward around the 
dome, fragments of burning limber fell at times on 
the pavement, rencicring all approach highly 
dangerous, while amid the ruins lay the lifeless body 
of Adalia, at tiie further extremity of the alcove, 
^{rasping a half cousunted torch, the apparent cause 
of all the desolation ; in the centre also stood a 
gloomy form, looking on the scorched and inanimate 
body of the hapless youth, then turning to the ter- 
rified and shrinking slaves, pale and affi-ighted 
at the tremendous scene, he hoarsely murmured 
forth ill tones of thunder — " Take that rash 
and treacherous boy ! take him, I say, from 
the fate he so well merits, and bear him to the 
black hali of the haraiii !" Though death stared 
them in the face, as the eager flames threw 
forth thar forky flashes and ran along the walls, 
yet three black slaves made a desperate plunge, and 
seizing on the scarcely to be recognized figure 
of Adalia (of him so lately the blooming and 
animated planner of their joys, so brilliant in life 
and pleasure), they rushed from the burning hall in 
the moment previously to tlie dome falling with a 



94 KABMATH, 

tremendous crash ; while volumes of smoulderiiig 
smoke now buried all around in impenettable 
darkness. 

" Alas r said the hearustricken Hassan, as he 
saw the poor Adalia bome along (his head droop- 
ing and reclined, his frame scorched and power- 
leas) — "alas! poor floweret !" he murmured, " truly 
the remembrance of youth is a sigh" — but the 
settled gaze of the figure who had directed the re- 
moval of the senseless boy sealed the lips of 
Hassan. With trembling terror he beheld him 
fiercely motion them to leave the hall. ThefiJl 
of the roof, which followed the dome, had, in fact, 
confined the flames within barriers which thej 
could not surmount, and a second warning bade 
Hassan withdraw every slave from the spot. The 
beautiful building continued to bum while any 
wood-work remained, parts of the walls crumbhng 
away at times feU inward with a crashing sound, 
the heavy vapours loading the clear sky, showed 
that the destructive element had also consumed the 
apartments beyond ; but surrounded by high brick 
walls, and interdicted to their steps, the ruinous 
spectacle was only gazed on from afar with pallid 
and affrighted looks ; soon it ceased altogether to 
burn, and nothing gave notice of the horrid scene 
whicli had passed but an occasional flash of light 
issuing forth from some half-consumed fragment. 




CHAPTER VI. 



"Shadows of beauty! 

Shadava of pover 

Rae to your duty — 

This is thehoui." 



JamT, by nature deeply reflective, and possessing 
the ine3tiniB.bl« boon of a calm and solid judgment, 
was at this period in danger of becoming the victim 
of that passion, which in tlie bloom of youth seizes 
on the heart, and wholly fills it with its all-powerful 
impulse. Love of LiUah formed indeed the present 
chain of his existence, and Adalia, and the many 
concurrent objects to annex importance to his com- 
munications, were regarded as matter of dread ra- 
ther than of interest by him ^ but while he shrunk 
from the confidence which might interfere with his 
hopes of Karmath's favour, another sourc*; of 
anxiety awakened his feelings, as he now more 
fidly perceived his utter dependency upon his pa- 
troB for situation, prospects, and happiness ; then 
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rushed also on him the startling query — " Who am 
I ? whence was I brought ? wliat are the nature of 
those tiea wliich bind mc to Karmath's will ?" He 
had often revolved those thoughts, but in so dif- 
ferent a way formerly, that they appeared to him 
now first suggested, for they had come on him in 
moments of light joy; and the pang which shot to his 
heart when he pondered now upon appealing to Ear- 
math for their solution, Iwspoke no less the ascen- 
dancy of Earmath's influence, than the fear that 
the investigation was forbidden. Once, and once 
only, he had touched the string ; it was in a mo- 
ment of seeming tenderness on the part of Kar- 
math, for Jami had rescued his beloved Heman 
from impending death. His countenance then in- 
stantly altered to tlie most terrible expression, as he 
replied — " What leads the curious Janii to search 
for what is hidden within Karmath's heart? be 
warned — the past would only lead to wretchedness 
or death. The present and the future are Jami's; 
be the zealous friend of Karmath, and respect his 
secrets, and honour and prosperity flow in Jami's 
paths.'" From Hassan, or any other inmate, he 
could derive no clue to guide him ; and thus he 
had resigtied himself to an ignorance which he 
had no means of combating ; but his heart beat 
violently, as he thought upon what might be the 
searching interrogatories of Lillah; and he sighed 
as he revolved that, perhaps, the confldealial 
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avowals of Adalia were in part meant to supply 
the knowledge which he wanted. 

From these conaderations he reverted with 
eager delight to ponder on the promises of Ebn 
Thaher; and in youth's sanguine, flow of hope, he 
deemed every obstacle overcome, and Lillahhis own. 
Taste, poor youth, the sweetness of thy fleeting 
dream of bliss ; for so transient is the state of man, 
that in his most prosperous fortune, a shadow, 
passing light, throws to the earth joy's baseless 
fabric < 

Jam! had passed his days usefully in the endea- 
vours of his anxious mind to effect the wished for 
and favourable impression on the personage whom 
the hints of Ebn Thaher almost represented as the 
arbiter of Karmath's fate; but little did he then 
fathom the deeply-laid schemes of the master wJiom 
he was serving. Never could he have chosen a 
more propitious spot for the interview than Peri 
Sabour, where his former residence and virtues had 
justly endeared him to the whole population. No 
sooner was his appearance known than the Arab 
parties in its vicinity drew near the town, and 
pitched their tents in friendly amity close to the 
place ; and the aged sires admitted the youthfiilJami 
to their councils, while the young eagerly sought 
for him to adorn their games, and the infantine 
groups of tenderer years looked for his caresses. 

Already stationed at the place, and gray in years 
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and experience, Kazim, the chief judge, could not 
witness these signs of excellence without according 
bis confidence to the noble youth before him, whose 
representations aided what his worth had so wdl 
begun,, and their c(mferences soon terminated more 
and more to Jaml^s wishes and desire; and flat- 
tered with the reverential obedience testified for his 
office and honoiu^i evidenced by the whole circle 
within Jamrs influence, delighted to renew in his 
society the charms of cheerful youth and sangmne 
hope, even Kazim detained the somewhat reluctant 
Jam! to accompany him to Hillah, and under his 
auspices, to restore the good understanding between 
the governor and his patron. To Jam! the pro&. 
pect of this reconciliation seemed the realization of 
his golden dreams ; and the boon of Lillah, with 
some portion of Karmath'^s numerous lands, con- 
nected with a charge for Heman, floated before his 
fancy as the gracious reward of his useful service* 
Absorbed in these hopes, he had ceased to torment 
his thoughts upon the hints of Adalia, which he 
wished to regard only as the hasty fancies of a 
volatile deceptive imagination. Thus, after some 
days, they approached towards the residence of 
Karmath, which, being some distance from Hillah, 
and higher up the stream of the Euphrates, they 
must necessarily pass in their progress to the city ; 
but first they floated in awful silence by the long« 
spreading mounds and ruins of Great Babylon, the 
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sunbeams rested on the frowning mass of the Mu- 
jelebe, the Kasr, and Amram, as the grand and 
desolate scenery rivetted their sight ; closely ad- 
jacent to which appeared the groves of his gardens, 
and the court's wide opened gates, while the band's 
gaily sounding music proclaimed the feast pre- 
pared ; and JamI (in answer to his eager inquiries) 
heard that Karmath had for two days past been 
again at tlie head of his family, and ihat the go- 
vernor Othman, reconciled to their master, was at 
that instant returning the ceremony of a friendly 
visit. Eazim expressing a desire immediately to 
join the meeting, Jami dei^iatched Hassarac to pre- 
pare his patron for the honour ; and his happiness 
was at its height, as the servants of Ebn Thaher 
entering the gateway brought thus together the 
individuals upon whom he rested his hopes of hap- 
piness. Amid these anticipations of delight, no 
opportunity had been afforded to any of the house- 
hold to acquaint Jam! with the dreadful fate of 
Adalia; for Earmath, instantly approaching the 
grand judge, sought to win his favourable accept- 
ance and opinion by the easy softness and urbanity 
of his manners, as he bent lowly before liim, and 
emphatically felicitated the province upon the be- 
nefits of his presence. Slaves appeared bearing a 
canopy, rich carpets were spread before him, and 
burning censers sent forth clouds of fragrant gums 
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of Arabia. After receiving honours almost of 
royalty, the venerable Kazim was seated on the 
couch of dignity on a similar elevation with Oth- 
man, while Karmath, placing the cadi by his side, 
assumed a humbler cushion; refreshments flowed 
in rich abundance ; a row of slaves followed, bear- 
ing to Othman the present of a scimetar and 
dagger, both of tried Damascus steel, the hilt and 
scabbard of gold, enriched with blazing jewels. To 
Kazim was presented a golden box, which contained 
a row of pearls of Ormuz, each of surprizing big- 
ness ; and another row of inferior, but still of costly 
richness, laid also before Ebn Thaher, completed 
their admiration of the wealth and generosity of 
the donor. So well did Earmath season his dis- 
course with flattering appeals to the immediate 
bias of each, that the impression sunk deeply and 
favourably into the hearts of the three persons thus 
accidentally grouped together. 

Addressing himself to Kazim, he inquired when 
the caliph had set forth for Persia, as his last 
accounts from Bagdad had represented his dis- 
pleasure against the Persian monarch. " Would 
that reasons of state, great Kazim,'' he said, " as 
the decrees of justice, could flow from the lips of 
wisdom; then Persia, sweeping from her bosom 
the predatory hordes of her mountains, might, as 
her blushing roses, bloom in attractive sweetness, 
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divested of the rankling thorn ; but now the roots 
of her mountains spread out through Irak, to 
harbour the spoiler and the robber !" 

" Truly, Karmath," the judge replied, " it is 
not want of wili or knowledge in the all-wise coun- 
cils of the commander of the faithful that over- 
looks this source of crime ! Hitherto the military 
chieftains of the two empires keep up these bands 
of criminjds, and participate in their spoils ; but, 
in short, my aim, confided by the august command 
of Hariin al Raschid to my care, has been to put 
down this dangerous enemy; and, with the joint 
sanction of the Persian governor of Kerman, this 
difficult task will be performed. Lo ! by MJrza 
Abdul's suggestion, I am to seek some person high 
in the confidence of the fickle jealous Arabs, who, 
midway on th^ stream, in a place of strength as 
Hillah, may by prudence, by wdy art, and silent 
steps, root out their bands, which alike consume 
the industry, and drain the l:est blood ot botn our 
countries !" 

" True," Karmath slowly repHed, " the view 
and aim is worthy the great adviser and distributor 
of justice of the Eastern world! but where can you 
find such a character P" 

" Why in yourself," the gratified judge 
promptly replied, " in yourself, who alone have 
anticipated from the dictates of prudence the very 
thoughts I have been long revolving." 
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Here Othman expressed some sentiments upcm 
the Arab character, which betokened his jealousjr 
of the plan; and Karmath, judging the original 
cause of their dissension to be too fresh for such a 
stride of power as the proposed conunand might 
create, urged his occasional character of physician, 
and his habits of study, so judiciously to Kazim, 
as allayed the growing discontent; and the judge 
looking around, as if in some fresh train of thought, 
exclaimed — " where is my young friend, my con- 
ductor P^*^ He vainly sought for Jam! ; for Jami, 
during the period occupied by the conference, was 
very differently engaged than by anticipations of 
pleasure or of power. 

Entering eagerly the court, as he withdrew with 
diffidence from the conferences of Elarmath, and 
such eminent personages, the first being whom he 
met was Bibars, from whose lips he had the ex- 
aggerated detail of events, which froze him with 
horror. To Bibars, as well as to the whole house- 
hold, the conflagration seemed the effect only of 
Adalia's imprudency, in entering with a flaming 
torch the forbidden apartment, forbidden accord- 
ing to Hassan^s statement, as a matter of provident 
care, to secure them from the rash act which, 
igniting the foul vapours, had laid all the range of 
buildings in ashes. Jami, struck to the heart with 
dread, connected its extraordinary scene, which 
Bibars detailed most minutely, with surmises he 
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trembled to think on. But losing every thought 
in the horror at Adalia'a loss, he learned, in answer 
to his eager inquiries, that no one knew what was 
liis fate, or wliether he still survived, since he wa* 
borne into the harem. Now Jam! felt the full 
strength of the regard he entertained for this in- 
teresting youth ; anguish and keen solicitude over- 
coming every impression but that of liia misery, 
wrought so powerfully upon his mind, that he re- 
solved upon instant steps to save him, if it was not 
too late, even at the peril of all his hopes. At 
this critical instant, while hia soul flamed with in- 
dignation, he was summoned to the presence of 
Karmatii. He was listening to the partial com- 
meudations of the judge, wlio had just pointed 
JamI out, in terms of praise, as the exact person 
for the important trust they had been detailing, 
and as one, whose innate fortitude, and self-con- 
trol, would efi'ect all they required, when, hastily 
entering, he evidenced a countenance of such per- 
turbed and agitated feelings, as sti'uck all but 
Karmath with surprize. Observing the astonish- 
ment of ail present, and unchecked by the signs 
of command used by his patron, he implored to 
know the state and situation of Adalia; while he 
determinately continued his entreaties, yet carefully 
couching his expressions for Karmath's ear, he 
advocated the cause of the unhappy Adalia with 
evident success, conjuring Karmath to ease his 
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anxious feelii^s for the youth. " If ever my obe- 
dience," he exclaimed, " has merited your kind- 
ness, or my desires your favourable notice, reward 
me now by according to the unhajqiy one your 
pardon, and to me a knowledge of his fate!" As 
Jami thus poured forth the anguish of his heart, 
even the keen eye of Karmath perceived that, in 
his present frame of mind, it was in v^n to look 
for any acquiescence or calm aisent to the project 
before them, while he felt so acutely the evils of 
another ; and revolving the hidden secrets of his 
schemes, he resolved to make the liberation of 
Adalia another means of binding- closer around 
them both the links of destiny to his will. 

Graciously smiling on JamI — " accept your 
wish,'" he said, " Adalia still lives, but his punish- 
ment, although severe, exceeds not hia ofFenct; — 
hence he is yours; withdrawn from the snares c^ 
self-will, be it yours to teach him gratitud-? ; a few 
days will restore him to his duties — but let us not 
lire our guests with such unimportant topics:" 
then presenting Jam!, glowing with gratitude, to 
the surrounding guests, the important trust was 
conferred on him, so desired by Karmath, wherein 
Kazim also felt encouraged by Ebn Thaher''s hints, 
who already looked upon Jam! as his son-in-law. 

Caressed by the counsellor of Harun al Raschid, 
ail these distinctions, gratifying as they were, 
yielded at this instant to that most delightful feel- 
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mg — the preservation of Adalia ! Thus far ^1 pro- 
ceeded favourably ; Kannath reconciled to the 
governor, and occupying his own post in his house- 
hold, Janii anticipated the hope of being indulge<i 
with the presence and converse of Lillah. But his 
first interview with Adalia was most touching ; 
admitted into the apartment, he beheld with pain 
and astonishment the emaciated frame and liollow 
eyes of the unhappy youth ; lifting towards him 
his feeble arms, he ^ed torrents of tears, as he 
learned from Jami's lips tlie benign alteration in 
his fate. 

The recovery of Adalia was most rapid and 
satisfactory ; each day saw him improve in strength, 
and recover the appearance of healtli, especially as 
he now no longer waa confined to the society of 
ITeman, but placed under the charge and control 
of Jami. His mind also became endowed in every 
intellectual attainment which he could confer ; but 
amid their d^ly engagements, so dearly prized and 
eagerly sought for by the assiduous youth, Jam! 
remarked with surprize, that Adalia never once, 
under any circumstances of mere allusion even, 
adverted to, or spoke of the fatal hints which he 
had formerly so anxiously sighed to disclose, still 
less did he speak of any circumstance connected 
with the conflagration, which had so narrowly cost 
him his existence. If some hidden cause operated 
thus potently upon his young and tlioughtlcss mind. 
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Jam! was influenced by a vanety of reaaong to avoid 
flo distressing and inexplicable an event. In all the 
movements of Adalia^s plans^ sinister preposaeasions 
seemed the originating cause of his attempts upoa 
Karmath'^s forbidden haunts ; they now lay exposed 
to the eye in ruins, and nothing particular ap- 
peared in their character. Jarni felt himself tfaoe- 
fore especially engaged to discourage the diidoBurey 
while he even drew an unfavourable inference of 
their foundation in truth, from the perseTerii^ 
silence of his young companion; and ooncdvii^ 
that he felt too much ashamed of his pertinadoos 
error to avow it. Jam! most willingly adopted also 
the silence ot Adalia, and appeared unconscious of 
the past. Ag&isting Karmath in lus extensive in- 
teroourse with all around, both Jana and AdaUa 
only seemed anxiously desirous to obliterate tfce 
past, by the most unreserved sulnnksion. and at* 
tendance* 

In one instance, and that a most material one for 
his hap{Hness> Jam! found the respect and legjsid 
of bis assckiiate painful and burthensome, in; the 
restraint it interposed to his seeking the knowledgie 
al Ins patron's mind respectii^ Lilkb. Eliii 
Thaber, much as he approved of the union, pnik- 
dentty interdicted dieir being much together beisfe 
the sanction of Kannath was obtained^ a taidt 
wAieh he eautioudy devolved upon Jami; aiid he 
felt himseH insensibly obstructed in the tadt, by tile 
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presence of Adalia at the hours of intercourse 
which the occupations of his patron afforded. 
Once he eagerly seized a transient inteii'al to press 
his suit, but felt awed and disconcerted by the 
unmoved air with which he Hstened, and the cool 
tone in wliich he postponed any decision ; but at 
iengtli he found Kaimath in his garden, and he 
resolved to satisfy hiniSelf on the point now nearest 
his heart. 

Karniath had summoned Heman to his presence, 
and was adding some ornaments to his appearance, 
looking with parental tenderness on his comely but 
vacant features, when, lifting his eyes, he saw Jami 
in respectful attention beholding him ; for a moment 
a sensation of the fiercest, the most malignant 
nature, shot from his eyes, subdued, however, in- 
stantaneously by a smile of kindness as he welcomed 
his approach ; but Jam! coidd scarcely banish the 
feelings of horror and antipathy excited by the 
glance, until thinking of the son, the object of 
a parent's anxious desires, he felt deeply for the 
trial of such a source of sorrow ; and with firmness 
entering on the difficult and anxious subject of 
Liliah's love, he encountered a mystery and obstacle 
which dismayed him. Cool and unmoved Karmath 
lifiteDed to liis impassioned entreaties, and at length 
he received the unsatisfactory and mysterious reply, 
to awEiit in patience the space of one ciFcling moon. 



108 KABMATH. 

within which time, '^ Lillah,^ with a smile Karmath 
added, " would be one ,of his family.*" Ere the 
impatient Jam! could extort any explanation of 
a saying so painfully dubious, a large company of 
the Arab chiefs approached, and he was obliged to 
forego at present the hope of satisfying his mind; 
the more he revolved the matter, the more uneasy 
his feelings became, and at length he determined to 
sustain himself, by confiding all his doubts to £bn 
Thaher's breast. 

Jaml therefore hastened to Hillah, and the sun 
sunk with grand magnificence behind the tower and 
gloomy mass of the Birs, as he entered his dwelling. 
The cadi was absent, but he was now. admitted as 
a matter of especial favour into the cabinet or 
private hall formerly described, where sat Lillah 
awaiting the return of her parent^ attended by her 
nurse, and. a favourite black slave; her appearance 
was refreshing* to his pertiurbed and tortured feel- 
ings, as the genial dews to the dried parched verdure 
of the plains : he also seemed the object of her con- 
verse, as well as of giving pleasure by his presence, 
as she gaily pointed to a vacant cushion near. 
" Melka,'' she exclaimed, " has just excited my 
terror and my fears, in declaring that yoursjelf 
and Kartnath favour the black sorcerer found 
among the ruins of theKasr! she laughs at my 
scruples, and declares I shall be one of your family, , 



who are all masters of the spell ! but surely Jami 
thinks the law of the prophet wiser and better than 
the aid of evil spirits ?" 

Jami was thunderstruck at thus, as it were ac- 
cidentally, hearing the words he had scarcely dared 
to permit his heart even to surmise repeated against 
him, and his confusion seemed to give the fair and 
lovely damsel acute uneasiness, as placing her hand 
expressively on her heart, she called on Allah to wit- 
ness her detestation of magic, aTid her resolve never 
to wed one stained with such an imputation, 

" Whence, disposer of my fate ! whence, beau- 
teous Lillah !" Janii said, "these distracting ex- 
pressions ? Could you read this heart, here you 
would see how pure its faith ! how strong its hatred 
of unhallowed spells !" 

" Alas ! Jami, where indeed is truth when you 
fail me ?" Waving her hand to her black slave, who 
left the apartment, she continued^" my father has 
now long been absent, summoned by the grand 
judge, who, pitching his tents amid the mounds of 
ruins, was alarmed last night by some of his train 
espying a hght issuing forth from the swelhng heaps 
of the great centre pile, the Kasr. Led by a con- 
fidentia! officer of the judge, some slaves of his, 
concealed by a crevice, witnessed sights wonderful 
and unhallowed, until rushing suddenly on the 
•wretch, practising his arts in daring security and 
carelessness, well knowing the horror felt by all of 
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US for these ruins, they secured and bound him ii 
chains, hurrying him away before Kazim himadf. 
This wretched man has been all day before him 
and Ebn Thaher, and has avowed himself theakve 
of Earmath; at first he was mistaken far hit 
favourite Hassarac (here Jam! involuntarily started^ 
recalling the hints of Adalia), but at length,^ she 
continues, ^^ he calls himself his brother, and hit 
name is Zamor. Such are the news Melka has 
just brought, and with such feelings of approral at 
made me send her hence. Not if a throne were 
your inheritance, should Lillah^s hand join that ci 
a malicious sorcerer^s r 

^^ Sweet Lillah,^ said Jami, eagerly trying to 
soothe die excited sentiments so strongly tdt, 
^^ judge not so hastily of Earmath^s faith, hit 
honour must not be sullied by a wretch'^s testimony ! 
mingle not Jam! with arts as much bis detestatkm 
at they are yours — direct me to your fiither !** 

^^ Hasten then, Jami, to the distant plain, I 
tremble for your safety, but there they may be 
found; my heart'^s best hopes and wishes are 
winged thither with you.'' 

Eissing the slender hand Lillah gaily extCTtded 
toward him. Jam! bounded from the court, and, 
ordering his attendant to await his return, he struck 
into the route leading to these wonderful piles. 

His heart swelled at the reproachful association 
connected with himself, at the obstacle so solonnly 
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placed to his hopes if tlie least stain sullied his 
uame ; terrified at the remembrance of all the con- 
current appearances affecting the character of 
Karmath, his strange seclusions, his extraordinary 
habits, the hints of Adalia, he resolved, without any 
delay, to justify himself at the hands of Ebn 
Thaher, even with the risk of bringing down the 
hatred of his patron, which he firmly resolved 
to dare, if, as he feared, his practices were those of 
magic power. Now he beheld a crisis of his fate 
of high importance, to clear himself at once in 
Kazim's, and in the cadi's mind, and on the spot 
to dare the malice of the detected slave. 

It was already dai-k, for the sun had set ere 
lie entered Hillah, and his courser pursued with 
clanger the route, as he rapidly approached the 
outskirts of the village of J unijuna, and entered the 
swelling mound which reat;hes to the Euphrates ; 
he cautiously passed the openings of die high en- 
circling monnd, and paced the damp and nitrous 
valley which skirted the sombre and widely di- 
verging ruins of the hill of Amram ; the way was 
dark, the ground rough and rugged, being strewn 
around with loose heaps and fragments of shattered 
bricks; the route soon became altogether hidden, 
as the moon veiled the imperfect light she had 
hitherto thrown around behind a deep dense cloud, 
JamI, who had hitherto hastened onwards under 
the excitement of an impatient and almost irresistible 
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impulse, soon was awakened to his danger by his 
horse nearly stumbling over a small hillock, and the 
animal stopping short, evidenced great reluctance 
to advance a step further. Recalled to the soli- 
tary horror of all around him, Jami eagerly looked 
abroad, and around him, for some show of the tents 
or retinue of the grand j udgc — not a being appeared 
in sight, nor any trace of their resort ; he listened, 
as he cautiously bent forward to aid his impatient 
gaze — not a sound could he hear, but the low moan- 
ings from the Euphrates, which crept solemnly up- 
ward from the high banks of mystic bricks and 
ruins, checking the river's mighty course ; at length 
he impatiently called aloud, at the utmost stretch of 
his voice, on " Kazim," but the sounds of Kazim 
came back from the ruinous heaps, dead and 
heavily, as if the very air was impenetrable, and 
refused their admission into its element, repelling 
them on his startled senses. Impending over him 
hung the.frowning mass of Amram — all was dark — 
he questioned his own dauntless heart, and judging 
that, if he could clear this overshrouding hill, 
he might get the aid of some beaming star to light 
his path, he plunged his spurs into his fiery 
courser's sides, who sprin^ng imjietuously forward 
a few paces, fell with a violent shock from a mount 
ofconsiderable height, and by the effort precipitated 
her rider forward on the ground. 
. Jami lay long insensible on the spot where 
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fell, but when consciousness returned, he per- 
ceived with horror that he was entangled amid 
these dangerous and ill-omened ruins, without 
the least clue or guiding beam ; he closed his eyes 
overcome, when, again as he gazed, a small glimmer, 
as a glowworm's lustre, seemed to play before him, 
and desperate of purpose, he resolved to follow 
whither it would lead him. Ahhough much bruised 
by his recent catastrophe, he mustered strength to 
seek the end of his bold attempt, and through 
hollows and deep ravines, over strewed ruins of 
what once were glorious palaces, he proceeded 
gradually onward, when a sharp growl, loud and 
menaxnng, which issued from an impenetrable cavity 
of darkness, bespoke the lair of some savage beast. 
Jaml's heart beat high as he grasped his scimetar, 
and with difficulty dragging onward his steps, the 
pain of his fall obliged him to pause. The 
whistliogs of the wind sounded mournfully, as he 
lifted his eyes, and gazed intently on the wild rack 
scudding swiftly over the sky, obscuring the moon, 
usually so bright and free from cloud ; he had pro- 
ceeded a length of way, enough he deemetl to carry 
his sight upward to the verge of the most elevated 
of these piles, the lofty Mujelebe, whence he hoped 
to have seen those whom he sought ; he was soon 
mournfully satisfied that they all had left these 
dreaded scenes of terror, long ere he had entered 
them, by some other approach ; and panting and 
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sickening with pain, and the insuperable diificullici 
around, he in vain endeavoured, aoiid the uneas]! 
tlioughts which assailed him, to regain aonie self-l 
collcctedness ; at this moment the terrible beast, I 
whose hai-sh growl had so lately startled him, ap-1 
pearetl advancing, its eyesflamingas a bright torch I 
amid the darkness; he was aware, from its hoarse I 
breathing, that it was a lion, and drawing his 
scimetar, he held it extended toward the glaring 
eyeballs. The beast (as if awed by his intr^idily) 
stopped, and became stationary, while Jam!, still 
approaching a rising eminence of ruined bricks im- 
mediately behind him, slowly ascended an elevation 
of Guch importance to his safety, and following up- 
ward another, and another billowy slope, skirting 
the brink of a deep yawning chasm, he surmounted 
the towering sweep of ruins, when his exhausted 
frame (worn down with the hurts and bruises he 
had received, and suffering under the singular 
honors and dangers surrounding him) sunk to the 
earth, under a tree, whose boughs of feathery tex- 
ture hung over him, just visible in the darkness. 

Long he lay motionless and defenceless ; he at 
length aroused himself, under the dread of be- 
coming the inevitable prey of the wild beasts of 
these dreadful haunts. Revolving in his thoughts 
the situation wherein he was placed, a solitude of 
horrors, amid ruins so gigantic that every step 
migjit precipitate him into some horrible cleft to 
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instant destruction, he felt compeilwl, both by 
his present weakness, as well as by prudenee, tu 
rest the remainder of the night, and await the 
return of day ; but he involuntarily shuddered as 
he saw the dark shadows surrounding him, and 
remembered the fears cntertaineil at these ruins, 
and the evil spirits who were believed to make 
these caverns and recesses •their favourite resort ; 
distreesed with these various sensations, he also 
felt acutely the doubtful stain which his absence 
might attach on him in the affections of Lillah. 
While thus perturbed and agitated, he was seized 
by sleep, which, quickly banishing all traces of 
sorrow, sunk on him with refreshing sweetness. 

He beheld the Easr in his dreams, but shining 
in mid-day brightness, and a tree of pensile foliage 
bending to the earth, underneath whose boughs 
he reposed ; and as he lay rejoicing in the glad 
exchange from midniglit gloom, looking on the 
Euphrates sparkling in the sunbeams, his senses 
were ravished by strains of soft melody, so sweet, 
as stole over him with nil ineffable charm, chasing 
far away every thought of anguish and pain — celes- 
tial sounds bearing within their sphere that thrdling 
efficacy, which lifts the soul above its fleshy 
prison — renews its sense of heavenly origin — fresh 
plumes its wings of thought, and radiates it with 
dehght ineffable, such as were its own, ere sin 
and weakness marred its powers, and dimmed its 
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visual ray divine — sweet joys, such as will be the 
soul^s, when AzreePs dart shall open Paradise. 
Thus Jaml lay entranced in joy^s pure stream, 
as he beheld a silvery cloud gently float before 
him, bearing a form of benignant softness and 
shining beauty; smiles eternal played on the 
features which brightness clothed as a garment, 
and gold and azure cinctured around — ^no certain 
form was seen, but brilliant dies and glittering rain- 
bow hues adorning a spirit more lustrous than the 
morning star. Regarding Jami, as he lay con- 
fused and overcome — " Poor child of day,** he 
thought flowed from the celestial lips, ^' well hast 
thou refuged under that holy tree, luded by powos 
divine ; the snares of the wicked are around thee, 
and as yet thou knowest them not. Fear not, Jami, 
I am Zephon, thy good genius; suffer you may 
perforce — wicked you cannot be but by your will 
To give you warning of your danger, and to call 
forth that will, free to soar or fall, I am permitted 
thus to meet you — the crisis comes, and to-morrow 
fail not to repair boldly to the tree, the Kasr 
tree — meantime, collect its holy dews, which have 
been your safety against the savage beast, and 
unseen foes, more terrible than lions of thb desert 
Touch with its moisture the lips of charmed 
Adalia, he will prepare thee for thy midnight trials. 
Hope ! Jami, hope ! and despair not ; the favour 
of Allah, may he be praised, is joined to obedi- 
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ence towards him.'^ As these accents flowed as a 
rich burst of melody from the benign genius, a 
suffusion of lustre, too dazzling for human eyes, 
withdrew the benevolent Zephon from Jamfs view; 
and his whole frame glowing with delight, he lay 
in the sweetest bands of sleep, until the sun, lifting 
his bright orb over the distant hill of Al Hymer, 
spread light and joy over the face of nature ; and 
JamI awakening, found his steps had led him to 
the Kasr, and that he lay under its well' known 
tree. His drawn scimetar, still strongly grasped in 
his right hand, pointed towards the ruined heaps 
where his enemy no longer could be seen; but 
tracks of the lion^s paws, in the light dust of the 
ruins, moistened by the morning dew, i^owed the 
lair of his retreat might be sought for near. De- 
scending the yawning ravines, with wonder how he 
could have escaped their precipitous clefts and 
holes, he came to the wild scene, where he was 
shocked at beholding the dead body of his feb- 
vourite horse (who had been stunned, and perished 
in the fall) already made the banquet of the wild 
beast and the howling jackall; that he himself 
felt revived, and even fresh, and renovated from 
his hurts, he ascribed to the propitious vision 
which engrossed all his thoughts. As he hastened 
onward to Hiiiah, determined to guide himself 
wholly by the supreme influence he felt exerted in 
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his behalf, his form bore an air of dignity, a 
his deep full eye shone with an energy and elc! 
tion most attractive and commanding, as he pac 
the awful ruins of Babylon, and prepared hii 
self to encounter the future. 
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CHAPTER VII. 




-' You shaU have no bond 


(ut your 


own will—no contract save yc 



With Oiese subjeets of reflection Jami enteped 
the court, where his appearance, dismounted and 
alone, spread general surprize, as inquiries had 
been frequently made by Kazim, and also by the 
cadi, incited by the impatient uneasiness erf 
Lillah for liis safety ; to these motives were super- 
added an uneasy suspicion and doubt connected 
with the object of their judicial inquiry. 

The grand judge had, for a considerable period 
of time, received the most urgent and imperative 
commands from the caliph to extirpate from his 
empire every individual professing magical arts; 
and the caliph followed up his persecution against 
the masters of necromancy with an energy and 
rigour most astonishing to all those individuals 
who witnessed the insatiable curiosity of his mind, 
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and the eager thirst Harun often had testified to 
have the wonders of the cabalistic charms exhibited 
in his presence. What the causes were which 
excited his present violent proceedings the caliph 
confided to no one ; rumour had hinted at some 
mysterious prediction, which declared that an 
empire would arise more durable than his throne, 
preserved by spells and magic ; with this declara- 
tion was commixed, as is usual, some doubtful 
point of a being destined to be a scourge to the 
East, if his star bore him through the danger 
impending over him from the caliph's wrath. 
Thus instigated by ambition, and giving full scope 
to his natural severity, the caliph had rendered the 
detection of every practiser of magic the moat> 
urgent duty of his tribunal. 

Actuated with this spirit, Kazim, the grand 
judge, was truly alarmed at the development of 
such a league as the connexion of the black sor- 
osrer with Earmath betokened. Hitherto he had 
seized on single culprits, persons of solitary ma- 
lignant habits, whose punishment had generally 
been welcomed by popular approbation; but 
Karmath was rooted in the love and esteem of the 
province, and surrounded by a strength which 
placed him almost above the law: even £bn 
Thaher he saw entered not into his apprehensions 
and views, and the more he revolved the whole 
combined circumstances, the stronger became the 
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conviction of his mind, that some great event hung 
contingent upon Karmath's plans. 

Revolving within his own mind that no possible 
trace should be left unexplored, he had so care- 
fully secured Zamor, not only in chains, but by 
personal ward, that he feared not his eluding his 
custody even if deeply versed in ma^ic art. Hav- 
ing therefore formed the project to proceed to 
Karmath's mansion, and acting as if conscious of 
his innocence, he carefully kept in his own bosom 
the confessions wrung by the fear of instant death 
from the unhappy wretch, intending to confront 
them together, and to draw some augury from the 
effect produced tliereby on Karmath's countenance. 
Kazim, in pursuance of this determination, had 
given orders for Zamor's removal to Hilloh, under 
the threat of his instant execution there, despatch- 
ing directions to prepare his funeral pyre ; when the 
offender prostrating himself, requested his mercy 
until he had developed to him the accomplices 
of his crimes, and placed them in his power. Alone 
with Kazim, he confessed that even now they 
were in converse at the Mujelebc pile ; he dwelt 
with deepened sighs on the assurance, that " his 
unhappy end before him left him one only desire 
to fulfil ere he perished, which was, to extend the 
death prepared for himself to those who had 
F;educed him to their infernal arts." Kazim was a 
person not moved by such appeals, but zealous tu 
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execute the full rigour of the law, and determined 
not to lose sight of the ofl'ender in his power, ha 
had hastened forward with all his suite, and ap-l 
{ffuached the awful ruin ; it was thus ihat Jami, I 
who had galloppcd to the Kasr from the southern 1 
side, had been disapiminted of that interview he 
sought for through such dangers. 

The evening (as Jami had found it) was stormy, 
and the frowning hill was concealed by heavy 
clouds; but, surroonded by his followers, and also 
accorapanicd by £bn TJiahcr and his officers, Kazim 
pursued his way, eager to arrive thither ere the 
daylight failed, Zauior, of tall colossal figure, 
his arms fast bound, fitly indeed resembled the 
demon of darkness stalking towards this guil^ 
dreary pile, rent on every side, torn and defaced 
by the elements, and lightning shattered ; on every 
lengthened front, its dark and gloomy mass, per- 
forated by holes and riven clefts, displayed a ter- 
rible devastation, and on the north, an indenting 
chasm opened the gigantic mound from top to 
bottom ; the impending fragments jutting outward, 
appeared ready to full, and consummate the ruin of 
all within their shade. Over heaps of vitri&ed 
brick^s and misshapen mounds, a guard, holding 
over his head hare and exposed, a gleamiiig sci- 
melar, preceded and followed by guards, and in 
view of the gratid judge, Zamor slowly approached 
pnward to this frightful gorge; they enttred its 



shadow, and turning to the left, a dark passage 
^ipeared, its extremity concealed in profound 
gloom; on each side of a low arched vault a 
passage or crevice branched off, leading onward, 
but shrouded in darkness ; near them appeared an 
abyss, involved in perfect obscurity, but by its 
sounds terrifying and affrighting the guards from 
all approach. Kazim perceiving their irresolution, ■ 
stepped onward to ascertain the cause, and liimself 
alarmed at the dismal prospect, immediately retired, 
filled with indignation at the culprit who had dared 
to lead them to the brink of such a dangeroua 
spot. He was on the point of ordering his instant 
death, and the uplifted sword was stretched out, 
wlien whispering sounds distinctly issued from the 
crevice within a few paces of their station, and 
Zamor, with an air of confident assurance, looked 
forward, as if there abode the vile practisers he 
had engaged to deliver to their justice. Still hold- 
ing the sword uplifted over his head they went 
forward a step, guided by the glare of torches,- 
wbich the moment's pause allowed them to light; 
breathless with the sensations excited by the awful 
scene, and their contiguity to the tremendous agents 
of supernatural rites, tliey proceeded cautiously, 
skirting the deep and faithless pit or well, whence 
issued sulphureous smells and sounds of woe. The 
foremost slave shrieked out — " the well of the evil 
angele, Haroot and Maroot !" At a beckon from 
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Kazim, the bright sword struck at the culprit; 
but ere the words were uttered, the giant Ethiopian 
had sprung into the abyss, and its boiling vapours 
slirouded him from their view. Terrified and 
alarmed at the frightful horror of all surrounding 
them, Kazim stood irresolute and thunderstruck, 
when the pit rolled forth such a dense mass of 
poisonous vapour, as admonished them to fly in- 
stantly from its pestilential influence. Happily their 
boats having accompanied them, they embarked in 
precipitate haste on the Euphrates, and mounting 
the stream, far beyond the frowning ruins, they 
passed the night in recounting the extraordinary 
scene. 

Much Kazim reproached himself for trusting 
one instant to the wily speeches of Zamor, and 
resolving to bury in his breast his suspicions of 
Karmath, lest it should alarm and put him on his 
guard, he contented himself with enjoining on 
the governor the most rigorous examination of the 
i^ase, and a watchful eye on his actions and designs, 
an office which Othman gladly undertook. To the 
cadi he advised that a notice of the past circum- 
stance might be made known to Eaimath, in words 
which betokened neither uneasiness or suspicion, 
and pleading the urgency of public business at 
Bagdad, he hastened to bear his surmises and 
discoveries to the foot of Harun al Raschid's throne; 
but the cahph unfortunately had departed from 
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his capital, on an excur»on of pleasure to Tub 
ill KorSssan, his native air and birth-place, and 
thus an interval was afforded to the most flagitious 
of men, and most potent of sorcerers, to prepare 
a plot whicli nearly threatened his throne, and 
which established a race of assassins in a bond of 
secret influence, which awed and defied the whole 
power of the caliphate. 

Long had Karmath prepared those arrangements, 
and kept that close connexion with the wdd tribes of 
Eastern Persia, which placed him above the fear of 
the law, andenabled him at any period, which he had 
chosen, to have maint^ned an independency amid 
the passes and mountains of Mazanderan. Haling 
the caliphate, he detested the race of Persia yet more ; 
to set both at defiance, and erect an authority, in- 
dependent of both states, had been the aim of his 
silent and successful schemes. Not content with 
governing the bodies of men, he had inculcated 
such impbcit obedience to his wiD, that, at a word 
or nod, they would throw themselves down a pre- 
cipice, or from a lofty tower, esteeming a death 
well recompensed that had the sanction of his 
presence. Long since had Karmath assailed the 
throne of the caliph, but revenge and hate were 
dearer to his heart than even ambition, and what- 
ever were the causes, he pursued this passion with 
a fierce devotedness of purpose, which for a time 
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put aside even the plots and prospects of his futil 
greatness. 

Jami, on entering the mansion, found his absenc 
had excited alarm and surprize, and already having 
heard the details of the event at the Mujelebe, 
which had been spread around with exaggerated 
horrors, and perceiving on every side events 
rolling onward, which he foresaw must disclose the 
true character of his patron, and menace himsdf, 
he hastened to Adalia, whose heart had been torn 
with a^nguish at his absence and peril; instantly 
JamI pressed his lips with an Arabian amulet, a 
heart of jasper, which he always wore, and now had 
bathed in the dews of the Easr tree* No sooner 
did it touch his lips than the interesting youth, widi 
an effort and a sigh, as of recovering some long-lost 
recollection, appeared thoroughly conscious of the 
past; while, therefore. Jam! fcHrbore to augment 
the depths of his feelings by any present communi- 
cation, he heard with intense anxiety the events of 
Adalia^s daring efforts, and his too accurate and 
faithful appreciation of Karmath^s character. 

Jam! was still listening, and also musing how to 
mark to Lillah his horror of the imputation he so 
innocently suffered from, when a slave entering 
from Ebn Thaher, announced his approach. Jam! 
was revolving intently over the necessity existing 
for removing immediately the unfavourable con- 
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struction connected with his disappearance on the 
evening of the sorceries of Zamor, when he saw 
that the cadi had already entered the gate, and was 
in close converse with the now hated form of Kar- 
math. 

Ebn Thaher was so engrossed by their subject, 
which, through their interview, became more and 
more interesting, that he took no further notice of 
JamPs presence, than that from time to time he 
turned his eyes towards him, as if connected with 
the object of their discourse. The stature and 
aspect of tJie cadi, firm and venerable, were finely 
contrasted by the Arab robe, which, as a distinctive 
mark of his birth, enfolded the towering form of 
Karmath. His eye and softened voice persuasively 
accompanied each other in their appeal, and the 
cadi listened impatiently, when JamI, no longer 
restraining himself, and stung to the heart by the 
suspicions which involved himself, urged him to 
examine the ruins of the demoHshed chamber in 
the presence of Karmath and of Hassarac. Kar- 
math, to the infinite surprize of the agitated Jami, 
made not the smallest objection, and rather in con- 
formity to his conjoined entreaties, than from any 
existing suspicion, Ebn Thaher, accompanied by 
Karmath, by JamT, the summoned Hassarac, and 
other slaves, proceeded through the courts to the 
ruins of the forbidden apartments. 

The progress and marks of the ilames were most 
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vidble; the remains of the splendid hall lay in 
heaps of rubbish amid the vestiges of massy but- 
tresses around, and further on were merely shape- 
less ruins. Untouched and insecure, they mani- 
festly threatened destruction to any person ap- 
proaching them, and Earmath was explaining the 
abandoned neglect of their appearance as arising 
from his hitherto unformed plan of reconstrucUng 
them, when the cadi, fancying himself called upon 
by the former hints of Kazim, the grand judge, lo 
make a show of investigating the scene, was ap- 
proaching toward the site of the secret door to no- 
tice a peculiarity in the low arch which still hung 
on its slender prop, as in the same instant the 
crumbling mass gave way with a horrid crash, and 
overwhelmed Ebn Thaher in its ruins, 

A universal shriek announced the catastrophe 
from all but JamI, whose soul, highly excited, 
and alive to the dangers surrounding him, intently 
scrutinized the features of Karmath, and detected a 
glance, a momentary gleam, decidedly corroborative 
of the sinister power which dealt the blow. Con- 
cealing for the present the conviction, Jami rushed 
to the aid of the unfortunate old man. Meanwhile 
the slaves, dispersing on all sides, spread the re- 
port of the cadi being slain by the accidental fall of 
the ruins. Karnialh, calm and sedate, gave his 
orders with the most judicious coolness; and after 
a long and arduous suspense, they found the object 
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of their search, wounded, and dreadfully bruised, 
but still alive. Adalia also had hastened thither 
on the first tidings, and in his and Janii's arms, 
still insensible, he was borne by Karmath's com- 
mands into the harem apartments. So tenderly, yet 
so carefully did he there exert his great skill and 
knowledge of pharmacy, that Ebn Thaher was 
soon recalled to sense and consciousness ; while, al- 
most bereft of both, appeared the terrified Lillah, 
who, distracted at tlie tidings, had flown instantly 
to the spot. 

As a separation of the father and daughter was 
impossible, Karmath proposed resigning the whole 
range of apartments to Lillah and Ebn Thaher, an 
offer most thankfully embraced ; and Melka, and 
the favourite slaves of the cadi, together with him- 
self and daughter, became thus the inmates of his 
mansion. 

The horror and confusion of this event, and the 
appearance of Lillah, had almost banished the sadT 
dening thoughts of the night, until the youthful 
Adalia, as they retired from the sick couch of the 
cadi, gazed on JamI with a look of deep melan- 
choly, as if presaging some danger. He would 
gladly have unburthened his mind, and have con- 
jured him never more in any enterprize of danger 
to separate from himself; but JamT, animated by 
the recollection of the bright vision vouchsafed to 
him, and elevated by the proud hope that, through 
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perils and dangers, he might gain a prospect of 
their mutual deliverance from snares he only as yet 
dimly descried, would afford no opportunity to 
Adalia of questioning or watching him, but casting 
one impatient glance at the gloomy Birs, which 
marked the hour to be arrived, he wrapped his 
robe closely around his form, and without a pause 
or hesitation of purpose, set forth for the desolated 
ruins and caverns of Babylon. 

The winds whistled over tlie solitary wilderness 
as Jam! passed onward, and the air re-edioed back 
the mournful howlings of the deceitful hyiena 
wailing to allure her prey ; the jackall of the desert 
fled away cowering from the ruins; all nature, by 
its symbols declared its abhorrent dread of those 
powers of darkness which exercise over the elements 
their guilty supremacy; but Jam! kept onward, 
unawed by the signs he witnessed, unmoved by die 
deepening glooms. He entered amid the remnants 
of the palaces of Babylon, as if they still were 
pleasant resorts; and animate with hope and 
courage, his scimetar ready for earthly foes, and 
his immoveable trust in the good powers, a talisman 
against his unseen enemies, he gradually ascended 
the grand ruins of the Kasr, and sat himself under 
the spreading and ever green branches of the beau- 
tiful tree: its sprays grew forth pendant as the 
heron^s plumes, and bent their long tress-like ten- 
drils to the earth. Seating himself under its shade, 
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which felt peaceful and refreshing, he for a moment 
contemplated the scer.e before him, the site of the 
once imperial city, now crumbled into misshapen 
heaps and ruins ; their vast bulk proclaimed their 
origin, and thus contemplated under a bright and 
steady moonlight, they developed their outlines in 
a dim majesty of form, more distinctive of their 
pristine grandeur than when displayed in the broad 
blaze of day. 

Whence he sat, on the site of the once magni- 
ficent and elevated palace of the Chaldee monarehs, 
now reduced to mouldering bricks and shapeless 
walls, he traced, like a silver stream, the moonlight 
course of the Euphrates ; on the right-hand frowned, 
majestic and imposing as a fortress, the gigantic 
square of the " Mujeiebe, or the overthrown:" it 
overtopped the whole plain. On the left-hand, 
spread in billowy confusion, the Amram mound, of 
itself a mountain, and ridges of steep ruins, drew a 
framework of liigh swelling hOlocks, which even 
yet speak of what was Babylon, and still are a 
mighty token of her vast extent: the largest frag- 
ment of her ruins on the opposite banks of the 
Euphrates, the Birs Nemroude displayed a bold 
tower yet aspiring toward the heavens which it 
proudly once derided, and whose fragments, and 
vitrified masses of bricks, along its scorched and 
blasted rents, testify to the rage of -elements and to 
the lightning's power. To Jumi'a eye it frowned a 
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dark and gloomy spot in the moonlight scene ; but 1 
not so awfully terrible aa in the silence of this still 1 
moonlight scene was the record of n]iui''s disobe> 
(tience, and his criniinal rebellion agunst the powen 
of heaven. 

From the scene before him, of a great metropolis 
rapidly sinking into oblivion, his mind became 
deeply moved by the thoughts of his unknown 
parentage, of his involved fortunes, of his call to 
wrestle with powers evil and superhuman; thoughts 
so astounding, that the heart. of Jam!, however 
strong in Hrmness and magnanimity, felt a touch of 
sorrow as it revolved over objects of such deep 
thought. " Alas !" he exclaimed aloud, " even on 
the very spot whereon I now recline, thousands of 
my race have danced their day-dream of delight ; 
their mouldering bones now sleep their sleep of 
death in the recesses of the dreary and immense 
ruin beneath me !" Little did Jami think how soon 
his eyes, admitted by infernal rites within these 
awful limits, would rest upon such sights ; now he 
paused, and smiled, but in sorrow, as he ima^ned 
the thoughts and surmises of those crumbled forms 
if once more clothed with flesh, they now could be 
seated by his side, and open those eyes which, 
(when lighted with life, beheld Babylon in, her 
glory), now would behold only shapeless yet ex- 
pressive fragments, marking her ruin and de- 
gradation. As these thoughts rushed through his 
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mind with the rapidity of lightning, a fleecy mist 
appeared to rise hke an eshalalion around the cir- 
cumference of the sacred tree, " the Gur of the 
Kaar," and gradually one hj one the objects of his 
pen^ve contemplation were veiled from his eyes ; 
but his heart beat violently as he saw something 
beyond nature in this silvery screen, which effect- 
ually hid him and the tree from all external gaze. 
He had not long indulged iu wonder ere he per- 
ceived a form habited as a shepherd, with the am- 
plicity of pastoral Ufe (but whose bright eyes and 
lofty port bespoke him of higher origin than earth- 
born), issue from the silver cloud, smiling in gra,. 
cious condescension on Jam!, as he spoke thus, with 
a voice of celestial sweetness — " To trace to Jami 
snares which he cannot fathom, and to roll back 
the clouds and darkness which shroud his steps, I 
am allowed for a few instants to meet him as a 
friend ; the moment even now speeds onward which 
summons him to these dreary caverns; already 
the pursuers of his life are in counsel in the recesses 
of these piles ; but this chosen eve allows my power 
to previdl, and shades him from their knowledge ; 
already Jami wears to mortal sight, yea, even to 
their piercing eyes, the form of the chosen agent of 
their crime, the hardened Hasaarac. Fear not 
therefore boldly to follow Karmath into his magic 
vault ; be bold — be wise — for your fate is stamped 
for ever by the events of the night. So closely are 
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your weal and your woe intertwined, that trust in 
Allah alone can counteract the malignity of Ear^ 
math; keep on firm in mind; repeat, and iieiiiem- 
ber in every desponding moment—' The praise rf 
Allah is the medicine of the heart, and he that has 
no courage has no religion.'^ Touching Jam! lightly 
with his crook, he perceived with indescribaUe 
emotion, that he indeed now wore the hue and 
lineaments of Hassarac ; and scarcely was the en- 
chantment completed, than, with a smile of ineffiiUe 
sweetness,, the good genius became enwrapped in 
^ the silvery cloud, and disappeared. 

" Good powers watch over my footsteps, and 
direct me aright amid the dangers and snares thrown 
around me,^ ejaculated Jami, as, with a shudd^, he 
now perceived in the shades the form of Karmath 
glide, as the stealthy fox, along these sombre ruins, 
and passing onward to the centre cave ; the intr^d 
heart even of Jam! could not repress its audible 
pulsation as he descended the ravine, and prepared 
to follow him : that single moment only was given 
to human weakness, for as soon as he uttered the 
prayer for support, he felt nerved and sustained, 
and hastened onward to the scene. 

Karmath had reached the cleft, when warned by 
the sounds 'of following steps, he looked around, 
and beheld, as he thought, Hassarac. His appear- 
ance excited no surprize, and pointing with his 
finger inward towards the gloomy opening, they 
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entered together a subterranean passage imder the 
foundation of the southern side, floored and walled 
with large bricks laid in bitumen ^ it passed onward 
obliquely, its sides marked in lines of cuneiform 
characters, and the yellow freshness of the brick 
was visible by a waving meteor from above, shed- 
ding a dismal lurid iiue on ail around. The first 
passage was loathsome and incommodious, it was 
more than half full of nitrous water, and the hollow 
Toof and sides sounded with the fluttering wings of 
bats, enjoying the twilight shed over their obscene 
dens; not a word was uttered, as they now ap- 
proached a grim guardian of the magic cave, 
the lion who watches and guards the fearful 
entrance from all mortal steps. Woe to the rash 
intruder during the evening of magic power, when 
the savage beast threatens certain death ; but his 
guard maintained during the sorcerer's mysteries ; 
no sooner is llie place left to its desolate silence, 
thau the majestic beast becomes apparently a marble 
statue, impeding by his size, and bulk, the low 
passage now open to the powerful Karraath ; he 
stroked the wretched beast imprisoned by spells in 
this horrid spot, as he passed, and followed by the 
fictitious Hassarac, crept onward through an obhque 
chamber, lined with skeletons, their blanched bones 
rattled as the magician passed, and Jami's eye saw 
overhead, glowing in crimson flame, a centre 
cylinder of " Ahriman, or Evil, wielding eight 
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instruments of torture, seated on a throne, the Ikai 
and hysna senrug for its props, while an altar 
before him bora the sacred fire and human head;" 
beyond this chamber, bones fastened by bitumra 
encrusted the sides and lined the walls, which rose 
apparently from a bottomless abyss, across which 
ran a causeway, of width enough for a single being 
to pass on, a line of 6ne brickwork wholly covered 
with the cuneiform character. As JamI intently 
watched the movements of Karmath, he observed 
that he carefully drew up his garments, and suffered 
not their hem to lose the narrow stKUght line; 
within on the right hand, lay numberless urns 
of human sepulture, and the hollow passage rose to 
a height, rendering its roof invisible from the dark- 
ening glooms ; a sullen murmur preceded the slow 
unfolding of a heavy iron door, they passed its 
threshold, and Jaml beheld himself encu'cled within 
the centre vault. 

It rose as a temple, and bore on the walls around 
the Babylonian figures of mystic import, the god 
Omoroca, the half fish half man, the bull, the 
serpent, the stinging zimb which depopulates whole 
regions, the scorpion fierce, the furious dragon, all 
which marked the circle of the constellations, as the 
bold rebel Nimrod graved them in his apostate 
temple ; here were displayed groups, with other 
monsters compounded of all shapes; dogs with 
human heads, gorgons and chimeras formed the 
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train, worthy train of worthy deity ; to worship Evil 
— which, as Typhon, Ahriman, or Dagoii, reigned 
here the god of death. All the flooring was of 
glazed Babylonian tile, inscribed with cyliridric 
devices, showing the characters of Ahriman's reign ; 
in the centre stood an altar, and around it were 
three figures, whose eyes, fiery as meteors, revealed 
the malignant passions of their breasts. Karraath 
instantly was welcomed, as, his cloak thrown oif, 
he now wore a yellow garb, bound by a variegated 
girdle of silk twist to his waist, and, as he ap- 
proached, a bright piercing flame arose from the 
altar, whence issued odours so pungent, that, even 
keeping at the furthest distance, Jami could scarcely 
sustain his senses. But these powerful vapours ap- 
peared to inflate the sorcerers with intense delight, 
as loosening their girdles, and their long yellow 
robes flowing wildly open, they whirled around in 
giddydance;soundsofharmonythen pealed from the 
flooring, until, intoxicated with their rocking motion 
and the vapour, they approached nearer and nearer 
the flames, which enlarging their magic circle until 
it received their impassive forms within its bright- 
ness, they fell at their length on the floor ; as thus 
they sunk under the power of their spells, the 
flames ascended to the roof, leaving their encircled 
bodies unscorched, and the Horrid vault instantly 
became enveloptd in death-like gloom. 

" Alas," communed the shrinking Jami at these 
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appalling sights, " whence can aid be given to ray 
rash and adventurous steps ! Woe to me, my doom 
is sealed!" — and well might he so fear, when he now 
saw the paJlid beauteous infant's head aHse on the 
altar of fire ; instantly he recognized the pierang 
glance of the terapli, as seen by Adalia; he shruak 
from the terrible brightness of its gleaming eyes, 
and his heart beat with violence, but he regained his 
fortituiie, as he perceived that the change of form 
effectually )»re;icrved him safe from even the demon's 
ken. 

The dismal cave had no Hght but the streaming 
flashes fnim the magic teraph, which cast an un- 
earthly glare, and then sank into pitch darkness; 
but the lips now unclosed, and, in accents of me- 
lodious sweetness, called on htm as Hassarac, to 
take a slender rod (which he discovered resting by 
the wall), and to touch the prostrate magicians; 
for so potent was the spell, that without the strong 
aid of tlie wand of power, their rest had been 
eternal. Wrapped in obscure visions of the future 
they lay in the deepest slumber, until touched 
by the obedient Jam! ; and he saw with horror the 
glow of deadly malice wherewith, as they arose 
they I>egan to question each of his compeer, what 
were the dark secrets of fate ? 

" Shall we, the mighty of earth, who wield the 
elements, and know the secrets of nature, bend 
before a puny child of clay ? No !"' exclaimed the 
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furious Maholath, " let the hated race with whom 

we link our fate now perish. This dagger " 

here be brandished it with menacing air, and the 
weapon glittered in tlie withering ray shot forth 
from the teraph. 

Karmath shook his liead as he sighed ajid said— 
" Not so, dread Maholath, not so ; if force alone 
could sweep from our path the noxious reptile, can 
jou deem my power ineffectual ! — ^but the race of 
Habesci must fall by other means, and weave their 
own web of destiny." 

A darker frown overspread the gloomy Ma- 
holath, who spent his rage in curses against Allah, 
but here Zamor exclaimed — " Dark are the clouds 
which hover on all, which threaten from Habesci's 
race ! Adalia " 

A violent start of Jami, forgetful of his assumed 
character, caused surprize and a frown of anger on 
Karmath'9 brow, and he impatiently exclaimed— 
*' Adalia dies, and Habesci's son becomes our 
yearly sacrifice to the dread god of fire." 

He bad scarcely uttered the words, ere the altax 
glowed witli ruddy flame, and the sentence thus 
uttered, self-inscribed instantly appeared on its 
base in vivid characters of flame ; a bickering smoke 
wreathed around the cave, as Jami, oppressed with 
horror at the menaced fate of one so dear to him, 
staggered to the shelving rock unnoticed by the 
fell enchanters ; they, wholly engrossed by the spell, 
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coiitimied iniently gazing on the appearance, until 
the altar of the demon teraph, with a noise of hollow 
thunder, descended through the earth, and at the 
same moment the vault became wrapped in its 
native gloom, A command from Karmath filled 
the vault with light, and, as the hardened enchant^s 
communed, Jam! heard with horror the deep-laid 
scheme for his and Adalia's ruin. To Maholath, 
foaming with rage at the death of a brother, ex- 
ecuted by the caliph^s commands, Karmath pre- 
sented the hope of vengeance, as he said — " Bright 
would be the hour that gave up the race of 
Haschem, filling great Bagdad's throne, to our re- 
sentment ! But on the prophet's vicar vain are 
magic arts, yet my power may reach him : alarmed 
at reports from Korassan, he already is journeying 
thither, and in the cityof Tus shall he find me, for 
there sliall your just wrath he slaked." 

" Excellent friend,'" Maholath exclaimed, " pride 
of our race, who joins the earthly sword to secrets 
which command the powerful elements, why then 
lingers the word which sweeps thy foes into per- 
dition ?" 

" Too well, great masters of the spell, ye know 
that even we must bend to destiny^yea, with rage 
I say it, must own a yoke most galling, which we 
abhor, but cannot shake off! Why tear open the 
bleeding wounds of this stony heart ? Why reveal 
how destiny, which spoke of the high ascendant of 
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the Karmates, when as yet we were the noblest of 
the Schammar mountams, mixed with the bright 
gleam atredks of portentous darkness, arising from 
our rivals the Habesci, It is written, ' Habesci's 
race can only perish by their own departure from 
the protecting powers, through sin or distrust,' 
Once already have I recklessly rushed against fate, 
and hurled destruction on my foes ;" here Karmath 
gasped as if overcome by the sad remembrance. For 
a moment death-like silence reigned, until he re- 
sumed his speech, in accents, as deep and low as if 
they soundedfrom the tomb — " In Heman's hapless 
destiny, in the thousand arts and wiles of Kannath's 
course, you read the inexorable penance which my 
bold aggression drew on me! sovereignty within 
my reach withdrawn — my surviving foes strength- 
ened against my power — myself doomed to feign 
virtues which I detest, and to win by specious sem- 
blance the hearts which I would govern with a 
rod of iron ! Thinkest thou that I would not ride 
the elements, and scatter pestilence where now the 
fawning leech practices his healing arts — but no 
more — subtlety has wim what was denied to force 
— ' Adalia's death restores to Heman reason — and 
JamVs death secures Hassan Suba's rule;" — fast 
bound by spells, they cannot separate themselves 
from our annual sacrifice of fire, and only three 
days intervene ere these rites must be fulfilled !" 
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" How, Karmath, have you drawn the magic 
circle around Adalia ?^^ questioned the enchanter. 

^^ Brother, already he has lost all consciousness 
of the past, and grateful for the remission of his 
expected punishment, himself and Jami crouch at 
my feet ; the feast I shall announce, and amid its 
blandishments, my faithful Hassarac here present, 
will drug their cups with powder, infatuating the 
will and sense ; the potion once swallowed, farewell 
to Qur fears ; led to our altar, their blood perfects 
our acceptable sacrifice and safety.'' 

V Metliinks their instant death," Maholath mut- 
tered, " were better.'' 

" Alas! dread enchanter, how strike the blow? 
Is he not charmed from force for a mystic period.^ 
Once draw them to the sacrifice, and they are 
ours !" 

" Try then the teraph," said Zamor, and draw- 
ing a circle, the altar and infants head ag^ arose, 
Uvid and pale. 

" Say, wretch, slave of my power," Maholath 
exclaimed, ^^ does Karmath hold his sacrifioe in 
safety, and feed it with the acceptable o£Pering to 
the gods of fire ?" 

** He feeds it with the acceptable offering to the 
gods, of fire !" the voice replied. 

" Show then the scene," the enchanter exclaimed. 

Jarni trembled with inmost terror, as the walls- 
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slowly assumed a hue of a natural cavern, ribbed 
with nigged rocks, but he was scarcely able to gaze 
on the wall; he distinctly saw Karmatli, Hassarac, 
a veiled form reclining on a couch, and himself, 
surrounding the altar of fire ; the fierce Maholath 
clapped his hands in triumph, and ere Karmath 
could question the spirit of the spell, immediately 
the cave and enchanters rolled from Jami's view, 
and he lay under the Kasr tree. 

The cold drops of agony stood on his forehead, 
as he thought of what that night had revealed ; his 
heart throbbed as if it would burst through its 
fleshly shrine — but in this awful trial the exhaling 
dews fell on him with a soothing calmness, and 
gradually calmer thoughts and brightening trust 
spread over his senses, banishing away the torturing 
horror which darkened his mind, until, exhausted 
by the past scene, he dropped into a state of slumber. 
Much he dreamed of the past, as in his visions it 
again appeared before him — again the threats of the 
future sounded in his ears ; cliitfly he was warned 
to secretly lock up in his bosom the important 
secret, and to exert his vigilance against foes who 
exercised such formidable powers ; clearly he saw 
that himself and Adalia too surely were enthralled 
in bonds they could not force — they could not be 
tree but by Karmath's voice — while destiny pro- 
claimed, he could not be secure but by their death. 
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Such were the saddening reflections which agitated 
the breast of Jami, even in his temporary forget- 
fulness, and he awoke from a slumber to view the 
Kasr gilded by tlie morning beams^ fast spreading 
their effulgence over the earth. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



'^*' To horse ! to horse ! my coal-black steed 
Paws the ground, and snuffs the air : 

There 's not a foal of Arab's breed 
More knows whom he must bear !" 



JamI pursued his gloomy way amid the ruins of 
Babylon, nor could he resist mixing his musings 
with her past existence, and the fifteen hundred 
years of her widowhood and desolation. Sighmg 
deeply, he stretched forth his arm over a hug^ 
mass of ruins, as he exclaimed — " True is our 
Arabian proverb — ^ Life passes as a thought, as a 
meditation that is told."* How many of the thou- 
sands slumbering beneath my feet could, in a recital 
of the dreams of their fugitive existence, echo back 
«igh for sigh, and tear for tear ! Hence," he con- 
tinued, " vain fears and laments ! If my life is 
mown down by the spoiler even in its morn, here is 
the lesson, that all time is equal when it is passed ; 
a thousand years when gone are forgotten as yester- 
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dny ! Great Babylon slumbers over her dead as if 
tlioy had never been."" The melancholy of his 
hoart became softened by the bright hues of hope, 
an tlie imcertainties of time pointed to the best 
Hotirco of strength, even the favour of Allah, and 
thiiN iMuployod, he soon regained the manaonaf 
ilillah: within its walls his mind revolved upon 
th(' noxt stop of the dangerous and arduous entff- 
prim' hofore him. 

Amid the various causes of anxiety pressing on 
hJN hiwirt, from the dangers threatening his own life 
and Adtilia\ what could be the political views of 
Kannutlu or Ilansun, as he now termed himself? 
If his dimgerous malice planned an open revolt, 
i\H \\\{' fi'ars of Othman had pointed out, JamTs 
ivadic^Nt way to safety must be to acquaint him- 
Hrlf of thoHc facts which he might exhibit to the 
governor, and by the strong arm of power to 
•<«iy.(< aiul cruHh the persecutor who held them thus 
Inxnul in hiH hidden springs of influence. But 
them* v/vw ideas floating over a mind startled at 
tl'c variety and magnitude of the dangers which 
it (liRcoverH, for he clearly perceived that no effort 
could dihentangle himself, and those he loved, from 
(ho HimreH involving them, but by the death of 
their o})preKHor ; and here his person as well as his 
[X)wer seemed alike charmed from external danger. 
While thus meditating, he found the road to the 
town, to his great surprize, was occupied by a large 
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party of Arabs, whose gay tents and led horses an- 
nounced their intention of making some resort in 
the plain, and JamI, as his eyes glanced pensively 
over the western banks of the Euphrates, beheld a 
dark speck come up as a cloud from behind tlie 
frowning barrier of the Birs Nemroude, which he 
felt satisfied was also a band from the western de- 
sert. These appearances, which in general would 
have given liim deliglit, from affording the inter- 
course and friendship of the gay fiery Arab, he now 
startled at witnessing, as being an indication of the 
ripening plans of the dangerous Karmath. 

Jam!, on repairing to the house, found Adalia 
alone, and greatly startled and terrified at his 
absence, although he had learned such necessary 
prudence from the misfortunes and sufferings of his 
youth as to bury his apprehensions in his own 
bosom. Karmath had conjoined himself with tlie 
Arab chiefs, and the household were engrossed by 
Ebn Thaher, suffering severely from his wound, 
and the interesting Lillah. Jarni had no sooner 
tranquillized the anxious mind of Adalia, than he 
repiured lo the centre saloon, where the venerable 
cadi lay extended on cushions, watched over by this 
interesting creature, in the favour of whose coun- 
tenance Jami placed his supreme delight. Here 
the perfumed bowers breathed a fragrance refresh- 
ing to the languor and pains of her parent, and she 
exerted herself to mitigate his weary hours ; it was 
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readily accurded to Jatnl to a3»st in so grateful m 
employ, and, seated at the feet of Hie cadi, they 
together sought to beguile him of his pains. As a 
subject of BQiuseinent Jam! selected the adjacent 
ruins, and narrated the traditions of their hours of 
pride — " the awful character of the Birs Nemroude 
— the glory of Babylon, burnt up by fire from heaven, 
when the proud king of old had boasted of it as a 
scaling tower to heaven — of the lightnings striking 
down its top, and the fires melting down its masses — 
of the mighty Iskander employing his tens of thou- 
sands to restore it — of Heaven's judgments, allowing 
him to take down, but removing him by death 
when he would have built up— of the Mujelebe, 
chief of the eastern ruins whicJi hang over Babylon, 
in proud and frowning majesty as a stately fortress — 
how its under structure is perforated by sepulchral 
chambers filled with wooden cotfins, Babylonian 
skeletons, and urns of Iskandcr's soldiers — also the 
awful abyss ever boiling up and emitting g;roans and 
sounds, where the dreaded fallen angels Haroot and 
Maroot reside;" at this point of Jami's tale, Ebn 
Thaher, agitated at the recollection of the escape 
of Zamor, inade a sign for him to desist, and ex- 
pressing a desire to sleep, he left the two youthful 
lovers free to enter upon topics far more genial to 
their hearts. Jam! also was relieved from a weight 
of thought, how he should have named the Kasr, 
and the awful scenes which the past night revealed 



to him within its recesseB; the retrospection in- 
stantly drew from his bosom a heavy sigh, which 
L.illah immediately noticed, 

" Indeed, JamI, since our private converse so 
seriously disturbs your spirits, pray let me awaken 
the cadi to profit further by your learned march 
over Babylon." 

" Ah ! gay tormentor,'' her lover replied, " re- 
sponds not your heart to the incertitudes of our 
state? Liliah, you own that you love me — your 
mind soars higher than the participated fondness of 
harem love, and seeks a mate alone, such as Jaml 
would be at the risk even of his hfe. Your father 
approves, but with niggard hand moves not but as 
Karmath moves !" 

" Well," replied the inflexible Liliah, " and 
why should Jami complain of that ? Has he not 
given Ebn Thaher to hope, that lands, and rule, 
and competency, will foUow on his patron's fa- 
vourable voice — and who so high as Jauil ? You 
have not forfeited his favour ?" 

"Alas! Liliah, I have done naught that 
should forfeit his favour ! His — did I say ? Great 
powers !" he was exclaiming, when a noise of some 
one entering tlie apartment showed Karmath him- 
self, and Ebu Thaller aroused, welcomed him to 
hia couch. All were struck with surprize at the 
altered mien and port of the hitherto courteous and 
,«lent inhabitant of Hillah ; his form was dilated to 
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a grandeur of look, and air the most imposing ; his- 
eye assumed an authority which seemed its nature 
and element. 

" What was Jaml so strongly protesting ?^ he 
uttered with a look of fire, as he turned towards 
him, lost in thought, and confused by the inter- 
ruption. Observing him hesitate — " nay, it matters 
not,^' he continued, ^^ Lillah can tell me in our 
evening^s tale, but I have a morning one more in- 
teresting for your ears ; you have known hitherto 
only Earmath of Hillah, now you must know 
Hassun Suba, head of the Fedavee tribe ; these, 
nurtured in Eor^san, my native home, are come 
hither to claim me their chief, but more than all 
beside, a sage, deeply read in nature's secrets, comes 
to revive my long deplored Heman^s intellig^ioe of 
soul — ^his rites, borne from the eastern ocean, we 
will celebrate two days from hence. My friends of 
the desert, hearing of Ebn Thaher^s malady, refuse 
to fill my halls with riot — they rejoice in their 
tents ; but Jaml, in the chamber of the grove, since 
the fire has desolated the adjoining hall, in that 
hall of soft retirement, we will celebrate the feast 
which brings to Heman intellectual health and 

joy!" ■ 

Jaml started as the intimation revived his honxMT 
for the approaching crisis, the more so, as Hassun 
proceeded: 

^^ You will find your youthful companion Adalia 
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missing for tliese few days only, as I have besought 
his friendly offices for his long loved associate 
Heman ; until this trial over, Heman restored, 
Hassun Suba at his elevation, Lillah shall next 
engage our notice; meantime, Jaini, attend to 
these otir guests from Korassan, and hasten to- 
ward the height of Al Hymer, around which they 
encamp." 

Beckoning JamI to follow him (after an inquiry 
into £bn Thaher's hurts, and a direction to consult 
ease and quiet, accompanied by an admonitory 
glance to Jami), they together left the apartments; 
and JamI, aware of his inability to disobey the orders 
received, and pondering how he could act for him, 
whom he considered and deplored as inevitably lost, 
was plunged in the deepest reverie, when he saw 
the sullen Bibars, Heman's favourite since his sepa- 
ration from Adaha, passing from the apartments to- 
ward him. Eagerly on the watch for some mode 
of intercourse to Adalia, he remarked, as he ad- 
vanced, that Bibars was bitterly weeping, the 
cruelty or caprice of Heman had subjected him to 
a severe and undeserved punisliment, which he felt 
every desire and motive to revenge. At this instant 
of his perplexity, Jami, viewing all at stake, de- 
termined to risk every thing upon the propitious 
opportunity of appealing to Bibars' feelings and 
passions ; he so justly estimated their bias, and won 
on his attachment, that the slave became anxious 
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to evidence his powers of retaliation, by prornisiDg 
strict secrecy and implicit obedience ; his services 
Jami limited to his watching exclusively for three 
days over Adalia, and counteracting, as far as his 
power extended, whatever harm he deemed likely 
to befal him. Bibars was no less bound to this by 
anger against Heman, than by a grateful feeling to- 
ward Jaml, who had exercised his authority leniently 
and kindly. Hardly was Jaml able to satisfy his 
heart by this feeble effort, and by taking his strict 
oath and vow that no harm should happen to 
Adalia, than he was summoned to accompany him, 
whom we must henceforth term Hassun, to Al 
Hymer. The separation from Lillah he deeply 
deplored, and feeling the uncertainty thrown over 
his own views and existence, and the short penod 
which must revolve, ere the final event decided his 
fate, he determined to endeavour to see Lillah 
once more, to avow his prospects, and to prepare 
her for the separation they were perhaps doomed 
to endure. 

Such were his reflections as he proceeded to the 
Arab encampment. They were different in their 
habits from any other tribes he knew of the desert ; 
they, however, welcomed him as a brother, and 
vied together in personal kindness toward him. 
Ab he entered the circle he was presented to Keah, 
their chief leader, who, in compliance with the 
injunctions of Hassun, soon manifested towards 
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JaxDi the most unbounded demonstrations of attach- 
ment. No less perplexed by the new scene opened 
to his notice in the apparently ripening ambitious 
projects of Hassun, than harassed hy the variety 
of trials he had lately undergone, Jarni with joy. 
acceded to the early hours of rest practised by 
these sons of the desert. He had made a most fit- 
vourahle impression on their minds hy the noble 
and lofty appearance of his manners, no less than 
by his courageous and penetrating countenance ; he 
also was highly prepossessed by the youthful Omar, 
his selected friend, who, conformably to the customs 
of the Fedavee tribe, attached himself as a brother 
to hk plans. The encampment were soon buried 
in repose, all but Jami, who, pensive and wrapped 
in thought, and vainly courting sleep, resolved on 
walking forth from his tent. He had scarcely ad- 
vanced a short distance, directing his eyes towards 
the ruins, ere his keen sight discerned the tree of 
the Kasr marked as a wavy speck upon the bright 
lustrous height shining in the moonbeams; with 
its appearance came the remembrance of its scenes, 
and he determined to repair thither at the next 
nightfall, to learn (if happily he might again be 
visited by Zephon) how he might counteract the 
evil intended by Hassun. Omar, he trusted, 
might befriend him. Of nearly the same age and 
figure, he resolved to put the sincerity of the pro- 
iessione he had uttered to die test. In this hope, 
a5 
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returning to his tent, he passed a great portion of 
the night in framing various schemes, and rejecting 
them, until wearied with the agitations of his mind, 
he fell into a deep slumber, and was awakened by 
his young friend Omar arousing him to go forth to 
the chase. After appearing Ijefore Eeah and hi» 
circle, they set forth, and Jami, aware of the im- 
portance of excelling in the accomplishments most 
prized by his friends, evidenced such perfect know- 
ledge of horsemanship, and the use of their spear, 
as won their regard, especially of Omar, in all 
things exactly his compeer. On their return to 
Al HjTner they found Hassun present in the inner 
tent, in close consultation with the heads of the 
tribe. Jami saw with surprize and amazement the 
devoted zeal and reverential awe evidenced hy all 
for his person, understood, as it already was, that 
he was chief slieik of their tribe. More than 
usually gracious was Hassun's welcome to the 
youthful friends, Jarni and Omar, as they advanced 
to the tent, and attracted the notice of all by ihar 
youth and promise of excellence- Perceiving that 
it was the wish of iheir chief, they separated not 
during the hours of sultry noon, but in the shade 
of their tent freely discoursed upon the past events 
of their lives. Omar heard wilh interest Jami^s re- 
cital of his patron's influence and power through- 
out Irak, fostered among the Arab hordes, and 
also on the river's stream ; he hinted at the tre- 
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mendous ruins lying before them, and instantly 
comprehended that, to Omar's race, such power was 
held both great and lawful; as he detailed in turn, 
to tlie anxious inquisitive mind of Janii, the early 
rise of Hassun — his dangers in Korassan amid the 
tribe of Oujiour Arabs, his power being nearly de- 
stroyed by an envious rival — his repairing to Irak — 
his concealing himself as a physician — his occasional 
appearances among them, and the great talents of 
his brother — " until," Omar continued, " rich in 
talents and in means, his tribe devoted to his 
person, Hasaun Suba now assumes his natural 
station, and his enemies must fall before Him ; not a 
man of all his tribe, but views his word irrevocable 
as fate, andflies to court death under his eye as fur- 
nishing a bright award to future bhss!" 

" But whence, Omar," Jam! questioned, " has 
arose the grounds of confidence in Hassun, thus 
separated from his people, and pursuing his avoca- 
tion of physician in HiUah ?" 

" Little, J ami, eon you know of the spirit of his 
followers, which, devoted to liim, obey his will as 
that of heaven ; no dangers or separation, now flow- 
ing from our infant state of power, alter these 
ties, kept up by constant intercourse and yearly 
homage, for Hassun, though in Hillah, still has ruled 
us: persecuted bitterly by the sultan Mahmoud 
Seljookee, he withdrew, as offering himself a victim 
to his anger, but leaving hia adherents to multiply 
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and to frame his power; bo well have they per- 
formed their duty, that, at this instant, the eagie 
fortress of All-hamout, or the eagle's mount, is on 
the eve of falling into our power, there to make 
our scat of rule, to proclaim our chief the mountain 
sheik, and to rule by force or terror throughout 
Peraia and these rich plains," 

" But, Omar, magnificent as are these hopes, 
how could Hassun leave them to foster plans so 
inferior as he must stoop to in these regions sub- 
ject to the caliph's power ?'" 

" !Evcn this also I am allowed to detail to Janu; 
think not, were you otherwise than great, and chosen 
by our chief, that my lip would open to disclose 
his policy, but in the various turns of destiny some 
portions always have their bitterness, and flow con- 
trary to our governance or ken ; thus Hassun, pur- 
suing powers superhuman, has acquired talismans 
of mighty import, first wrought and fashioned 
amid the spirits of these ruins; some mysterious 
event ripens here its course, to place his invisible 
power as high and glorious as his worldly schemes, 
and above all, to fashion Heman, his son and idol, 
to the mighty fortunes flowing towards the father." 

Jami groaned in spirit as he thus beheld the tor- 
tuous wiles of Hassun towards himself, and the 
intended victim Adalia developed to his aching 
heart ; too truly did the crisis of the next twenty- 
four hours contain every motive for liis high and 



magnanimous hearing; destiny^ in her inscrutable 
purposes, brought round into one focus every long 
scattered link of Hassun's projects. Afraid of 
Othman's jealousy and violence, and not relying 
upon the specious reconciliation effected by the 
grand judge Kazim, justly suspicious of his depar- 
ture so hastily for Bagdad, after the mysterious 
disappearance of Zamor, Hassun had hastened the 
operation of his followers, and commanded the 
resort of their chief body to the neighbourhood of 
Hillah, whither also repaired the tribes of the 
desert ; their approach was so timed as to assist 
at the grand sacrifice meditated, which, consum- 
mating the ruin and <leHtruclion both of Jami 
and Adalia, the inexorable sorcerers had intimated 
would thereby secure his supremacy of ma^c 
power, in all his plans of influence : the moulding 
of the fierce Fedavee tribe to contemplate him as 
armed with preternatural means, was a chief desire 
and aim of Hassun — he had grasped this hope so 
long and eagerly, that (all his malignant passions 
excited) he now viewed it as a component part of 
his existence, and would rather part with life, than 
with the perilous attribute he so fiercely struggled 
for; but he felt, in the bitterness of his heart's core, 
that every step he had taken had been paid for by 
a grievous penalty — that in every point gained, he 
had involved the dearest interests of his heart — 
ihal the power he still Iqnged for, could only be 
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bought by blood — and such was the oracular ob- 
sciuity of his evil agents, tiiat the flame which he 
kindled might constkne the wrong sacrifice. Hence 
his steps were beset with peril and doubt, as he by 
turns terrified and courted his victims; he groaned, 
as he considered, that if he was master of the demons, 
yet that the work of their web was the reverse often 
of what he desired and demanded of them i But 
such was the curse cleaving to his course, that as 
he would be greater than man, so his boasted 
prerogative became a sceptre of iron, dashing in 
pieces the clay structures of prosperity he oft^i 
laboured assiduously to rear. 

At this moment, however, his heart dilated in 
joy, for all things moved smoothly to the point of 
his success ; his spells assured him that J30th Janu 
and Adalia must, of his will, enter the chamber ct 
death in his magic structure, and his ardent mind 
knew too well its own thirst of power to fear that 
any emotions of repentant feeling would save his 
victims from sufierings and extinction. Assured 
that they could not break through the magic cir- 
cle which confined their unconscious steps, be 
devoted his time for the present hours to the in- 
dispensable claims of his Persian plans, trusting 
that Omar^s blossoming friendship, backed by his 
dread commands, would detain Jami the ensuing 
day at Al Hymer (that day, the only brief space 
left open to fate), then the grand sacrifice would 
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be consummated, and he might effect that union of 
Httman and Lillah, which the stars foretold would 
become most propitious, and which was therefore 
his object in bringing them under his roof. 

It was already night, and Omar, who felt in 
truth the most lively regard for his young com- 
panion, was expressing his surprize at the anguish 
which he saw at intervals distort Jami^s noble 
features, when, unable any longer to control his 
feelings, JamI exclaimed — 

" Ah ! Omar, would to Iieaven you could read 
the supreme misery of your friend ; attached be- 
yond my life to a lovely creature, already from 
extraordinary incidents doubtful of my love, I have 
again been torn from her, unwarned of the cause, 
and defrauded of my pledge; each moment my 
heart bleeds as I fancy her straying in our garden, 
and taxing me with fickleness and inconstancy ; there 
also I left Adalia, the friend of my heart, looking 
to me for counsel, subject to a slave he abhors, 
and my fancy has done naught but picture my 
love, and my friend, equally reproaching the forget- 
ful Jami. Every bird on soaring wing, which passes 
our tents to Hillah, I envy the power of aligliUng 
near them, and effacing the injurious impression."" 

" But, my friend," Omar rephed, " why not 
instantly bound on your steed, and measure back 
your steps ? My lieart feels all your sorrows, and 
voaders at your delay." 
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'* Alas ! Omar,'' he sighed, as he answered, " so 
young in years as not to see that hence I cannot 
move, as JamI, but I must acquaint the sagacious 
Hassun with the cause? And, as yet unsanctioned 
in my passion, were he to frown a refusal, my heart 
would not bear the torture— no, to meet the 
wrath of Hassun is too dreadful ! Nor could I 
declare the avowal of Lillah's fondness, unless hor 
Soft voice first yielded consent!" 

" Well, Jami," Omar, after some pause, replied, 
" I yield perhaps to feelings which I ought to 
conquer, but my heart irresistibly is moved toward 
your happiness — go as Omar, no one of this en- 
campment will question your steps, habituated as 
they are to nightly missions from our camp. I will 
occupy your tent until mom — ^take my dress and 
arms — ^the watch-word " Maholath." Jam! started 
as he thus heard the sorcerer's name, whose fell 
voice had urged on his death, it nerved him to seek 
his further guidance at the Easr, and to take a 
farewell of Lillah : thanking Omar, he hastened 
with eager joy to array himself in his Arab garbfr-^ 
the turban rolled deeply over his forehead, made the 
transformation complete ; again uttering the mdet 
earnest protestations of gratitude, the young Arab, 
as he appeared, was permitted to pass forth by the 
watchful guard. He mounted his horse, and flew 
as on the wings of the wmd to Hillah. He quickly 
passed the well known spots,, and beheld the gas- 
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dens ; they were most lovely to his eye, as, entering 
by a door which opened immediately on their 
shades, they spread their umbrageous groves in the 
clear moonfiglit, and he pensively thought of their 
former interest on his heart, contrasted with the tor- 
turing feelings now predominant within him. He 
listened to the angry chafing of the Euphrates, 
broken by sounds which he knew issued from the 
apartments usednowbyHeman and Adalia; irritated 
at the vicinity, he was deeply musing how to gain 
sight of him for a few seconds, when a faint shriek 
<»ught his-ear — it was so low that he deemed it an 
illusion of fancy, until again it was repeated, and 
from the hall where Lillah abode ! Rushing thither 
he instantly reached the saloon, where Ebn Thaher 
lay pale and motionless as in death, and Lillah, her 
beautiful features distorted with rage and exertion, 
was within the power of Heman, exposed to his 
importunity and addresses. Evidently hateful to 
her ears, she had been threatening to awaken her 
father, which the malignant sneer of Heman told 
her was past her power, when the rude grasp of 
Jami seizing Heman, and in an instant wrapping 
him in the folds of liis flowing robe, and closely 
bandaging him, he became motionless, and deprived 
of all power of movement, ignorant alike of how 
the change was effected, and the means of extri- 
cation ; leaving him in his bonds, pouring forth his 
childish excuses, with promises of instantly quitting 
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the saloon, if she would deign to disengage him, 
Jam! beckoned Lillah a few moments into the 
garden, and lifting his turban, her eyes beamed 
delight as she saw the sparkling features of her 
lover. 

" Beloved Jami,'' she exclaimed, ** how pure, 
how overpowering the joy of owing my relief to 
your love; but whence this nightly visit— what ails 
your anxious mind ?^ for she saw the dark flash of 
his eyes fill with despair. 

^^ Ah ! Lillah, I hasten hither on the wings of 
fate to say farewell, perhaps for ever, and to receive, 
under all changes, your promise of love.^ 

*' Whence, Jami, arises these dangers, and this 
sudden terror?'' 

'^ Alas! Lillah, we are in the hands and bonds of 
a mighty oppressor, whose ways I now know, and 
whose subjects all these inhabitants will become, 
and whose sword is not so powerful as — (he gasped 
with terror — ^he could not but with agony articulate 
the word) — as his charms! he is a sorcerer P 

Lillah shrieked forth, ^' Melka told me so, and 
has sought day by day to lessen my horror of the 
race — poor Jami ! What may we do ?— this how- 
ever know — not death itself shall make me mate 
with yonder struggling wretch, or wrong the 
faithful promise here I vow." Jamrs features 
beamed with delight as he heard her. 

^* Ah ! Lillah, dear gem of bliss, destiny and 
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treachery weave their snares, now closing fast 
around me — if I break tlirongh them, I claim 
your hand in triumph — if I fali, then let your love 
embalm my memory. Give no ear to false slanders, 
engendered by demons' malice; see this stone," pre- 
senting a ring, " fate tells me boldly, that while 
it bears its emerald green, whatever may occur of 
adverse fortune, you may rest assured of Jami's 
truth, and Jami'a life! This heart may leave its 
frame, but cannot cease to beat for thee. Fare- 
well — again farewell (as they leant on each other, 
dissolved in grief) — fear not Ebn Thaller's trance 
— take the pungent areka dust on yonder plant, rub 
thrice Iiis nostrils, and it will wear away. Arouse 
your slaves to watch this night, this awful night, 
and then fear not to unbind yon abject mould of 
man!" So saying, and again embracing Lillah, 
he vanished in a thicket, and mounting his horse 
with fiery haste, lest the hour of night should pass, 
he goaded his snorting steed toward the Kasr — his 
garments streamed in wild disorder to the elements, 
as the now rising wind threatened a tempest — but 
his heart filled with agony, his mind steeled with 
daring resolve, he swept along as the genius of the 
darkling ruins, and rashly pressing his fiery courser 
over the stony ravines and rough hillocks of the 
plain, he galloped forward on his dangerous quest 
to the Kasr mound. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



«' Elements neai me, 
Be mingled and stiired ; 

Know me, and hear me. 
And leap to my woid !'* 



Areiving at the wreck of the once sumptuous 
palace of the mighty monarchs of Chaldea, Jam 
sped onward to the overshading tree, revealed 
lightly in the moonbeam ; under its boughs he had 
scarcely seated himself, ere a sensation of exquisite 
delight banished the tortures of suspense and dread 
he had felt, and a thrill of emotion bespoke some 
essence present, known to the inward soul, though 
veiled from the eye of sense, and in the next mo- 
ment Zephon, as the shepherd of the valley, stood 
beside him. 

" What would the son of earth with the bright 
children of the elements 7^ he mildly said to Jam!, 
who bent lowly, and whose countenance wa^ suf- 
fused with emotion. . 
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" Alas !" he replied, " the snares of Hassun and 
the shadow of death are over me, and the powers 
of darkness are too mighty for my fainting arms. 
O .' Zephon ! say, how can the feeble ami of Jam! 
rescue the lost Adalia?" 

" Hear and despair not, Adalia, bound by ties 
of fate, must die !" here Zephon paused — " unless 
some being takes voluntarily his bands of fate, 
and bleeds on the altar of fire T 

" Alas ! woe to us," Jam! exclaimed, " where 
can such an one be found ?" 

" Such is found," the spirit replied, " if Jarni 
trembles not ! hearken to the dark decree which fate 
is fulfilling for the wicked; Hassun cannot be 
priest and offlciatur, hence the fierce Hassarac is 
employed d^ly to drug the blooming Adalia's cup 
with dust of mighty power — it is ashes of the last 
year's victim offered by Hassun to his master demon, 
iheGod of Fire ; these taken threedays previously to 
the fatal bauquct, so intoxicate and brulahze, that 
when tile victim, warmed by wine, is at the fated 
moment brought before the altar, the charm masters 
all wish but that of death upon the guilty altar! 
Twice lias Adalia's cup been poisoned — to-morrow 
vuur hand completes the charm ; but as Bibars, 
influenced by hate, and guided by my power, has 
hitherto presented the poison to the lips of Heman 
instead of Adalia, changing the goblets betwixt 
Heman and Adalia, and eluding the quick sense 
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of Hassttnc, so nuiy Janu act the preaenrer also far 
him to-morrow; but to work this change you must 
tubmit to HassuD^s power, you must descend into 
the cave with Heman, you must even become le- 
vealixl, and bear the terrors of his revenge — sudi 
are the periLs.*^ 

^* Oh ! gracious Ze[^n, record my firm desire to 
bear it all; nav« death itself, so that I rob the sorca^ 
of his prvy« and save Adalia !^ 

Zophou benevolently smiled, as he replied— 
*^ Sweet are the blossoms of thy love, fragrant the 
fruit 1^ hope and trust divine — ^to save Adalia thou 
must wear the form of Hassarac, who, during the 
moment of trial, subtle as he is, will bend in slumber 
under my power ; say the word, and use this ebon 
eharm by putting it on your eyes, and you become 
the Ethiopian slave ; but ere you do so^ hear and 
pnuse— no voice but that of Hassun can unchaim 
the 8{H>11, and restore Janu^s form to Jami^s heart- 
to says the stern fate which governs; but fear 
Allah, and thou art secure from every one else." 

** Ite it so,"^ Jami firmly replied ; *^ I shrink not 
even at that terrible thought— gracious spirit, 
vouchsafe the chann.^ 

He stretcheil forth his hands for the ebmi rii^ 
grasping which, he deliberately placed it on his 
eyes, and opening them, he saw in a bri^t minor 
of steel, which Zephon held, that he was become 
the form of Hassarac. An emotion of intense an- 
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guish shot to his heart as he thought of Omar, and 
imagined his reproaches for what he would deem 
deceit. 

" Fear not for Omar," Zephon gently said, 
" buried in slumber, a dream even now instructs 
him to preserve silence on thy ^teps, which are 
spell directed. Hassan already has set forth from 
Al Hymer to meet hia faithful Hassarac in the 
destined hall — one moment more and all our en- 
chantments are complete ! Fear not, JamT, though 
the powers of evil assail, the end is not yet." 

Zephon waved his crook, and Jami sunk into 
slumber, from which arousing, he perceived him- 
self alone, in the chaml>er of Hassun's mansion, 
bordering on the stream of the Euphrates, and 
completing the quadrangular pile ever interdicted 
to his household ; its aspect presented no appear- 
ance of fire, and the dividing wall which separated 
it from the hall of Heman's sports, the scene of the 
conflagration, was completely finished, and now 
altered into a row of columns, along which ran a 
magnificent crimson curtain, flowing in long sweep- 
ing draperies from the ceiling, and carefully fastened 
in ^wjeful festoons to the columns. The desolate 
hall also had been cleared of its ruins, and changed 
into ranges of flowering shrubs, gay with the 
brightest blossoms, fruits, and flowers of ^e east ; 
and the three sides of the spacious apartment, 
wh»ein Jam! was ipclosed, were marked in sym- 
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bolic characters, the Oannes and Zodiacal devices of 
BabePs temple ; the whole space breathed a mystery 
and abhorrent gloom from the darkened roof and 
walls, incrusted with the hieroglyphic deities, 
standing amid snakes and wolves, which were de- 
lineated black and frowning; one solitary torch 
displayed the gloom, rather than lighted the space, 
which was of small dimensions for its lofty height 
Ruminating upon the scene, the fictitious Hassarac 
soon heard the footsteps of Hassun, who, looking 
earnestly around — " Excellent slave,*" he exclaimed, 
" well hast thou arrayed the outward semblance — 
now for thy instructions ; already the morning beams 
glimmer in the east, and much has thy master to 
achieve — my dreams of glory now are become the 
certainties of my grasp, and amid the sweets of Per- 
sia soon shalt thou riot — this day gives me the power 
whereatall Irak shall tremble, and above all, gives me 
a son worthy to wield my vengeance and my power ! 
The lofty Jami slumbers at Al Hymer, nor shall 
stir thence until his chance of interference is passed 
by ; hasten thou at early dawn, smooth thy fiery 
crest to the boy Adalia, let the sacrifice approach 
his altar in golden chains ; watch Heman — ^how my 
soul longs to welcome intellect and fierce resolve 
Hash from those orbs,' on which, dull as they are, 
so often I have hung in the tender S3rmpathy of na- 
ture's fondness ; keep them in guileless sports until 
thebanquet, which you must lay within thishall ; this 
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potent drug give to Adalia, which once swallowed, 
stamp instantly on the floor, and at thy bidding 
swiftly we meet, whence never more the victim to 
the God of Fire returns to iight or day ! Remember, 
when the sun slopes to the west, repair to these 
halls, when his orb, plain in our view, rests as for a 
farewell pause upon that pile, the Birs, then swiftly 
bear the potion to Adalia; soon, soon shall all the 
elements subject to thy master's power become to 
thee means of delight; thou shall ride the tempest, 
hang on the burning desert, and add fresh fires 
and fitter poison to the terror-fraught simoom ! 
Amid the realms of subterranean darkness thou 
shall watch the wonders of these miglity agents, 
which convulse the plains, overthrow the stately 
oties, and in earthquakes devastate whole realms ! 
Oh ! thou shalt quafi" thy fill of mischief, nor find 
thy will as now, repressed and curbed by circling 
limits closely girting thee, and fraught with threat- 
ening peols; perform my high behest, secure my 
power, then take thy wish !" 

He disapj)eared amid the crimson drapery, which 
hung in stately grandeur, and Jami, his soul burn- 
ing to roll back on the guilty Hassun the mis- 
chiefs which he thus meditated, prepared to sustain 
the part of Hassarac through hours of such un- 
exampled trial. No sooner had the orb of day 
spread light over the earth, than he hastened to 
Adaha'fi couch ; unconscious of his change at the 
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moment, he would have held his arms open in joy 
towards him, but the averted looks and clouded 
brow soon admonished Jam! how di£Perent his 
welcome was as Hassarac — ^with Heman he expe- 
rienced a far different reception ; weakness and im- 
becility ever practice and rejoice in tyranny, and 
with whom could Heman feel and practice so freely 
the evil passions as with this minister of evil ? But 
Heman also felt an impetus he knew not of in those 
potions of the evil mixture, which, by Bibars^ art 
had been transferred to him, and their aberrations 
of furious rage, and mental vacuity, in any other 
being must have been seen and noticed; with 
Heman it appeared but as a moody freak, thr 
change of imbecility to ungovemed emotions. 
Around his morning'^s couch the companions of his 
hours assembled, and already were discussing on 
the occupations of the day. Adalia purposed, by the 
aid of Yussuf, to metamorphose the amphitheatr e 
into a resemblance of the Mountain Caf, and to ex- 
hibit a representation of Rustan and the Simorg; 
this was highly applauded by Heman as a new 
device, but the voice of Hassarac suspended thrir 
design, when he reminded the party of the appoint- 
ment made by Hassun for their entertainment. 
Disappointed of Rustatf s adventures, Heman grew 
sullen, and his greatest favourite Adalia failed of 
amusing him. Although Jami plainly traced the 
sorrow and regret struggling in his mind against 
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ihe association toward a being so untr^ctable, yet 
he witnessed with admiration the feehngs of pity 
and regard for former kindness overcoming personal 
motives, and leading him to those acts of hvely 
and cheerful suggestions of amusement, before 
which the rugged nature of Heman usually gave 
way. At present, however, every thing seemed the 
prelude of discord, had not Nourniahal's i5ance, 
performed on a verdant islet of the artificial lake, 
whilst Heman and his companions floated in their 
gay boats on the water, somewhat smoothed his 
brow ; a second contest arose upon the admisaon 
of Bibars. still in disgrace, into his boat, which was 
at length effected by the influence of Adalia, 
Such were the events of the morning hours, 
rolling onward in the absence of Hassun, marked 
by those tri^-ial incidents, which gave no indication 
of the awful storm so soon approaching. The 
being most tried was Jami, who might wear the 
visage and terrific lineaments of Hassarac, but 
whose mind displayed such traits of gentle kind- 
ness, and emanations of amiable feeHng, as sur- 
prized while it delighted the poor slaves, usually 
tormented by his tyranny. Yet JamI, cautious 
of the mighty consequences hin^ng on his dis- 
guise, strove to assume a sterner character than 
his own, one suited to the form he wore. Long he 
eyed with deepest feeling the unconscious Adalia 
on the very brink of death, ensnared by the sor- 
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cercr, and transported to his infernal den; from 
him his eyes wandered to the imbecile vicious 
Heraan, and he was stung by the distressing 
thought, that to him even he must be the unwilling 
instrument of evil. Amid these cogitations, as they 
floated on the waters, Lillah^s voice sounded from 
the groves, and his heart beat as though it would 
burst his bosom, as he thought of flying to her 
side, until the conviction of his Ethiop form came 
on his soul; but Heman, leaning toward him, 
fanned hun into fury, as, his eyes shooting deadly 
malice, he exultingly whispered " the certainty of 
betraying her into his possession on the ensuing 
day, by the will and concurrence of his father."" 
As he poured forth the guilty conceptions of his 
polluted mind into his ears, Jami, who now indeed, 
in the excess of his boiling rage, fitly personated 
Hassarac, gave the reins to his fur}', and dismissed 
all lurking regrets at the path of duty before him. 
The simple tones of LilUh's voice amid the groves 
in the garden inflamed him almost to madness, 
and Heman, accustomed to the fierce passions of 
Hassarac, kept officiously whispering in eager tones 
his guilty hopes and viciously concerted schemes, 
demanding his concurring ^d. 

" Hence, ye weak and foolish scruples,*" Jaml 
inwardly exclaimed, ^^ the sorcerer and his brood 
are well cleared from the earth even at the risk of 
my own blood,*" and he hastened to prepare the 
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deceitful blossoms of the sunt plant to blind the 
quick-eyetl Hassun, Scarcely had he effected it, 
and rejoined the group, ere the declining sun 
pointed at the awful hour, and Adaiia, little aware 
how prohalile the fiction might become reality, 
suggested their going in procession to the hall, 
where himself and Heman were to meet with Has- 
san, to give a character to the exhibition before 
them. He had taken a garland from one of the 
female dancers and placed it on his own head, 
which, with the dress he wore of NourmahaJ's 
lover (discovered, and sentenced to die), rendered 
his appearance strikingly in unison with the awful 
scene he unconsciously stood in peril of; for Has- 
sun, impatient lest the hour of destiny should 
strike, and he become defrauded of his revengeful 
hopes, himself dismissed the usual retinue of 
Heman, and, exulting in his wiles, led Adaiia, 
dressed and crowned as a victim, to the fatal spot. 
Overwhelmed with surprize at the appearance of 
Hassun, already there, JamT hastened onward, and 
one moment only remained for him to shake the 
poisonous subtle drug into Henian's goblet ere the 
entrance of Hassun, followed by the slaves, would 
have made it impracticable for ever. Resuming 
by a strong effort his self-command, Jam! looked 
keenly around, and his quick eye, ranging over the 
apartment, detected that, by Hassun's seat, a re- 
flecting mirror was ao placed that it presented to 
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his watchful glance every action in the hall. Here 
then, never more to separate, untO the powerful 
spell rendered his victim a heap of ashes, were 
grouped the obdurate, revengeful enchanter, the 
victim ready crowned (whose fine and attractive 
countenance shaded by uneasy thought, not only 
failed to excite one germ of sorrow or remorse in 
his ruthless heart, but was eyed with sparkling 
looks of eager malice), and Heman relapsed into 
unmeaning apathy. Bibars, deeply agitated and 
restless, only thought how to exchange the cups, 
little aware that in so doing he would present the 
drug of death to Adalia. This blow Jami had not 
foreseen, nor could he now avert the fatal and blind 
interference wjiich annihilated all his precautions, 
and frustrated the unparalleled effort of his self- 
devoted sacrifice of himself; still Zephon's words 
sustained his sickening heart, as he thought of the 
impending perils. Numerous slaves brought every 
delicacy, with fruits of the highest flavour, and the 
rich wines of Persia; when, as if relaxing into the 
tender parent, and pleased and cheerful master, 
Hassun quaffed the gay goblet of pleasure, and 
encouraged it in all around him, until he alone 
witnessed the powder shaken into Adalia's goblet, 
as he thought, by the hands of Hassarac — that 
powder which consummated the sacrifice, and pre- 
pared the victim. At this instant his eyes flashed 
fire, and eager to seize his prey, he pointed throu^ 
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the opening arches to [he distant Birs ; the mighty 
mound now frowned a dark and threatening ntass, 
and on its edge, as on a throne, rested the fiery 
sun. Tossing furiousiy his arms towards the glo- 
rious luminary, he exclaimed — " Bring forth the 
goblets ; Adalia, I pledge thcc to the God of day — 
hasten thee to drink ere he sinks beneath the hill !" 
Adalia rose — a solemn pause ran through the hall 
— and Jarni quivered with agony, for he saw that 
Bibars had changed the cups, and was bearing to 
Adalia the fatal mixture. He gasped with horror, 
when Hassun (who was more and more watchful 
and suspicious as the hour came on, and who had 
beheld the transaction in the mirror), rushing from 
his seal under the influence of uncontroUabie rage, 
himself seized the fatal goblet borne by Bibars, anrl 
gave it to Heman, and snatching the exchanged and 
harmless cup lifted to Heman's lips, he presented 
it to Adalia. The exchange, so impetuously made, 
was accepted instantly by the terrified youths, who 
(as his eyes darted lightnings on them) in a, moment 
of time drank their contents, and the awful spell 
was irrevocably sealed. A sound as of thunder 
rolled under their feet, as the sun sunk beneatti 
the hill- — " It is done," he exclaimed, in tones of ap- 
palling triumph, while he drew his scimetar, in- 
flicting death on the frightened Bibars, who sunk 
beneath his remorseless arm. All the slaves, in 
hontH* and surprize, fled from the hall. " It js 
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done,^ again re-echoed from the lofty roofs in Has- 
sun^s tones — ^' I aw£ut thee, fiuthful Hassarac, in 
the cave;^ and, as he spoke, brandishing his flick- 
ering charmed blade, with a glance of fire which 
rivalled the lightning*s blaze, he disappeared. 

The gates self-closed their bronze valves, the 
locks and bars spontaneously and imperviously 
fastened every avenue, and the crimson flowing 
curtains, descending in liuid pomp, covered the 
apartment, as a sanctuary, from every human eye— 
their stately folds were sUflened with embroideries of 
stars and of signs, susceptive of a solemn character, 
and awful import. Jam! gazed around in speech- 
less horror. The apartment wore a crimsoned hue 
as if flooded in human blood — ^there lay Heman 
overpowered by the potent drug, a prey for the 
flames — there lay the faithful Bibars, death^s vic- 
tim from the sword of his master, and himself 
bound in the spell, wearing an Ethiop^s form; 
whilst Adalia, wrin^ng his hands in anguish, sus- 
pecting his destruction at hand, unknowing where 
to fly, was conjuring Jam! by name to fly to his 
succour. Touched to the soul at his moving ex- 
clamations and anguish, he did fly to him; but, 
alas! he was warned again, by Adalia^s agony, 
whose form he bore. ^^ Adalia ! Adalia !^ he so- 
lemnly uttered, after a moment^s pause, ^^ fly not 
from me ! the moments are most precious. Believe 
me, it is Jami^s voice, although Hassarac^s form. I 
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have offered myself for thee, and to overtlirow the 
dread magician's power." He then developed ra- 
pidly the steps whereby Hassun was deceived, and 
the dread penalty awaiting himself, pointing to the 
senseless Heman ; then taking the fated coronet 
from Adalia's brow, he placed it on Heman's. 
Adalia now shrieked more loudly tlian before, as 
he dashed himself on the pavement, declaring 
wildly, that he never would accept of his deliverance 
on the terms. " Awake ! Heman, awake !" he 
desperately exclaimed, as be strove to shake him 
frffln his slumbers. At this moment the loud thun- 
der sounded again, and Jami, hastily pressing 
Adaha to his heart, the agcmized youth dropped 
from his arms senseless on the pavement. Casting 
a look of tender pity on his convulsed form, Jami 
was secretly imploring the aid of Zephon, as a 
light fleecy cloud filled the room. The cloud 
rested on Adalia's form ; it was hut a moment ere 
it dissolved into air, and Jami beheld himself and 
Heman alone in the hall. Resigned to his fate, as 
he saw Adalia liad been preserved — " Now, destiny, 
accomplish thy decrees I^" Jami exclaimed; and clap- 
ping his hands, the chamber slowly descended, amid 
the strains of soft and mournful music. The pause 
was felt by Jami's inmost soul, as the dreadful 
moment passed of bidding farewell to the realms of 
day. Soon he summoned fortitude to look upon 
the scene around; Bibars, unhappy being, lay 
i5 
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bathed in blood ; on a golden couch or bed, Heman, 
the crowned victim, awaiting the summons to the 
rites ; on every side he beheld arcades opening into 
lengthened avenues, which spread far and de^into 
the caverns of the earth, the haunts of evil and 
rebellious sfnrits — wild rang their songs and sounds 
of joy, while the bands of wicked powers swarmed 
forth around. At the rolling peals of their 
dread charms the caverns shook, and appeared to 
rock in trembling terror of their potent spells. 
'^ Hassun they praised — ^him they extolled-— the 
powerful, the chief of ma^c Araby ; henceforth 
subjected to his sway — ^him, wise and greatest of 
her race, who had won the gift of wisdom for his 
son, henceforth renowned on earth .^ Thus they 
sung, while Jami, motionless, stood by the in- 
sensible form, lifting up his heart in eager aspira- 
tions for support. 

Hassun appeared in the midst of the awful scoae, 
and now before him arose the altar which Jam! had 
seen in the caverns of the Easr. With loud ac- 
claim it rose, and the teraph, flashing from its 
ghastly eyes a dismal light, glared pale and deadly 
from the ribbed rock. Fronting the altar, the flame, 
as if eager for its prey, and never propitiated but 
with blood, streamed upward on the altar, majesti- 
cally bright and clear. The moment arrived, the 
jarring discord ceased, and silence deep and solemn 
succeeded, while Hassun, wearing the mystical 
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magi robes, advanced first to tbe golden couch; 
placing his hand upon tlie veiled sacrifice, he then 
turned toward the altar, and devoted him to the 
God of Fire ! Songs of triumph again arose, ex- 
tolling HasBun's faith — " He was worthy to wear 
and to wield the talismans of the preadamite 
kings ! the greatest of the mysterious sovereigns 
resembled him in fate ! Thus must all his enemies 
fall before him f The cup of charmed potency, 
their pledge, then passed aromid, from which Has- 
siin no sooner withdrew his fipa, than sprinkling a 
few drops upon the altar's flame, it spread in wavy 
brilliancy, rolUng around its bickering flashes. The 
sounds and songs of triumph died away, the mys- 
terious thunders paused, and silence, death-hke 
and solemn, fell around on all. The pause lasted — 
and Jamt scarcely sustained its pressure on his 
heart, when Hassun slowly approached, and thus 
muttered forth the spell, which his deep-toned voice 
echoed amid the arched caverns around: 

" Great God of Fire receive a noble victim, the 
youth Adalia— bear him to thy flames ! intoxicate 
with spells of potency, he reels under thy charmed 
draught, and voluntarily bends to thy influence! 
Seize him, ye flames, mix his form with tliy primeval 
elements ! receive him as the homage of my heart ! 
Sacrifice ! awake ! arise !" 

Hassun, standing before the altar, with impas- 
sioned gestures, waving his wand, at length gently 
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touched the shrouded form ; it stirred — it moved — 
and shaking off the enchanter^s sleep and covering 
veil, a universal shriek rent the cave, of '^ Heman f 
Hetnan !^ as Hemai) stood beford them ; and while, 
in speechless surprize and agony, the wretched 
Hassun gazed on his son, Heman exclaimed — 
^' Victim of the spell, I come to fulfil thy rites ! 
fire ! I come to adore thy power !^ 
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CHAPTER X. 



** Oh ! that each drop which falls to earth 
Would rise a snake to sting them, as they have stung me ! 
Or that the devil, to whom they liken me, 
Would aid his likeness ! If I must partake 
His form, why not his power ?" 



The dark cavern of the deep central abyss of the 
earthy in which they were now enclosed , glowed 
with the magic fires, as they shot their ruddy flame 
on every side. Here stood the powerful and how 
miserable Hassun, his visage displaying the con- 
flicting struggles of heart-rending love, and fear, 
and hate, and horrbr — each passion usurping domi- 
nion of his soul by turns, and rushing through his 
mind with the whirlwind's speed. Jami, wearing 
the savage and colossal form of Hassarac, stood 
near the hapless Heman, but moulded by the heart 
which beat to tender feelings, Hassarac's features 
(wearing usually the lineaments of fierce passions) 
were now animated by an intellectual spark of 
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divine humanity, which softened and melted into 
tears as he gazed on the fated Heman, thus robed 
and crowned. Heman — at how dreadful a ipnce I — 
was no longer the weak and imbedle trifler. In 
these his last moments his eyes shone with a bright- 
ness altogether supernatural, and to the agonized 
parent most alarming, for too well he recognized 
therein the potent agency of the fatal spell. 

The throng of furious dreadful fonns filling the 
caverns, those essences of power malign, who wield 
these elements with swift impulse, transcending mor- 
tal thought, who shall describe? But darkness is 
their choice abode, so be its oblivious mantle also 
ever their doom ; their names and dreadful rites be^ 
come as much unknown to man, as in their evil deeds 
they far surpass his puny powers. Happy fen: mfiB 
a curb is placed even on their iron necks— ^they 
cannot seize on man by force, nor make him at 
their will their prey. Bait with snares his path, 
and miserably destroy, they often can and may 
succeed, as was the case with the wretched Hassun 
-—wretched beyond all power of thought! Re* 
covering at length in some degree from his deep 
amazement — ^^ Tremendous fate !^ burst from his 
livid lips, as he gazed on his son, on the altar pre- 
pared, and the rites awaiting their fatal oonsum^ 
mation, while the malicious spirits in harsh tones of 
rage pour forth thdr fury and amazement ^^ Step 
the rites,^ Hassun exclaimed ; *< am I not master of 
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your powers ? Andthou wretch," turning to the ficti- 
tious Hassarac, who, resigned in mind to such over- 
whelming horrors, spoke not — stirred not — during 
the dreadful scene. " Thou wretch, proclaim the 
cause of all this acene, this far worse than devirs 
malice ?" With a movement of his wand the ebnn 
hue disappeared, and Jami re-assumed his natural 
form. At this sight the whole assembly, dropping 
their seeming hues of borrowed beauty, filled with 
infernal hate and rage at seeing their cavernous 
deeds of darkness thus exposed, and their choicest 
charms thus foiled, dilated into their own demon 
forms, rolling around them volunjes of smoke and 
flame. The solid earth shook under their furious 
charms — the ribbed caverns crumbled — all trem- 
bled with terror but the heart of Janii, which 
still reposed itself in trust that an outstretched arm 
could yet place a barrier to their power, at worst 
able only to kill the mortal frame. The sorcerers 
now surrounding the youth (whom a knowledge of 
his own feebleness rendered perfectly passive), 
gnashing fiercely on him with withering looks of 
fiendish hate, they bound and laid him at the 
wretched father's feet. " Sprinkle the aJtar, and 
sacrifice him thereon," was his command. " I 
Heman !" he continued, " come to these arms ;" 
but obedient to the spell wliich himself had framed, 
Hemon, wearing the crown, kept his eyes im- 
moveably fixed upon the uprising flame. Meantime, 
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as the reiiM»rseles6 spirits spinkled the altar, the fire 
blazed brighter, and the altar heated more and 
more intenselv, until it became itself a mcdten mass 
of red hot metal, and JamI beheld himwelf smed, 
to be borne and placed upcm its alt-cniMwmiiiig 
flames. 

^^ Perish the wretch, the base traitor,^ Hassun 
uttered with frantic tones ; ^^ amid tortures, racking 
as these internal horrws which shake my soul, may 
he expire ! O ! monster of deceit, this then is thy 
fair lesson of virtue and of gratitude ! to frame a 
snare, that even demons, such as these, would 
shudder to achieve! to snare a father^s hand to 
slay his son — his afflicted son! but seek to thy 
favouring genius now to help thee. No, even the 
Gk)d of Fire will retrace these charms, and hear his 
favoured votary ; meantime, take thou the meed of 
thy own black perjured heart — ^place him amid the 
flames.^ 

^^ Stop, I command, by him who made these 
flames, yourselves, and nature, for a moment, 'stop,^ 
Jam! loudly called — and at the sound, uttered 
with the accents of power, the horrid deed was 
staid, and Hassun waved his hand impatiently to 
hear his words* 

" O ! wretched father !^ slowly spake the much 
oppressed and mourning youth, ^^ miserable Hassun, 
blame not me, nor dare to tax the bright quality of 
goodness from which you have so lamentably 
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Strayed ; did I prepare the victim for this scene ? 
did I heap charm on charm to rub the soul of 
sense, and brutify it even to the stern necessity of 
commixing itself with elements such as these ? 
Think on my youthfid wrongs ! on Adalia'a wrongs .' 
on midnight sorceries of the Kasr cave ! on the 
foul intent to murder Adalia on this altar ! Whose 
arm smote that poor faithful wretch ?" pointing to 
the senseless Bihars ; " whose snatched the goblets 
even at their lijis, and ministered the draught of 
death to Henian's form? It was his father, the 
once wise and all-persuasive Hassun, grasping at 
powers beyond the might of mortal man justly to 
wield; the ruler — seeker — slave and victim of 
these juggling demons ! Even now they deride thy 
torments, and exult at the success of their own 
deadly net. One — one good may flow— O ! Hassun, 
turn ere too late — renounce their evil rites — let one 
sad victim suffice, and dare their hellish power as 
I do. Abjure thy spells, and even yet shalt thou 
find rest." 

Hassun had stood speechless, aghast, and con- 
science smitten, as Jami, rapidly, and untcrrified at 
the prospect of death, poured forth these galling 
truths ; but the universal fury and interposition of 
his evil agents seared him against the passing 
gleam of better thoughts, awakened by the words of 
Jamrs mouth, and he raged with tenfold bitterness 
AS they sunk with scorpion stings into his mind. 
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Reverting to his cruel commands, bound and borne 
in encircling arms, Jaml undaunted and unre- 
sisting, now sunk on the fiery burning altar ; but 
the instant that his frame touched its glowing sur- 
face, and they looked on to see him scorched in tor- 
ments, the fires became self- extinguished, and he 
lay imhurt upon the solid bronze. All gazed upon 
it in mute wonder ; meanwhile a sullen sinoky vapour 
wreathed around, amid which whs seen the terrible 
brightness of the teraph's eyes; silence held the 
whole assembly in suspense, as in tones of ap- 
palling shrillness were heard these words : 

" Master, yet slave of the spell, it must be 
obeyed ; Jami's life, by fate's decree ye cannot 
touch — he has not drank the dark tartareous 
draught — he devotes no offering — is not prepared 
nor crowned. A victim stands before me, and the 
fire, relentless, claims the willing Heman ^m his 
father's hands." 

" Say not so, say not so," the shrinking Hassun 
exclaimed — " consult the spirit ; spare Jam! if it be 
his will, but take this victim, he breathed his last 
amid these wails," pointing to the senseless Bibars, 
whom, at his bidding, they rose from the earth, 
while Janii, freed from his bands shrunk back in 
sickening horror, watching the event. By Hassun's 
trembling hands the corpse was placed upon the 
golden bed prepared for sacrifice, as the altar 
I lighted up its flames, and again glowed with heat 
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intense; singing a propitiatory charm, they bore 
him onward, and Heman, his hands leaning over 
Bibars, moved as they moved toward the sacred 
flame; his eyes shot a meaning glance as they 
reached the spot. Hassun grasped liim in parental 
agony, and loosed the liold for one moment only to 
sdze bis flowery conmet, and jjlace it on tlie sub- 
stituted form of Bibars, when, at that instant of 
fate, quicker than lightning, a gleam of the teraph's 
eyes glanced on Heman, and he. Jilted loUh the Jury 
of the spell, leaped on the molten altar ; it was 
done — instantly his mortal frame, in such intense 
and glowing flames, perished away. Wit.h a wild 
shriek of agony the parent, the sorcerer Hassun, 
leaped also on the flames ; they sunk, and the cold 
broDse altar was his resting place, and his eager 
hands grasped — Heman's ashes! Thick volumes 
of duaky smoke flowed forth, and impenetrable 
gloom covered the horrible scene. 

Jami long lay amid the obscurity and darkness 
which followed, while the father's dreadful sobs 
of grief and rage aJone were heard. Jam! felt as if 
light and life, and peace, were lost for ever, though 
at length his consciousness returned, yet it was a 
considerable period ere he could recall or poise his 
aflrighted mind; Iwme down and overwhelmed by 
such horrible deeds, it seemed as if he had pene- 
trated into qualities and essences of wickedness 
beyond his strength even to think upon, and ex- 
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ceeding the frame of man to bear; but no sooner 
had his breathing evidenced that his powers d 
suffering were restored, than all rushed on his soul, 
and looking fearfully around, a pale light revealed 
the miserable Hassim, grasping an urn of polished 
black marble, wherein lay Heman'*s ashes ; and the 
cave which enclosed them was dark, desolate, and 
solitary. His faded eye was marked with hate^ 
malignant and inextinguishable, as he gazed on 
Jami, pale, silent, and motionless before him ; his 
lips scarcely moved as in low murmurs burst firom 
him, in almost inarticulate accents — ^^ Wretched 
being, my destroyer and my foe, deem not'* — ^be 
paused a lengthened space, and silence, as dreadful 
as his threat, pervaded the cavern — " deem not 
thy destiny, or that of any of thy hated race, is 
yet complete, or beyond my power of vengeance. 
No, never, until death ends thee or me, dead now 
to glory, I seek it tar revenge; since the death I 
destined for thee is withheld, take thy fill of suf- 
ferings — ^bereaved be thy tongue of speech, thy 
mind of power, to disclose these cavern rites.'' 

Not a word from JamI to deprecate his wnth, 
not a sigh followed his disappearance, which left 
little pause for suspense as to the sufferings await- 
ing him — ^nature, in her sternest mood, seemed 
agitating the bowels of the earth, which trembled 
to its centre. The darksome cave gave way on 
every side, and clouds of dust nearly suffocated 
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him, as he in vain endeavoured to penetrate its 
gloom. Not the winter's blast more furiously im- 
pels the lashing surge, than now held the struggling 
youth in the mazes and horrors of these sad abodes 
of evil spirits. Vainly did ho khour to sustain the 
falling earth and vapours of the cavernous depths 
wherein he was enclosed ; his breath came and 
went in torturing effort; at length the agony 
became intense, and he surrendered himself to the 
death whicli seemed inevitable, for-nature Iieaved 
beneath the oppressive load which crushed and 
pressed liim down, and gradually his respiration 
ebbed away; but he was not yet to taste the repose 
of ibe grave, or cessation from trial, for a scene far 
different now succeeded to these moments of agonv 
— he lliought a celestial voice whispered — " Fear 
not, Jami has the guardianship of higher powers 
than Hassuirs," He then feh his lips moistened with 
a single drop of heavenly halm, his breath renewed 
its strength, and the pantings ceased ; but although 
he never had known more rapturously the contrast 
of suffering and comparative ease, yet his heart 
still doubted whether the past inflictions might not 
be merely suspended to enhance, by the pause, 
tbcir renewal, and to augment his torture. Soon 
the whole volume of his fate was unrolled, and he 
heard the dread award repeated to his ears, which 
had led Hassun to tlie agonizing deed of immolat- 
ing his Kon. Such it seems were the decrees of 
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fate, that he could not snatch an attnbute of power, 
and exert it agiunst the race of Habcsci, without 
yielding to them the advantage of a similar faculty 
of revenge if they were disposed to exert it. Now, 
therefore, came on the dangerous hour for virtue's 
influence ; and Hassun, foiled by the self-devoled- 
ness of Jami's sacrifice of himself for Adalia, 
and counteracted in the spell by Bibars, was also 
deserted by the powerful agents of his malice. 
Revenge was the test both of himself and of Jami. 
If therefore the sense of past injuries, and the 
feeling of acute suffering, could sharpen on the 
heart to seize with transport the means of retalia- 
tion, Jami soon, too soon, saw the boon placed 
within his reach. 

The clouds of dark vapour gradually subsided, 
and from amid the darkness, as in a shadowy taber- 
nacle, appeared two forms of angelic stature and 
majesty; they bore a regal, though a faded port, 
and shone with seraphic lustre, notwithstanding 
the melancholy traits which dimmed their brighi- 
neas. Jam! doubted not that he saw before him 
the celebrated angels of desolate Babylon, the 
sinning spirits who had partaken of the inebriating 
cup of her apostate charms. Now they mourn in 
darkness,andpenitential]yaw^t their hour of doom, 
rescued thereby from utter exclusion fi^m thar 
former bliss; hence they joy to execute the behests 
of Allah, which brings light and life even to their 
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doleful sojourn. Commissioned to place before the 
amazed and awe struck youth the award of fate— 
" Arise," they together spake, " arise, feeble son of 
the dust, and decide upon this important crisis of 
thy life: whence came Jam! to this cave? and 
why hesitates he to roll back on his enemy the 
destiny now ready to crush its victim ? Learn now, 
that such IS the decree, that Hassmi's fate abides 
on Jamrs voice.'" 

" Oh ! show mc the path — instantly will I tread 
it," exclaimed the excited Jaml. 

" One moment await, ere you learn the conse- 
quences attached thereto, and then boldly seize 
thy choice," was the reply. " Within these caves 
is a sepulchral chamber, in which rests a regal 
form; although death has taken his prey, he bears 
the impress of life; and the signet which he wears, 
once placed on Jami's hand, renders him master of 
Hassun's Hfe and power. This is the signet of the 
preadamite king which Hassun sought to seize by 
Jami's death; he who wears it becomes supreme 
over the East ; and then may thus be the deliverer 
of Adalia — the spouse of Lillah !" 

The eager glances of Jaml bespoke his kindling 
passions as these important benefits were mentioned, 
until, hearingLillah'sname,henolonger paused, but 
stretching forth his eager arms to the angelic forms — 
" Show me, oh ! show me the cave !" he exclaimed 
A moment only passed, and he beheld himself in 
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a chamber hewn from the living rock, and lighted 
as brightly as the region of day by a living car- 
buncle suspended from its roof ; before him, on a 
regal couqh, lay a form, dressed in royal habiliments, 
and crowned, sweetly reposing as if in sleep, and 
his arm gently resting by the side of the couch; 
so august, so striking the countenance, that Jam! 
was enchained by silent awe— r" Seize thy charm !" 
issued a voice from a dark cloud, obscuring the 
extremity of the chamber — " but know, when pos- 
sessed of the power of Hassun, you must hence- 
forth experience the temptations which attach to 
such pre-eminence: what may flow from Jami^s 
choice fate carefully hides in the inscrutable book 
of her decrees — ^what fruits Hassun has reaped he 
knows full well. 

The heart of Jami had already gained time to 
weigh, in some brief measure, its criminal doubts 
of Allah^s justice, by rashly wresting from his grasp 
the consequences of the future; anger and re- 
venge faded before the calm dictate of reason, and, 
even as his hand was extended for the prize, he 
deliberately exclaimed — " Hence tempting snare — 
Jam! may perish, his life is in the enchanter'^s toils, 
but neither revenge nor fear shall banish trust^ 
Scarcely had he uttered the thought, than darkness 
completely shrouded him, and Jami, although re- 
solved to the act and renunciation of duty, groaned 
deeply in anguish, as he felt the keen throb of fear 
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associated with the feelings of Lillah and of Adalia 
strike on his spirit — how powerfully did it yet 
tremble under a sensation of dread, arising from 
the severity of his sufferings; but the more he 
searched out his innate principles of action, the 
more entirely did he repose his mind on that guide 
who so eminently liad sustained him. Jam! had 
overcome the desire of vengeance, and the fragrance 
of his trust in Allah rendered his severe afflictions 
light and easy to be borne, compared with those 
mental agonies which his adversary had justly 
reaped as the meed of his deeds. 

Although subjected to darkness and terror, he 
felt no fears ; the power whom he thus honoured 
infused within bin soul the aids of hope and trust, 
whereby the oppressor's power was curbed, and the 
trial sustained. After a long and weary period of 
suffering, he became aroused by hunger and thirst to 
make an effort for his extrication, as he beheld with 
joy a faint ghmmer of light steal inwM^d from some 
aperture, and his ears, sharpened to every sound, 
caught a faint splashing as of water. Searching 
around, he soon became sensible of a small oozing of 
water which filtered through some rocky vein or 
channel, and filled a cavity within the cave ; herein 
Jami cooled his burning brow, and slaked his thirst, 
with a gratitude of heart flowing from the life-giving 
liquid; and as he traced the tremulous ray still 
marking the gloom, he cautiously tried to follow 
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its auspicious iKanis. How great were fais tran- 
sports, how fcn-id his thankfulness, as he sought 
an opening of deliverance from the living lorob 
whicli inclosed Iiim ! " Doubtless," he ex- 
claimed, " the powers of celestial love break off the 
oppressor's yoke." He scarcely spoke the words, ere, 
with happiness too great for utterance, he beheld 
himself in an over-arching cave, whose wide aper- 
ture, midway up a mountain, overlooked the great 
plain, willi the majestic river winding along its 
level ; the grass, which grew rank and thickly in 
front, was wet with the dews not yet exhaled bj 
the beats of the day, the cool air felt most grateful 
to his care-worn frame, the orb of light lingered 
yet beneath the distant horizon, but the firmament 
was shot through with its radiant fires ; and, as the 
glowing tints came on, Jaml sunk on the turf in 
raptnrous admiration of the magnificent scene, and 
adored, for his deliverance, the vicegerent of Allah. 
Trom admiring these his works, his mind turned 
inward, and he revolved the various trials of his 
life; here, indeed, the scene changed; nature pur- 
sued her course as plastic as when first called 
forth by the all-powerful Artificer — all her works 
glorious, and all their ends good : but man, in every 
retrospection, seemed a frightful anomaly in all — a 
wreck sublime, warring with every good principle. 
enemy alike to himself and others ; on every side 
on which he rolled his thoughts, nothing appesaml 
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but wretchedness. Janijsawthatduringmsensibility 
lie had been transported far beyond the precincts of 
HiUah, or of Babylon ; and, from his late eventful 
tjials, dreading to throw himself into the snares 
of his enemies, here he resolved to abide, to make 
the cave his mansion, the fruits around, and the 
limpid pool, which trickled forth from the interior 
of the cavity, his support. His character, refined 
by trial, had fully acquired the mastery of his pas- 
sions, hence' the trancjuil tenor of his life soon 
completely restored him to a firm texture of con- 
fidence, that again could sustain the fidl weight of 
whatever sorrow his allotment might present. The 
frugal simple fare of the cave had strengthened in- 
stead of weakening his habit, and added a refresh- 
ment, and confidence, the reward of peace and of ab- 
stinence. The silence of the desert, on the edge of 
which he abode, was no solitude to him; the 
blazing ardour of the noonday sun, to his invi- 
gorated powers, brought no suffering. Lying near 
the aperture of his cavernous abode, his ear drank 
in the softest sounds of any of nature's numerous 
family, of various kinds, peopling every nook and 
corner of the soil and stones around, " Solitude ! 
there is, there can be none," Jam! wondering would 
exclaim — " Earth, air, and skies swarm with their 
myriads of happy scnlicnt beings ! See this lizard 
creeping to tlie glorious sunshine; now it stands 
and opens iu leathern jaws, slow and languidly, 
K 2 
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yet the eye speaks of pleasure felt and tasted. See 
its curious movements. Ah ! the barbarous tyrUt 
seizes a victim fly, and eagerly destroys it — so tme 
preys on another tess strong, and death prepares ti 
triumph for his general rule on all!" 

Day by day stole by, and st'Jl saw Jaml linger- 
ing near his cave, watchful only of the scene 
around, so keenly and intently had his imagination 
fastened on the habits and trmts of the surrounding 
animals and birds, and creeping things, that his 
heart somewhat forgot the nobler purpose of man's 
creation, not to bind down his mighty powers evMi 
to such lessons as the works of nature may dis- 
close; these, grand and wonderful as they may be, 
are but the footsteps of the Deity. Man has within 
him a spark, a kindred spark, that chums affinity 
with the skies, and can be satisfied with nau^t 
beneath its native home. This Jam! was forgetting 
— too powerfully tried in affliction's school, terrified 
by the black catalogue of crime which he had en- 
countered, he gladly merged his tlioughts and 
views in a complacent search into the plans and 
footsteps of the physical world, and wonders of 
creation. The view was innocent, but the appli- 
cation was sinful ; it withdrew him from life, from 
the sphere of active duties, from his path of trial. 
Jam! had begun to derive some such conclusions 
as he regarded the regular course of all around 
him — he watched the bird of prey in her tvtiop 
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prepare her young one's food — soon he saw her lead 
them on to flight, and then dismiss them to their 
own unerring instinct. Other races followed, no- 
thing remained immutable ; even, the rocks and 
caves showed symptoms of a certain law which 
wore, and broke, and decomposed their surfaces. 

"Can I then," he musingly questioned with him- 
self, " can I abide listlessly observing and not im- 
proving by these lessons ?" As he was thus 
wrapped in an evening contemplation at the moutti 
c£ his cave, of the sounds and appearances around 
him, of naturc''s boundless family of creatures 
■eeking the shadow of her canopy of darkness, and 
resting from their labours, he became so absorbed 
as to be totally unobservant of a dark electric cloud, 
which bad gradually spread over the sky to the 
small hill wherein he abode ; the storm burst over 
him with tremendous violence, and the holt of 
hesTen shattered the iofty palm near which he sate, 
splitting it in pieces as if it were a brittle reed. 
The violence of the shock stunned him for some 
seconds, and so violently aA'ected him, that he could 
iCM^^ly crawl a little further under the protecting 
ledge, before a second crash and brighter stream of 
light hurried him into the interior of the cave. 

The night, which closed in ere the storm sub- 
sided, brought no peace to the couch of leaves on 
which he reposed his weary and aching frame ; a 
sense of error, of deflection from the path of duty, 



lA 



198 KABMATI 

intruded, and Jami, unused to drav ob luinseJf 
these arrows of darkness, which no p&noply can 
turn aside, ■writhed under the sense of stinging re- 
proach which the monitor within thus awakened to 
his misery. As if to render the pressure atill mote 
severe, he became sensible of the entrance of some 
other beings on his hitherto sacred retreat, driren 
thither probably by the tempest. His first efibn 
was to arise and direct their steps, for nature, willmg 
to 'By from inward reproaches which she could not 
stifle, caught at the break which this interruption 
interposed ; but he became sensible of a degree of 
languor which at the instant repressed his effort, 
and ere he renewed it a faint whisper awakened 
attention, as he heard the name of liassun, and 
Boon gathered from their imperfect and broken 
murmurs, that they were emissaries determined to 
seek him throughout these solitary spots. Become 
thus apprized tliat liis preservation now hung en- 
tirely upon escaping the notice of those whose 
hostile views the late threatening storm was thus 
made a means of unfolding to him, he heard with 
eager solicitude that they meant witli the first ap- 
proach of morn to proceed immediately along the 
river, and by night to repair to the present cave, 
leaving no portion of its vicinity unexplored. Long 
had he hesitated in executing any plan or change 
from his dear peaceful cave, uncertain as he felt 
whither to bend his steps — " some leading direc- 
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tion," he thought, " must be vouchsafed." Now 
tfien he resolved, without delay, although with 
deep regret, to hasten away, and fly to Bagdad- 
there, amid the crowded city, he mi^t perchance 
find some clue to guide him. 

The morning shone brightly upon the great 
Babylonian plain, when Jami, somewhat restored 
to strength, ventured forth from his retreat. The 
more he considered the events of the past, the more 
he feit as if centuries in point of duration had 
lapsed by; when he thought on the threats of 
Hassun, and compared them with hia power, the 
firmer he was convinced that his enmity could ex- 
pire but in his blood, and that defeated as he was 
in the act, to inflict death, aiid controlled by highar 
powers to sufier his escape from the depths of the 
eiuth, yet now he would strain every nerve of his 
wide- spreading rule to surprize and destroy him by 
force of arms. Irak, therefore, great as was her 
s{»ce, and numerous her ciuesj could be no abode 
for him, unless he could shelter amid the crowds of 
Bagdad, the residence of the renowned Hariiii 
al Raschid. Then his heart reverted to Lillah^ 
Ebn Thaher, and Adalia, as the only persons no* 
E^mpathizing with him, and longed to know thdr 
fate, Adalia espedaUy so singularly disappearing. 
At length he determined to repair across thej^ains 
to the river, and thence refuge himself at present 
ia some city ; his frame was onaeiated and changed, 
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al tliougli his raven locks and sparkling eye tendered 
IiiR geDcral appearance prepossessing. His dotbes 
were torn and lacerated, and were the slave's habi- 
liments usually worn by Hassarac. Inthis bumble 
appearance, plucking a staff, Jami journeyed on- 
wards, and was unmolested, through tbe day ; the 
plain appeared solitary anddcscrted, and the traveller 
paused not to question the few humble labourers of 
the fields. Reposing a short period, and refreshing 
himself under a verdant tuft of palms, Jatnl pur- 
sued his fatiguing exertions through the night until 
morning's golden prime, when he joyfully espied 
the swift shooting Tigris flowing before him. Here 
arrived, he sat down on its banks, eating a few 
dates he had plucked by the way, and while he was 
thus thankfully relishing his frugal meal, he started 
at a salutation from the river, as a Bagdad boat's 
crew, seeing him seated on the banks, drew near 
the shore; they inquired for water of Jam!, which 
they bad neglected to provide themselves with, in 
their haste to leave the raty ; they were manifestly 
bent on speed, and agitated by some recent mis- 
fortune. The steersman, hastening his men on 
board, inquired of JamI whither he was bound, and 
whence ho came thus alone in the wilderness ! 
hinting that he deemed him to be some runaway 
slave. This charge Jam! denied, but owned that 
recent misfortunes rendered his speedy journey 
hence of great importance, perhaps tlic preservation 
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of his life. — " Well," exclaimed the steersman, 
" one good turn deserves another — if a trip to 
Bassora will serve your purpose, even in Allah's 
name embark," 

The opportunity seemed too propitious to be 
neglected, and he gratefully entered the boat; the. 
crew were the domestics of a person of rank, and 
they conversed with each other by turns with great' 
emotion, as of an event known to the world, so that 
JamI, remarking that he had for many days been 
stationary in the wilderness, craved, if not improper, 
to hear of the event. The mildness of his air, and 
a noblene.ss of mien, apparent even through the 
meanness of his attire, had already won upon their 
consideration, and one and all exclaimed — " Where 
have you hved this moon long, not to have heard 
of the death of our master El Kazim, grand judge 
of Bagdad, murdered in open court by a Has-, 
sunee." 

JamI trembled at the recital, and exclaiming — • 
■' Alas ! venerable El Eazim, then is the light of 
justice quenched indeed," desired to hear the details 
hitherto unknown to him. 

" Perhaps, then," exclaimed the steersman, " the 
tidingshas not reached you of the great revolt among 
the Arabian tribes, following a chief whom they 
have chosen as their slieik, and placed upon a 
mountain fortress? This terrible leader has for, 
years artfully stolen the good will of all these 
k5 
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regions, exercising a pliys'ician'» skill ; he was how- 
ever suspected by my master, who came to court 
to impeach him to the caliph, but he unhappilywas 
absent, preparing for a journey to Ehoraasan ; ill 
luck, which has lost him a province or two, wluch 
even he will find it difficult to win again. £t 
Kazim, our master, sagaciously left an old cadi,£bn 
Thaher, to watch the rebel's movements, but 
Hassun's craft got him within his nianaoQ, per- 
suaded him of his truth, and won him entirely to 
his views. Meantime, it is s(ud, Hassun had two 
brothers, youths of Syria, whom he resolved to put 
to death because they would not aid his views, so 
he took the first to some caves and slew him, but 
the youngest escaping {at this part of his narrative 
JamI gasped in horror, and could scarcely support 
himself on the bench ; not observing his emotion, 
the steersman continued), the youth ilew to the cadi, 
and told a piteous tale, charging Hassun with 
sorcery ; but all discredited the boy, and whether 
he has perished, or what has since occurred, rumour 
has hitherto not wafted along the course of the 
Tigris. Slender is the prospect of the hapless being 
ever escapingfrom such an oppressor — vainly would 
he seek for mercy from his hard and callous 
heart." 

At this horrid account. Jam! sunk down nearly 
senseless, wringing his hands ; in frantic accents, un- 
warned by danger, he exclaimed — " 
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poor Adalia i" The sympathy and astonishment of 
Ibrahim was great, when he recognized him as known 
to his master, and paying JamI every respectful at- 
tention, he proceeded to comply with his reiterated 
desire to hear the events so important to himself and 
his race. 

" Hassun fiercely throwing off his disguise," the 
narrator continued, " had called for his Arab 
warriors, and prepared to seize on Hillah, just as a 
bo^tfrom our master had readied the gardens of his 
mansion, with the grand judge's officers to seize on 
Hassun, and bear him off to Bagdad. They 
arrived to see Hillah carried by storm. The cadi, 
amid the confused tumult, hearing of the event, 
had himself transported on a couch into the boat ; 
Lillah was following, when, lo ! a troop of Arab horse 
dashed into the gardens, and bore the shrieking 
Lillah off, even in the eyes of the fond father, to 
the tents of Hassun. All the tribes have risen, 
and his standard floats over the Euphrates. Our 
boat escaped, bearing the wretched Ebn Thaherto 
our master at Bagdad ; a day only elapsed after 
having proclaimed a price upon this Hassun's 
head, this murderer's; El Kazim was seated on his 
high seat of justice, and had begun to interrogate an 
offender, when an athletic Arab sprung on the 
bench, and, ere an arm could interpose, struck his 
dagger into El Kazim''s heart." 

" * Receive that gift,' he exclMmed, * from Ha*^ 
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8UQ.^ So daring an outrage has, you may suppose, 
enraged the caliph, who, lingering in the vicinity 
of Bagdad ere he departed for Khorassan, is now in 
his capital, and has ordered the murderer to be 
burnt alive; but all the confession he will make 
amounts to this — ^that one thousand of his fol- 
lowers are ready, at Hassun'^s will, to endure the 
same fate, to perform the least of his desires.^ 
Meantime, sorrowing for our best of masters, we 
are despatched to Bassora, to convey the mournful 
tidings to £1 Eazim'^s brothers and kindred in that 
city. The news at Bagdad, as we left it, was the 
tidings of numerous hill fortresses, near Casbin, and 
through Persia, having been seized by this daring 
race.*" 

Jam! had heard with mute despair the fate of 
those so dear to him, of Lillah borne to a fortress 
of Khorassan. 

A settled determinate purpose of tracking the op- 
pressor to the farthest East, and of rescuing her be 
loved, fixed itself irrevocably in his jnind, but bow 
could he penetrate to the spot where the object of his 
heart was confined ? Chiefly Ibrahim advised him 
to preserve the strictest secrecy upon his plans, and 
lurged him by earnest entreaties to continue his pre- 
sent humble appearance, and remain under his 
brother's roof. 

They soon reached Bassora^ which wore a war- 
like character, in consequence of the revolts of 
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numerous Arab tribes. Here, however, Jami 
received a shelter and kind welcome under Walid's 
roof. 

The next clay Bassora rung with surprize at a 
most daring outrage ; in the bazaar stood an arrow 
bearing an Arabic inscription — " Jnml lives ! this 
Hassun knows, and Kahcr leaves not Irak until 
his forfeit blood is shed — this swears a Hassunee." 
Walid had known misfortune, and he sought to 
sustain the courage of Jaml, at the same time that 
he dissembled not the extreme danger of his re- 
mmning in parts of the East so filled with his 
enemies. At this moment he lieard of a large 
party of merchants intending to proceed to Is- 
pahan, the leader of which was his friend, and 
Jami, eagerly seizing on the opportunity, pre- 
pared on the following day to pursue his route for 
Persia. 

He could not forbear pausing in bitterness over 
the past, and contrasting his forlorn and solitary 
state as a wanderer, followed by the hate of such a 
powerful enemy, and felt as if he gladly would have 
resigned his life at once, were it not that the soul 
possesses a vigour of existence adequate to its trial, 
" No," he exclaimed, " great as is Hassun's power 
and malice, there still is one greater far than he ; 
the pismire, humble as she is, may sting the lofty 
eagle — Jami yet may touch the crest of Hassun's 
pride. The most unhappy man is he that is not 
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patiait in adversity, for men are not killed by ihe 
adversities which they have, but by the impatience 
with which they suffer them." 

As JamI meditated on his fortunes, all impelled 
Bim to leek Casbin. He had heard at Bagdad the 
reports of the valour of Persia's sovereign, and he 
felt as if hope and liberty would again be his, when 
he had reached a land beyond the sphere of Has- 
sun's deadly malignity. In Persio he niight fbd 
confederates, and join those forces which were di- 
rected against the chief districts of his enemy''s 
power, and a fierce attack he could not doubt would 
speedily roll on him from the shores of the Eu- 
phrates, directed by the anger of Harun. 

Events had taken place at Bagdad, which made 
it wear a dark and threatening character to Jami, 
Ithoae mind and nerves, shaken by his severe trials, 
associated every cloud with the dreaded character 
of his enemy. 

Harun, after seventeen years of friendship and 
ihtimate regard with his vizier, had subjected his 
favourite and friend to a cruel experiment, which 
recoiled upon himself, and in one of his paroxysms 
had beheaded the amiable and deeply lamented 
Giafar. Jamr wept over the mournful tale of 
Abassah, late so illustrious a princess, now a de- 
spised wanderer ; and the caliph himself, the prey 
of melancholy, was preparing to try the benefit 
of his native air in Kborassan. 
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R^ecting upon these most singular circum- 
stanccB connected with his own caiamity, and re- 
calling, with a shudder, to his remembrance the 
threats in the Kasr cave, he conceived the resolve 
of instffiitly proceeding towards the East. 

" Ah !" exclaimed he, " as he thought of Has- 
sun, and his fine features glowed with elevation of 
thought — " ah ! he is on the pinnacle of greatness, 
most dangerous post. A shadow, passing light, 
throws to the ground power's baseless fabric ; and 
adversity, as a sponge moistened in gall, G<x)n 
sweeps each flattering trait away." 

Indulging these visions of the future, he pre- 
pared for his long and painful journey. Often he 
sighed to learn the fate of Adalia, but he dared not 
to venture forth, the city contained so many emis- 
saries of his enemy, for he felt his life a sacred 
deposit to counteract the base designs and cruel 
injuries against those beings whom he so tenderly 
loved, and for whom he resolved to sustain every 
trial. 

Their principal stop was at Shuster, on the river 
Karoon; here Jami felt his heart relieved from 
the bitterness and poignancy of his own reflections, 
as, calculating on the halt of a day, he eagerly pre- 
pared to visit the impressive mounds of ancient Susa. 
Their dreary silence and desolate character, haunted 
by wild beasts, struck him forcibly as resembling the 
well known structures of the fiabyioniaa pltun ; 
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more especially of the Mujelebe, whose ruiiied 
walls and mountiunous look the eminence he oow 
stood on greatly resembled. Like the Chaldean 
pile, its whole basis was artificial, the ruined ma- 
terials of Home mighty edifice, and its vast platform 
was spacious enougli to be the base of the splendid 
palaces of the great king ; near hini stood another 
mound of still more awful dimensions, the only 
representatives of the magnificence of the race of 
Cyrus. Neither archway nor tower show their 
shattered walls; no polished marbles declare the 
grand apartments, where silken hangings hung on 
golden rods, and jewels gave additional brightness 
to the radiant beams of day. " All are gone far 
hence," Jam! thought with a sigh, "oblivious as 
my poor Adalia's fate; and these vast swelling 
mounds survive as the graves of their empire, 
ample enough in bulk to bury all their pomp." 

As he considered the silent waste, which now 
reposed in solitude, marked only by heaps of 
crumbling ruins, as he reflected on tlieir days of 
glittering splendour, when the winding Choaspes, and 
the gardens of Susa, slione in radiant beauty, Jami 
drew that estimate of life which the serious and re- 
flective ever must arrive at ; bow transient, how 
insignificant to an immortal essence are all the 
illusive pursuits of vain mortals, except in those acts 
of power and beneficence which, by blessmg his spe- 
cies, also expands his heart, and, as Zubier . says. 
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"brings the warninghome, that riches are a damage 
to their owner, except that part of them which he 
sends before him into the domain of eternity." 
JamI had lingered so long amid these ruined heaps, 
that a horseman, detached from the party, warned 
him that they had been a considerable time in move- 
ment, and that his absence had so much displeased 
their leader, that he obtained with difficulty the per- 
mission to gallop off and give him warning, so that 
he might join their onward course ; the reason of 
this unexpected movement, he explained, was the 
great alarm excited throughout the province, by 
the appearance of Hassun and liis troops at Yez- 
dikhaust, which he had captured, and the Armenian 
leader, aware that nothing was so likely to aUure his 
followers as the knowledge of a wealthy numerous 
caravan, lost not a single moment in immediately 
putting them all in motion for the South, resolving 
to take the celebrated Istakhar in his route. The 
absentees on the march were severely reprehended, 
and especially Jami, towards whom he already bore 
a grudge, as his lofty mind ill brooked the petty 
peculations and charges of the leader, an Arme- 
Rian usurer, who hated those qualities most in 
others, which rebuked his avaricious feelings; 
they, however, safely reassembled, and aware of his 
danger, so nearly followed by his foe, JamI, during 
the reminder of their route, kept closely to tha 
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centre of the band ; they arrived in safety at the 
Tillage contiguous to the mined palaces of Perse- 
polis, and here they purposed to make a short halt ; 
during which Jaml resolved to explore the splendid 
remains of so celebrated a spot. He gazed his fill on 
the gigantic forms sculptured on the walla, sacred to 
Mithras, and contemplated the curious lines of 
figures graven on the second terrace, covered with 
the splendour and pomp of the Nouroose feast, «hii- 
memorative of the first festival of the human race, 
of the openingyoar, which still is held as the prime 
festival rf Persia's annals, where it first com- 
menced : " Thus did our mighty monarchs reign," 
Jami said, "and here was Jemsheed's throne of 
justice," as ascending the platform he behold Ae 
superb Chehcl Minar before him. He had just 
mounted the ascent, when he saw an appearance of 
a floating robe disappearing behind a column, and 
in an instant a piercing shriek drew him quickly to 
the place where lay a venerable figure, who had 
fallen over a fragment of the ruins ; the blow was 
severe and stunning, and Jami, lifting the stranger's 
head, beckoned toward him the slave ; togethw they 
assisted in the offices of fud, so well known to Jami, 
whereby the stranger by degrees recovered hia sense 
and powers; he was mmiifestly of advanced years, 
rendered more feeble by the accident, and Jam! per- 
sisted in sustaining him to his abode. Hitherto, pros- 
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trate or reclinin^r, he had not Been the features of 
Jam!, but no sooner did he fix his eyes upon him, 
to acknowledge his proffered kindness, when he ex- 
claimed — " Merciful powers ! Hakim Habesci ! it 
cannot be — the grave gives not up her dead ! Alas ! 
some delusion of the sorcerer follows me l" then, as 
if he had said too much, he sought to shake him off, 
and retire alone ; but JamPs heart was too highly 
interested by what he had heard thus to part, and 
earnestly imploring his favourable opinion, and still 
assuring him of his innocence and truth, the old 
man pointed to a distant speck in the towering 
mountain as his abode, and they slowly paced along 
these regal ruins, whose poHslied slabs reflected their 
forms; they skirted around a mound of rubbidi 
rising as a hillock, occupying the central space 
amid the lofty pillars of the terrace, and, as they 
looked upon it, the aged man profoundly sighed*** 
"Alas! young man! grieve not at your cares, look 
there and weep — these ruins once were Darab^S 
palace; here in these halls the mighty Iskanda 
feasted, and incited by wine and madness set them 
in flames. As amid these structures you peruse the 
cert^ overthrow of man's proud race, and view 
the marks of kings and conquerors, who deemed 
the world too small for their ambition, draw the 
patience needful to sustain your little part with for- 
titude. Look at that brightly polished column I it 
perchance reflected the features of Feridoun, the 
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greatest of the Persian race; now, as the sweet 
moralist sings — 

■ The spider ■«(»» her wtb in the palace of Khusroo, 
And [he owl aianilii ceniinel in the watch-taver af AfnuUb.' 

Support Diy infeebled steps a few paces further, 
where I tranquilly may await the hour which shall 
mingle my dust with theirs." 

They slowly pacing onward, amid fragments, and 
magnificently moulded windows, from one of which 
a startled jackal threw a sharpened glance, as if 
marvellingwhy man should disturb his lonely abode; 
the old man reached the base of the mountain, and 
ascending up a short space only, he fronted a plain 
and simple tomb, hewn in the solid rock ; its atone 
portalstood wide open, and within, on a recess, where 
a marble sarcophagus had rested, now was strewed 
a simple bed of rude materials. Exhausted by the 
recent accident, and by his efforts to reach his sad 
asylum, the miserable Guebre experienced a cod- 
vulsion which JamT dreaded would have proved his 
last effort ; reviving faintly, he seemed under the 
operation of some powerful feeling, and Jami, by 
aid of a lighted cresset lamp, set in a stone recess, 
saw with acute agony the glazed appearance of his 
eyes and sharpened features ; the colour of death 
was on him, and his mind laboured under the feel- 
ing of approaching dissolution. " O Sun !" he apos- 
trophized, as if expostulating in the upbraiding tones 
ofhi3sufferiDgspiril,"thou hast,0 Sun! coacealed. 
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by thy illuminating body, tlie way to the true being 
who rules in thee — take off that veil for the guid- 
ance of me, thy true devotee," The agony of his 
frame bore evidence that he suffered all the tortures' 
of suspense upon truths essential to his repose, but 
soon again — " Oh ! thou, who nourishest the world,- 
movestsingIy,and who dost regulate the wholeniun-' 
dane system — Sun! son of Cushyup, disperse 
thy rays for my passage, so that I may behold thy 
most prosperous aspect. 

" Why sliould I {again retracting himself), why 
should I entreat the sun, as I am what he is ? 
that is, the being who rules in the sua rules also 
Id me. 

" Let my breath,'" resumes he, " be absorbed 
after death into the wide atmosphere ; and let this 
my body he burnt to ashes. O my intellect 1 tliink 
now on what may be beneficial to me. fire ! 
remember what religious rites I have hitherto per- 
formed. 

" O illuminating fire !" continues he, " carry 
my soul by the right path, to the enjoyment of the 
consequence of our deeds, and put an end to my 
sins, that being now imable to offer thy last rites, I 
inav g^ve my last salutation !" Here the sobs be- 
spoke the deep emotions of the aged Guebre: 
long Jami, with the greatest torture of mind, list- 
ened to those satl and mournful accents, so descrip- 
tive of a soul, sensible that it is passing away from 
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its fleshly taberDacle, and awakened ta anidety, 
where, or in what state, it may next find itself. 
Jami, fearful of his weakness, was rductant to 
leave him, and still pressed his sarvioea; but the 
sufj^rer bade him mind die spot, and repair to Urn 
on the ensuing morning, as he repeated the moTe^ 
mentfor his departure, adding: 

'^ If, as I believe, thou art the son of Habesoi, 
I have need of some houi^ repose to tell thee of 
thy race, too well kno¥m to me; but tosmorrow we 
will confer.'' 

His desire^ at this instant, to be lefit alone, 
appeared to become almost uncontrollable; the 
veil of deep appalling mystery, hitherto shrouding 
his destiny, was about to be lifted up, and Jiuni 
justly dreaded to leave him in a paroxysm of sudi 
extreme horror, which he feared might prove his 
last agonies. 

Doomed ever to be the sport of trials, Jam! re^ 
ceived, with anguish, at thepoint of midnight, a has^. 
summons from Walid to join the caravan forthwkh; 
but, on the eve of such important communication^ 
he resolved to risk every danger^ that he niigh^ 
again meet his venerable friend; and at a v^ry. 
early hour, ere the sun had risen on the ruins of 
tlie plain, he was at the mouth of the sepulchre, 
wherein he found the old man, whose, coimtenanoe 
betokened great anxiety. Marked with the lines 
of age. and suffering, his silver besprd swept his 



KARMATH. 215 

breast ; on his head he wore the tiara of tlie Guebre 
worshipper ; his splendid ear-drops aiid girdle be- 
spoke him a priest of no mean distinction, and his 
ornaments were now arranged in studied care, form- 
ing a striking contrast with his sunk eyes, and fallen 
and pallid countenance. 

" Welcome ! welcome ! noble youth, my spirit I 
feared would exhale to the essence of its wcv^p, 
ere I could satisfy its eager yearnings— who art 
thou ? whence is thy parentage !" 

" Alas !" rephed JamI, " I know not ; reared 
and fostered by ooe who lately has unveiled his 
real atrocity, myself and another ill-fated youth, 
whom I fear he has destroyed, have been the 
objects of his kindness" 

" Meanest thou the wretch Hassun?" he ex- 
claimed. 

Jami, with a start of surprize, owned it was the 
name of their oppressor. 

" Then my thoughts the moment I beheld you 
are confirmed. Image of Habesci Malek, thou art 
bis son — behold your father's dearest friend ; I feel 
the band of death is on me, and what imports it now 
my pouring into your ear the horrors and trials in- 
Sicted on my heart by him who has been your foe. 
Knowing all his crimes, hb wide extended villanies 
against your family, no soooer had he been foiled 
in his grand design, than he made so powerful an 
endeavour to sei^ie my person, that with difficulty 
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I could escape, notwithstanding my sacred character 
as priest of Oromasdes. In fljring hither, I sought, 
amid these temples and tombs, a temporary r&s 
f uge ; but now shall make it an everlasting one ! 
Where indeed so well as in this temple^ — ^point- 
ing to the sculptured Mithratic devices adorning the 
cave. 

Jam! embraced his knees, and hung in mute 
attention on his words, as with solemnity, and by 
many pauses, he proceeded: 

" My faltering breath, son of Habesci, scandly 
suffices to unfold thy fate; but darkness, which 
hangs on these closing orbs^ clouds not the visual 
ray. The sorcerer^s decree was pronounced amid 
these caves, that in thy course they saw a portait 
of danger to their race; they doomed thee there- 
fore to death by Hassun — ^Adalia to the Grod of 
Fire! But fierce Hassun rashly seized on thy 
father's life, and made himself obnoxious to the 
wrath of heavenly powers — Whence Heman'*s fatal 
visitation; things mysterious I would unfold, but 
a destiny too, too favourable to that dread en- 
clianter^s purpose, has brought thee hither some 
short hours too late.*" 

Here a violent trembling seized his frame, his 
respiration became suspended, and Jami, in mute 
despair, gazed on the dying man. After a pau8& 
he again revived for a few instants, and scarcely 
intelligibly uttered: 
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" Thou shouMst Icdow his crimes — thymotherhe 
destroyed. Habesci fled to Damascus — there he 
perished — but his four sons survived ihe objects of 
hate and terror to the dread Hassun. Charmed 
from his supernatural power, therefore his subtle 
treachery tracks your course, and death points to 
those dismal bounds where end the bitter woes of 
all thy lineage; yet fear not, force cannot violate 
thy will, and seeking virtue, thou wilt reap abright 
reward. Son of Habesci, fain would I state thy 
fate, but no direction is given, only thou must pro- 
ceed in paths unknown, and to the region of the 
Orient sun" 

As these accents rather were breathed, than the 
effect of speech, JamT, who saw him sinking, 
exclaimed : 

"Friend of my father, of a parent revered, 
although unknown, unclose those eyes — veil not 
glances (ff affection long long unfelt by this poor 
beating heart, so quickly lost, lest my dejected 
weary frame should sink to earth." 

" It may not l)e," he murmured, " wish me not 
other end than what great Oromasdes has decreed — 
in the sun's glorious sight, and in his temple thus 
to die !" 

As he spoke, and pointed with his finger, the 
bright orh broke forth above the ruins, and poured 
his radiant beams upon them. JamI gazed around, 
it was indeed a glorious animating feel ; he then 



turned, but his friend's eyes were closed for ever, 
the spark of life was exhaled. He was still griev- 
ing, when his stave and the messenger reminded 
him of the intinite danger and risk of his ever orer- 
taking the travellers, while the bands of robbos 
multiplied around. Arousing himself to the neces- 
sity of immediate action, aware of the deceased 
Guebre's tenets, he refrained from reserving eren 
the staff of liis hands, but depositing the body in 
the stone recess, he left it to the operation of the 
elements ; and sighing, and waving a farewell as 
long as his eye could distinguish the magnilicent 
ruing, or the plain of Margaub, he then hastened 
to the spot of their late encampment ; to his inex- 
pressible distress he found it deserted, and the 
Caravan already two days in advance. 

Jam! was bitterly reproaching himself for the 
separation, when a slave, left by a kind-hearted 
merchant for his safety, drew near to him; leading 
a camel, and he learned that the Armenian, alarmed 
by some Arab scouts, had resolved at midnight to 
set forward on their route, and, instead of advanc- 
ing more into Persia, that he had influenced the 
majority of the travellers to turn rapidly, and hasten 
towards Khorassan. 

The iickle turns of chance had not yet ceased 
from harassing the path of JamI with incessant 
alarms; the slaves had begun their route, and were 
already advanced on the journey, when, as tfiei 
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entered upon a long valley, skirting a ridge of 
rough defiles, a, hasty order to stop, and the long 
couched lance, ready to pierce them if an attempt 
was made for flight, revealed to Jami that he had 
fallen upon a band of Turcomans. Descending 
from the roots of the far distant Himmaleh, they 
had haatened with eager speed to take part in the 
disturbances and rumours of wars among the-Per- 
san provinces, most rapidly they had spread over 
the country to the very gates of Ispahan, and, 
having loaded themselves with plunder, they were 
now preparing a hasty return to their own tribes. 
Thus become their captive, Jami, again the sport 
of fortune, wisely resolved upon endeavouring to 
cultivate the good will of those among whom he 
had fallen, and however they were inclined to dis- 
trust, at length the gentleness of his manners, and 
a decided lur of manly courage and skill in horse- 
manship, won on their regards. Hastening as they 
were by rapid journies, they suspended setting him 
free from restraint, and employing him in their 
band, until they might reach their own precincts, 
and become secure of his adherence to their cause. 
Impatient to reach their native spots, and travelling 
day and night, they at length considered themselves 
free from every danger, and in the wild moun- 
tains of Afghanistan they resolved on taking a 
temporary repose. 

In the midst of the darkness and the stillness 
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of night, when, worn down bj their hitherto tin« 
interrupted speed, they were buried in deep sleep, 
a sudden alarm threw them into oonfuaon and dis- 
may. Blows and wounds were given in the dark, 
amid which, dismounted, bruised, and trampled 
on. Jam! lay senseless, and, in the universal con- 
fusion, the Turcomans, tor a moment discomfited, 
hastily retired, leaving Jam! wounded near some 
of their fallen comrades. Here death would have 
closed his tr3ring career, but for the intervention of 
a set of merchants hastening onward (from' the de- 
tails of the robbers infesting the roads), to reach 
before the heat of the day the frontier pass leading 
to Ghizni ; seeing the bruised Jaixu still surviving, 
they bestowed a few simple recipes, and as he re- 
covered enough to beg their compassion^ the g^ie- 
rous feelings of a humble camel driver, of a kindly 
disposition, and animated with the desire of doiog 
good, resolved on assisting and preserving him. 

While Jaml, destitute and feeUe, felt a glow of 
thankfulness that a sympathizing heart thus shared 
with him its lowly mess, and afforded an im- 
pressive lesson to the more affluent of the party, 
his heart simk as he heard the sound of Kashmeer, 
the garden of delights, the terrestrial paradise, 
named as the proposed end of their journey. 



CHAPTER XI. 



" You have opened brighter proipecU to 
And sweelci lo my heart." 



Jam!, reduced by continued suSFerings, and the 
heated sands, which he hati mostly traversed on 
foot, felt more and more the kindliness of the camel 
driver, wlio thus took pity on his worn and wretched 
state. Human nature, overborne by such trials, 
and UDSustained by the kind ofGces of humanity, 
must here have sunk, and life, as a neglected lamp, 
soon have quenched its \-ital spark, but Jami nerved 
his firm-strung soul to the trial, resolute not to 
yield this triumph to his great foe Hassun ; death 
hovered ova- him, and he wanted not, even in 
the sandy desert, or its wild solitudes, sights of 
mortality to evidence he would only share too often 
SL wanderer's fate. Often through the heated hours 
of day the sky became a burning blaze of light, 
unmitigated by one temporary gale, and the dreary 
monotony of the sands was rendered more dreadful 



by the scattered bones of man and beast lying 
bleached in the fervid sun ; humiliating desolation 
^the wrecks of that noble being man, crumbled 
from the face of the earth, and fast returning to 
powder, to mix with the elements, with the dust of 
the wilderness. Twice in the course of the day had 
this sight struck a sadness on his already dejected 
tone of thought as he gazed cm the scene ; and, while 
the whitened bones spoke of the sad calamity, a 
lagging bird of prey, which hung heavy on its 
■wing, as if sated from the dead, betokened that the 
calamity was of recent occurrence. Too well 
Jami felt his slender stock of strength rapidly 
wasting away ; his noble uncomplaining spirit, 
excited strongly the commiseration of his humble 
companion, who, witnessing his fatigues, resolved 
to lessen them by placing him on his beast. He 
then sought to revive his courage by the assurance 
they now should, in another day, reach the beaub- 
ful valley of Kashmeer, the paradise of the East. 
Indeed, as he spoke, he gaily pointed to the distant 
horizon, wherein his keen and practised eyes dis- 
cerned what seemed to JamI specks and motes of 
sand, but to Ahmed groves of verdure and palmy 
tufts, shading copious springs of water, reviving 
the languid throbbing pulse even in antieipatJon. 
Thus they journeyed, while the sun went down 
behind the distant boundary of the desert, which 
^read its convex surface to the sky, as the dilated 



orb sirept its sands with its beaming rajs; and 
after the curtain of darkness was drawn over the 
earth, as they still joumoyed onward, the firmament 
shone out with innumerable stars, guiding these 
sojourners of the desert through its apparently in- 
terminable wastes. Ahmed, as if self-satisfied with 
his renujiciation in favour of thefiunting Jami, and 
desirous of consummating his effort, entertmned 
him with details of the lovely valley he so confi- 
dently spoke of their approaching. Himself a 
camel driver, he had for fifteen years past followed 
the caravans from Ka^meer's vale to the neigh- 
bouring cities, yi whose tracks and routes were 
familiar to him. Ghizni, the wide spreading Indus, 
with its tributary streams, Candahar, Cabul, the 
mighty kingdoms of Kharismand Kashgar, he had 
in turns visited. Twice he had crossed the moun- 
tainous barrier leading to the rich provinces of 
Hindustan, and viewed the wonders of imperial 
Delhi ; but chiefly his fancy revelled in the beauties 
of the paradise of Kashmeer, doubly blooming 
when revisited from the sterile and sandy wastes of 
Peshwawhur. The enthusiasm of the Eash- 
meerian seemed however softened, as he dropped 
hints of the severe and cruel rule under which 
they groaned. Rockn^-din appeared a tyrant 
and monster ; yet, amid the dark traits of blood, 
the cautious narrator glowingly prcused his valour 
and courage, exercised upon the plundering bands 



who so often had desolated the valley from tho 
surrounding fastnesses and rocky eminences which 
encircle it as a magnificent barrier. 

These tales brought on the hours of dawn ; as 
yet no object was discernible through the obscurity 
of the night, but Ahmed, mounted on a slenderiy 
burdened dromedary, exultingly pointed out to ihe 
silent and careworn Jam! the increasing »peed and 
renewed efforts of the poor tired animals, who 
testified unequivocally their joy at approaching the 
refreshing groves and shades. Soon the darkening 
line of objects showed that they were entering upon 
the footsteps of animated nature and vegetable life. 
All was tumult and intoxicated joy; noise and 
clamour reigned throughout the whole party, who 
resigned themselves to the entrancing feelings in- 
spired by their garden of sweels, and their own 
families awaiting ihem. Plunging amid the 
thickets, without order or arrangement, they trotted 
forward at a rapid pace, Jami, well nigh spent 
witli thirst and fatigue, yielded to the entreaties of 
his benefactor to use the now no longer needed 
fragments of his scrip and water-skins, placed care- 
fully bj' the camel's shoulder to sip during the 
night. How gratefully flowed the tepid stream, as 
he indulged his impatient lips, and slaked his thirst. 
Thrown off his guard by the action itself, the camel 
proceeding at will, and without regulation, at a rapid 
pace, he was engaged in this most gratd'ul meal| 
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when an unexpected and stunning blow from a 
large limb of the chinaur tree, which his beasts 
was passing too near, precipitated him in a moment 
on the earth. Aware of his danger, he uttered a. 
scream as he fell, but the sound was completely 
drowned in the mixed noises and clamour of men 
and beasts, and in a few minutes he had the mor- 
tification of finding himself left alone in the solitude. 
He called after his companions in vain, his shouts 
were unheard, and he felt, as lie recalled his 
scattered senses, grateful that others of the caravan 
had not, in the darkness, trampled upon his already 
bruised and injured limbs. Unable to proceed 
far, yet judging himself dropped into jungle grass, 
he felt resolved to endeavour at his extrication from 
the usual resort of venemous reptiles and beasts of 
prey. As he struggled to free himself, a beam 
from the fiery Al Kaher, the planet of war, shot 
through the interlaced boughs, assisting his be- 
wildered steps to clear the tangled thicket, but it 
was an exchange only of difficulties. Every object 
was hidden or distorted by the gloom, and all 
around him lay a country and neighbourhood un- 
known, and his frame was sadly bruised and wounded 
by his dangerous fall. Revolving these subjects 
of anxious lliought, he slowly groped onward, 
and in some time, by perieverance, found his steps 
easier. This informing him he now was on some 
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beaten track, soon a dense impervious gloom, and 
the echo of his steps, satisfied Jam! that he vas 
entering a spacious cavern. Fearful of finding its 
deep recesses the lair of some savage monster, he 
sought its rocky side, and traced thereon a deep 
and curved indentation, elevated about six feel, 
and fio protected by a bristling ridge, that he 
thankfully seized on it as a refuge, and immediately 
formed a couch of his loose apparel to recruit his 
toil and careworn frame. Sleep, deep and heavy, 
seized him for her own, but not yet was he destined 
to enjoy her welcome embrace. He thought, in his 
broken slumbers, that he was hunting in the dread 
vicinity of the gloomy piles of the imperial Babyiun, 
that he essayed in vain to follow the prey, while 
the shrill horn chided his delay. He awoke with a 
start, for the sound echoed in his ears — ^it was no 
vision of the night. To his surprize, the immense 
cavern (for such a glimmering of torches revealed 
it to be to his hasty glance) was animated with 
several human beings, who appeared in earnest 
debate, which the sound of the horn suspended, 
until a distant answer appeared to fill them with 
joy. Jam! soon gathered from the stifled converse, 
and imperfect hints, that his safety rested only 
upon his retreat being undiscovered, and had 
reason thankfully to ascribe his preservation to the 
happy position of his rocky refuge. He lay in 



breathless silence, noticing by stealth, as he could 
direct his glances, the wild and extraordinary beings 
around. 

One evidently was of superior station and rank, 
and his habits of command were evidenced in the 
decided tone and lofty action, he also seemed the 
leader and soul of the enterprise, whatever it might 
be, which formed the subject of their deliberations ; 
deathful it seemed, and their voices, as if involun- 
tarily sinking at the anticipated horrors, fell into 
hollow whispers. Something his sharpened ear 
caught of Ashreff, but all was imperfect and vague, 
and even in a moment, ere he could ascertain any 
signal, the midnight conspirators had vanished. 
No sound or voice was heard, the gray dawn glim- 
mered in the mouth of the cavern, but poor Jami, 
spent by his feverish vigil, sunk into a deep repose. 
How long he slumbered, under the powerful need 
which his naturefelt of recruit, he knew not; again 
the slumbers of his eyes were chased away by the 
sounds of a horn, but they accompanied other ob- 
jects than the thoughts and deeds of darkness, the 
whole cavern reverberated the shouts and clamours 
of hunters, and the trampling of steeds. The sun 
darted his fervid beams deep into the savage chasm, 
and in an instant a tiger, with eyes of tlamc, and 
&ngs dripping with gore, rushed into the interior 
of the cavity; it was the effort of amoment only for 
Jaml to leap on the ground, and draw, in self-de- 



fence, a short dagger from the folds of his belt. 
He was instantly surrounded by the astonished 
huntsmon, who, heated in the chase, and vehement 
in their passions, treated liim as a culprit and an 
outlaw ; in vain would Jaml have explained the 
mischance which thus presented him tothrarnoUce, 
fruitlessly would he have appealed to their generous 
sympathies for an unprotected stranger. Violence 
and uproar confounded, all ; the cries of dogs and 
men retreating from the interior of the cavern, to 
escape the furious rage of the baited monster, were 
added to the impetuous wrangling and deafening 
outcries of the assault, while the exterior glade was 
filled by horsemen, careering about in vain inquir)' 
after the cause of the unknown tumult. The ex- 
ternal agitations subsided before the aspect and 
authority of the chief, but Jaml, chafed as the 
angry pard, and flashing fire from his dark eyes, 
his reiterated exclamations of innocence disregarded, 
seized a boar-spear from the foremost of his assajl- 
ants, and prepared to defend his person to the last 
extremity ; in an instant every hand was uplifted 
to destroy him. Surrounded on every part, in spile 
of his amazing exertions, he must in a few moments 
have sunk ; the arm was raised, and the gleaming 
sabre descending on his defenceless head, when the 
baited monster, rushing from the interior cavity, 
beset by the dogs, whose noise had been drowned 
by the human struggle, tore the thigh of the unsus- 
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pecting huntsman intern on destroying Jauii, and 
bore him to the earth, making a furious attack 
through the crowd of assailants. The wildness and 
strength of the animal excited such surprize, that 
Jami might have witlidrawn amid the confu^on of 
the scene; but well accustomed to (he chase, he 
saw, by the direction and fury of the tiger, that a 
few instants would bring him in contact with the 
noble steed of the chieftain, unsuspicious of this 
sudden rush. His fears were instantly verified, 
and the horse and rider lay overthrown on the 
sward, the tiger fiercely turning on the entangled 
horseman. Another moment would have sealed his 
fate under the remorseless jaws of the furious beast 
(despite of an universal shriek from the company, 
the eye-witnesses of his danger), when a spear, 
whizzing through the air from the hand of JamT, 
pierced his flank, and cumbered his rapid course, 
and in another instant, swift as lightning, his 
da^er's point was buried in the monster's throat, 
which, giving a sliarp groan, lay dead within a few 
paces of the yet struggling huntsman, the leader 
of the band. This deed achieved, and in cool re- 
flection sensible of the madness of resisting such a 
multitude, Jami proff'ered hia surrender, and the 
guards around, astonished at his noble daring, led 
him to their chief, who, freed from his steed, and 
surrounded by his retinue, displayed the deportment 
and character of high rank. Displeased at viewing 
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him who had been so recently his deliverer wearing 
the c»nstraint of a prisoaer, he coinmaiided hi» 
release, and interrogated Jami of his name and 
rank. " A traveller from Bagdad," was liis reply. 
The guards then described, with some heightened 
colouring, the appearances under which he had 
been discovered in the cave ; hut the noble stranger 
taking oft" a signet of value, placed it as a token of 
gratitude on Jami's hand — " Stranger of good 
promise, wanderer from the land of sweets and 
flowers, welcome to Kashnieer ; your reception has 
somewhat of roughness unusual in these bowers of 
softness, and partaking of thy towering mountains, 
but we will seek to efface the fault ; thy willing hand 
and sparkling eye speak of a propitious star, such 
as guided thee to this land of delights, where thou 
shah find a friend ; until the morrow's dawn let 
these make thee welcome, and now let us reg^n 
our home." Waving his hand, JamI obeyed the 
signal, and instantly he saw those eager to supply 
his wants, who so recently had sought to destroy 
him, but now the sun of favour shone on him, and 
the persecuted Jami, the persecuted wanderer, 
found every want amply supplied. A gallant steed, 
witJi superb bit and housings, led by two slaves, 
was brought to him; a perfect master of horseman- 
ship, he vaultedinto the saddle, when he was joined 
by an elderly personage, of majestic appearance, 
who, pohtely accosting him, acquainted JamI that 
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he was delighted to become his conductor and his 
friend. As they collected their numbers, and sJowly 
rode onward toward Kashmeer, Janii inquired to 
whose rule they appertdned, and the chieftain's 
name whose life he had so happily preserved, and 
uttered an involuntary cry of surprize, as he learnt 
it was AshrefF, the chief minister and favourite of 
Kockn-etl-din, the kuig of Kashmeer. 

Tlie party to whom destiny had thu3 united the 
fate of Jam! were the hunting train of AshrefF, the 
favourite of the sovereign, and their equipments 
had, as usual, been arranged for many days; fol- 
lowing the chase and their game through the mag- 
nificent scenery of this happy country, already 
nearly satiated with the enjoyments of their sylvan 
sports, they were about retracing their steps, which 
the events of the day contributed to confirm. The 
morning light saw them in movement toward the 
capital, and the scenery that spread on every side 
fully deserved the talesof its richness and grandeur ; 
it combined all that hill and dale, or wood and 
water could unite in the varioxis excellencies of 
nature ; the finest fruits loaded the trees in blossom 
and full bearing ; mulberries, peach, and apricot in- 
termixed their gay tints; the pomegranate and 
lusciousfig hung in pendant clusters ; the vine clung 
heavy on her slender props, of every hue, the purple 
and white clusters swelling in juicy bunches. A 
plenteous harvest of all the grains of the earth 
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waved their luxuriant produce over the plains, as 
they moved along in eastern magnificence, which 
proclaimed the state and grandeur of Ashreff. 
The Une was preceded by several elephants, beanng 
all theluxurios of the Kashmeerian court ; nunrnxnis 
horse and foot surrounded the vizier and his friendS) 
in tlie rear of whom rode Jam! and his companioii. 
A guard of some strength, and fully equipped in 
every weapon of defence, marked, in lengthened 
files at some distance from the hunters, the nearect 
station that the passer-by, or peasant of the district, 
might approach the cavalcade, and the strictnefS 
with which the guards repressed every incautious 
intruder, would have surprized Jami, but for the 
awful hints of the cavern in the past night; he 
could not cease reflecting upon the chance thus 
bringing so near two different parties evidently at 
bloody enmity, while himself, unacquainted with 
the being thus strangely brought in contact with 
his fate, resolved to treasure the short notices in his 
heart, and carefully walch the course of things. 
He felt some surprize at not again being summoned 
to the presence of Ashreff, but the slaves, who 
sedulously assisted liim in every officCj made a plea 
of pressing business in despatch from the capital as 
an excuse. The constant speed of their journey 
thither, instead of pausing to hunt by the way, be- 
tokened increased desire to beat Eashmeer, in which 
Jami participated, without precisely defining why. 
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Through the unknown, the hidden sympathies with- 
in ourselves, our spirits often carry on mysterious 
intercourse with nature in her invisihle operations, 
and Janil felt a singular and solemn thrill while the 
name of Kashmeer met his ear, as if fate revealed 
that within that spot his chequered and uncertain 
destinies would be fulfilled. Himself seemed 
strangely elevated by one of those freaks which 
fortune, in her revolving course, is ever ex- 
hibiting ; he who lately welcomed the frank bene- 
volence of a camel driver, and was abandoned on 
the bare earth, now beheld himself caressed by the 
liiends of the mighty, wiuted on by slaves who 
bowed at the glance of his eye, and riding as his 
own a horse of fire and beauty, caparisoned with 
singular richness. Nor had his person undergone 
a less genial change ; short as had been the interval, 
the active Kashmeeri an had prepared for his master's 
awaking, a refreshing bath from the pellucid spring, 
impregnated with the rose waters of the happy 
valley ; the invigorating luxury had renewed his 
vigour, and he clothed himself with a feeling of 
deep emotion in the splendid habiliments laid by 
his bath; his drawers and vest were of superior 
fineness, and his turban and sash of the famed 
fabric of the valley, A dagger of brightest steel, 
set in a black comehan haft, struck him as of sin- 
gular beauty, in the extraordinary polish and lustre 
of the stone, as well as the blade ; it had a very 
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narrow delicate rim of unknown marks, whether 
the tracery of fancy, or characters. Jam! could 
not determine, but the weapon altogether had fai 
superior merit in his eyes to the embossed and 
richly chased scimetar which lay ready for his 
Eide. Thus accoutred and mounted, JamI formed 
an object of peculiar interest ; his tall muscular fonn 
was seen to great advantage in the Kashmeerian 
garments, which sat close to his well-piroportioned 
figure from their fineness, the full capacious sleeve 
gave dignity to his towering stature, and although 
the trials and sufferings he had undergone had 
robbed liis youthful years of their freshness, and 
chased the laughing glance of joy usual to his open 
ingenuous features, there rested a solemn collected- 
ness in his look, tempering the fire of a dark full 
eye, which invested Jauil with a potent ascendancy 
over every mind ho came in contact with; the 
tinge of melancholy clouded indeed his fine fea- 
tures, and gravity sat on his brow throughout 
the day, as he reflected on his own singular turn 
of fortune, and the deep conviction that himself, 
a stranger, unknown to all, yet bore witliin his 
breast a secret affecting perhaps the existence of 
AshrefF, the possessor of all this power. Never did 
the mutability of human events come more vividly 
on his thoughts, never did he experience less in- 
clination and desire to exult in the beams of pros- 
perity, which he viewed as the scorching aad tnu>- 
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sient sunshine, preceding the appaUing storm of 
the Ghauts, when the pealing thunder and dazzhng 
lightnings become thedread emissaries of Azreel, and 
nature, in her wildest convulsions, seems as if pro- 
claiming her final close. His companion, although 
more advanced in years, forbore questioning Jam!, 
from the seriousness which hia thoughts had thrown 
into his carriage ; and through scenes shining in 
every charm, and a country replete with all that the 
sense can imagine of beauty, the returning suite 
of the vizier of Eashmeer hastened their steps to 
the capital ; some cloud apparently hung over all 
the band, which Jami felt too congenial to his heart 
to try to dear away. When the sultry hour of 
noon drew on, directions were given to halt, and 
the sumpter elephants supplied every requisite for 
refreshment. A tent of ample dimensions was 
fixed, looped up at the sides for the free circulation 
of air ; the ground was covered with rich carpets, on 
which a dolcka with embroidered cushions was 
placed for the vizier; the refreshing sherbet and 
kailoons were soon placed, and ere Ashreff appeared 
from an inner private apartment, Jami had time to 
admire the extraordinary beauties of their halting- 
place. A torrent of water, bursting with impetuous 
force from the side of the mountain, formed a con- 
s'lderahle stream ; flowing down the declivities to 
mingle itself with the lake, its spray dashed into 
foam, rising in cool drops, vivifying the languid 
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air, and imparting an emerald green to the sur- 
rouDding sward. The chinaur, with its straight 
taper trunk, and silver coloured bark, spread its 
leaves of pale green, not unlike an expanded hand, 
and exuberant in beautiful foliage, offered its re- 
freshing shade; before them lay the celebrated 
lake of £ashmcer, the distant towers and palaces 
marking the site of the capital. 

As soon as they were arranged in their parties 
and Ashreft', furnished with his kailoon, tranquilly 
enjoyed its perfume, he bade one of his slaves in- 
troduce the young stranger who had rendered him 
such signal service. If the grace and openfimiDess 
of Jami, and the settled melancholy of hb air, 
forcibly struck the observant Ashreff, not less cal- 
culated were his characteristics to fix the regards 
of so observant a mind as Jami's. With a counte- 
nance and features whose outlines were strong and 
repulsive, was united a tone of decisive energy, the 
concomitant of strong passions ; the lines of suf- 
fering were full and prominent on the brow and 
temples, although the flower of youth was scarcely 
passed, and the eye sparkled still with a brightness 
that warned the beholder it could flame in angry 
and fatal fires. A nose, arched and aquiline, com- 
municated a sternness to the whole, which was ra- 
ther increased than softened by a mouth of un- 
bending seriousness, and a beard of raven black- 
ness reaching to the breast ; the whole expression 
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would have been highly forbidding, had not a. voice 
of silvery sweetness, and a certain air of benignity, 
as he spoke, awalcenod the feelings of affection and 
kindness in all his hearers. Such was the com- 
manding being who now called for, and welcomed 
tlie youthful Jaml with a gracious smile, an he 
beckoned him to occupy a vacant cushion by his 
^de. Interrogating him upon his reasons for 
hiding in the cavern, he complimented him on the 
intrepidity and address with which he had over- 
come the fury of the savage beast ; he then turned 
the subject upon the country and habits of Jami, on 
which he observed an unusual gloom overspread 
his countenance as he rcpbed, " that Hillah, 
of Irak, was his sojourn, but misfortunes of his 
early youth had acquainted him with many of the 
eastern capitals, of the grandeur of Bagdad, and 
the magnificence and character of the famed Harun 
al Raschid,"" AshrefF most eagerly inquired re- 
specting him, and dwelt greatly upon that stem 
seventy which in many fatal instances became a 
blemish on his fame. Several days were rendered 
pleasing in their progress by Jami's vivid delinea^ 
tions of the caliph, with which Ashreff seemed 
never to weary. Nothing struck the mind of 
Ashreff more powerfully than the contrast exhi- 
bited between the animated look and the fire of 
Jaml^s eye, and the profound melancholy which 
.usually marked his thoughts and habits. The btil- 
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liancy of liis conversation and delineations: evi- 
denced that it was not naturally his bias — how deep 
then must be the anguish that imprinted such a 
wound ! These feelings, added to the irreastibie 
attractions of Jami's mind, had produced a con- 
fidence almost imperceptible to himself, and which 
already had grown to considerable strength, unlij 
at length Jami confided the dreadful scenes of the 
Birs. He traced enough of the past to attach 
his hearer to his fortunes by links of potent sway. 
AshrefF awaited for news from Kashmeer, and 
ordered his retinue to pitch their tents for arane 
days around the springs. His intercourse with 
JamT became more and more intimate, and as thej' 
discoursed on Bagdad, Jami casually detailed the lael 
news which he had heard of the caliph''s revenge 
on the noble-minded Giafar — " It lay deeply," he 
said, " in his heart ; it was a fatal proof of the ca- 
liph^s severity." 

■ " Alas!" Ashreff replied, " you touch a tender 
string, reviving a deeply-rooted sorrow; but my 
soul has long yearned to share it with the sympathy 
of another, and now rejoices at the prospect. Ere we 
benefit from the signal warning and instance which 
the illustrious Giafar presents of the instabilitj 
of fortune, I will unfold to Jami the fate of a dear 
relation, the victim also of his inexorable rigour. 
The sun is yet high, and the favouring gales will 
waft us swiftly over the lake when buuness daiaw 
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us 5 the present sultry hour will commence my tale 
of this celebrated caliph in return for those thou 
bast communicated — it is the woes of 



" MALEK AND ZELICA. 

" Maiek was a youth of the highest promise, and 
his aoul was a spark of the purest Sre ^ swifter than 
the gazelle in her course, his tender hand guided 
with unerring aim the shafted arrow to his mark ; 
noble and fierce of purpose, the mind supplied what 
nature had not given to early youth, the sinews of 
strength; and the scimetar in his grasp was bathed 
in his enemy's blood, more by the potency of 
courage and excited animation, than from powers 
of force or muscle. Lively and imaginative, his 
sweet voice rivalled the melody of Feroze, and 
rendered his wild tales, of unhappy wanderers and 
ill-starred lovers, the theme of delight to all who 
heard him. Alas ! that his own should so resemble 
his song ! A form of perfect symmetry and light- 
ness, features of the most sparkling animation, such 
was the being I have to tell you of, such (lowering 
his voice to a deep and melancholy tone) was mj 
brother, the son of my niotlier, but I had long 
quitted the paternal roof, when those circumstances 
occurred which my tale will unfold. It boots not 
to speak of former accidents and changes, which led 
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to my quitting the rich gardens of Damascus, the 
flowery vales of her Ijeauteous river, the scene of 
beauty, and the itsylum of my fathers : suffice it, 
that destiny, which rules all, had guided me through 
scenes of her usual fickleness to the post of greatoeas 
I now have enjoyed for many years, and rumours of 
my advancement had reached the caliph's court, 
that prince assiduously promoting intercourse be- 
tween the most distant countries, This account a 
merchant from Damascus, a friend of my father's, 
bent on an adventure of trade, upon his return to 
our native city, bore to my family, and inflamed the 
fervid mind of Malek to seek a more brilliant des- 
tiny than the safe and happy one secured by pater- 
nal watchfulness. Shortsighted and delusive views ! 
how often, amid the court and all its splendour, has 
my soul sighed for the safe and unsusfiecting en- 
joyments of my relative's happy abode, who, blest 
with a store of competency, as a wealthy merchant 
of Damascus, unenvied and unnoticed, saw life flow 
on undisturbed but with the choice of Muezxim or 
Motaellim of his quarter, and the diurnal easy task 
of frequenting the naghbouring bizestein. Bui 
these are after reflections — the penally is paid ere the 
risk is known — the door of fate thrown wide, which 
never again closes until we have passed itsthreshold ! 
"Among the Arabs who frequented the pasturage 
of Syria, the vnhe of Amru had fostered the as- 
feelingsof Malek. Following the chasewith 
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inflamed ardour with some youths of the city, they 
fell in on the edge of the desert with a party of 
these Arabs ; both eyed eacli other with suspicion 
and injurious cootuniely. The Damascenes, supe- 
rior in numbers, and feeling their strength, would 
have proceeded to hostilities, but for the provident 
sagacity of Malek, exercised beyond his years. 
Charmed with the rare union of virtue and valour 
in so youthful a form, the fiery Arabs contracted a 
sacred friendship for the boy, and invited him to 
their tents ; where, delighted with their independent 
life, Malek was a frequent guest, and soon became as 
expert in hurling the javelin and warlike exercises 
as he was already in the arts of horsemanship. 
Thus flowed on his youth, when my name and for- 
tunes stnick his ear, and he resolved to devote him- 
self to arms, and, traversing Irak and Persia as a 
soldier of fortune, to repair hither to my protection. 
Fruitlessly did his venerable parent strive to divert 
his purpose, and bemoan the loss of so dear a son. 
By long indulgence he had admitted the seeds of 
arms and ambition to be sown, and the harvest was, 
by destiny, far, f^r from his protecting hand to 
kindly gather in. 

" You wonder, JamI, how I, a stem statesman, 
thus consume the precious hours of fate in a lover's 
tale ; but know, that the accents thai speak of my 
father's home — of the children of liis house — of the 
paradise of my youth, are sweeter than the rich 
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melody of the bulbuPs notes to my ears ! The roof 
that sheltered my youth has long been fallen and 
unknown — the kind parent who fostered toy infant 
steps has long been sheltered from the storms and 
perils of life by death. Often I wonder, since my 
ears have tingled with the deep woes of his 
chequered course, how he bore his trials with sudi 
fortitude. His children were his delight and his 
joy; those dear pledges of love (a destiny over- 
ruling his plans) were torn fix)m his embraces, 
after the catastrophe occurred, which swept me, his 
eldest bom, from his side ! How proudly he cnce 
lifted up his head among his brethren, exulting in 
his sons ! Now misfortunes followed in an imbioken 
chain, until fire and insatiate cruelty extinguished 
our very name and abode : Malek, his last solace, 
fatally led to enter the field of life ; while himsdf 
soon after perished in a sudden fire which enve- 
loped his residence, and attained a furious height 
before it was discovered ! When become vizier of 
Kashmeer, I despatched a friend of my power to 
bear my presents and gratitude to my parents; 
such was the sad and mournful tale which reached 
my ears. Wonder not that I select you, thus 
recently a stranger, for my confidence, start not, the 
sequel will show that we are not so apart as thou 
deemest, and the mysterious fate which governs 
our destiny has meshed you and myself in the same 
toils! 
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" Although the track before Malek was long 
and dangerous, lie revolved its chances, and pro- 
vided against its probable perils with a foresight of 
rare promise. He gained a knowledge of the tribes 
of the desert from his friends, of the race of Amru, 
he prepared his armsandstoresfor the journey, and 
awaited the safeguard of a caravan for Bagdad, 
■where he resolved to sojourn until matured for his 
next flight toward these bright regions of the East : 
thus the young eaglet of Caucasus quits his parents' 
nest, and flutters his wings to the sun, the rugged 
rocks of Demawend echo to his cries of joy as he 
bears away, exulting, the timid hare of the thicket ; 
but, in the mid career of his new-fledged ferocity, 
the keen barb of the marksman brings down the 
noble ruler of the air from his eyrie of the rock, 
and levels liim with the dust — so was it with 
Malek. But I anticipate events. The caravan left 
Damascus, and the youth, overcast with sorrow at 
the separation, almost wished his purpose over- 
ruled; but the (lay, as it proceeded on, brought 
other thoughts, and his joyous dream of hope re- 
vived. It is not my intention to dwell on all the 
incidents that follow, as I have done of those mixed 
up with the home of my youth. The caravan 
passed on in perfect security, and had traversed 
the desert within a day's journey of Bagdad. 
Already the prospect of the near termination of 
their fatigues dehghted their hearts, and relaxed 
m3 
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their accustomed vigJlaiicG ; not a sign of an enemj 
on the route had lulled them into perfect security; 
the evening coolness brought a zest for enjoymenl; 
spread irregularly on the desert, they were passing 
a dreary hunimuck of sand, when a sudden war 
cry, the shout of the warlike tribe Djerdham, spread 
consternation and ruin among the thoughtless tra- 
vellers. Disordered and panic struck, they fell 
like the stupid and unresisting bird of the deserl. 
and were instantly scattered over the dreary wastes 
around. Those who survived the spear of the 
■spoiler only protracted tli«r hours of suffering 
amid the desert to perish of heat and hunger. 
Malek, calhng upon a few companions near, and 
wheeling his horse, presented a fierce resistance; 
with his spear he successively demolished three of 
their boldest assailants, and his little party charging 
on the Djerdham troop, made a deep impres^on- 
Enraged to see their booty disputed by a mere 
handful of opponents, headed by a beardless boy, 
the Arabs closed around them, and speedily re- 
duced their numbers to the heroic Malek and two 
others. At this instant the brave and impetuous 
son of the sheik of the Djerdhamites rushed oa 
Malek to bear him to the earth. Drawing off his 
courser dexterously, Malek allowed him to pass, 
but then instantly wheeling round with the rapidity 
of lightning, he smote him on the neck so furiously 
with his scimetar, that his head bounded on the 
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sands. At this horrible sight the whole band pre- 
cipitated themselves on him, and bore him to the 
earth. What could one arm avail against multi- 
tudes ? and they were preparing to massacre him 
Tiv a thousand blows, when the frantic cries of the 
■wretched parent adjured them to preserve him for 
a slower and more torturing death, a deeper re- 
venge. Throwing himself beside the headless 
bleeding body, he embraced it with the most 
piercing shrieks and lamentations; then gnashing 
his teeth on the disarmed, yet dauntless Maiek, he 
solaced his agony by the anticipations of his suf- 
ferings. The remiuning survivors of the once nu- 
merous caravan were ail slain or dispersed ; their 
frighted straggling camels and plunder was col- 
lected together, and Korrah was still, in darkest 
gloom, contemplating the ghastly features of his 
son; when warned that it was time to part, he 
aroused himself to revenge — ' Strip the' wretch 
who has slain my ever-gallant boy, bind him to the 
jaTclin ; let his murderous arm be first severed that 
dealt the blow, and, losing limb by limb, let him 
slowly expire.' The savage command was obeyed ; 
his garments were forcibly rent from him, and his 
youthful form exposed to their barbarities. If the 
flexibility and delicacy of contour showed the first 
bloom of manhood, the scornful eye and flashing 
disdain of his brow spoke his contempt for cruelties 
meditated for an act of self-defence. Thus poor 
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Mslek stood, nerved by his excited ardour to en- 
dure the worst, and a savage Arab was unsheatUflg; 
the shining blade, as the eyes of the pareiit glared 
over the youth Hke those of a ravening hyaena, when 
another object presented itself, which for a moment 
arrested their purpose. From behind the high 
hummock of sand stalked a majestic form ; for an 
instant deeming him a furtive of the caravan, the 
Arabs prepared their bows — ' Forbear your idle 
arms, my errand is not done,' was the stranger's 
reply, as he swiftly approached the circle, and 
fastened his look, as with the potency of a badlisk, 
on the shrinking Korrah ; ' told I not to thy deaf 
and obdurate ears the horrors now thickly falling 
on thee ?' he exclaimed in a voice hollow as if it 
sounded from a sepulchre ; ' but shrink not yet, 
nor believe that the page of destiny diou hast dared 
to open can now be closed at thy bidding J Woes 
on woes impend, but the end is not yet ; only thus 
far, Korrah, hear and obey — Touch not, harm not 
that youth ; in the lineaments which rage and scorn 
combine there to develop, I read that, irrevocably, 
the same hour ends hbn and thee ! Nay, start not, 
but even also thy tribe — so says the stars, if he 
meets a violent death.' Here Korrali, with a 
horrid imprecation, swore no juggling fiends should 
palter with his deep revenge, and was fiercely 
lumiog to the stranger, when he perceived he was 
already gone, his dark garb of brown flowing to his 
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feet, his variously dyed sash and floating shawl of 
Kashmeer crimson, just disappearing behind tJie 
sand-hill. Korrah although awed for a while, was 
firm and inexorable to his bloody purpose; but 
the tribe themselves, involved in the fatal conse- 
quences of the imprecation, and moved and soft- 
ened by the beauty and coiiragc of young Malek, 
refused to perpetrate any violence against him, or 
allow of any. Not the fell IJger, in his most furious 
mood, raged more, when scared from his bloody re- 
past of the lofty deer, prostrate and torn beneath 
his fangs, than Korrah at this unexpected opposi- 
tion. At length, worn out by the violence of his 
emotions, and even part of his fury subsided in its 
swell, he somewhat yielded to his tribe's united 
voice ; but inflexible of heart, he swore, by all the 
gods of earth and skies, no shelter or sustenance 
should he aflbrded to the suffering youth, but that, 
bound and naked, he should be left in the trackless 
desert to perish. This doom did not involve the 
consequences predicted to them all, if his blood 
was fihed, and, He contended, was the only safe 
course for their tribe. The Djerdhamite warriors, 
already wounded in mind at opposing their sheik, 
no longer resisted the cruel decree, and, in despite 
of the loud and earnest prayers of Malek, at once 
to end his sufferings and put him to deaih, they 
prepared to leave him to his fate. How mournfully 
languished the eyes of the unhappy youth after 
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the retiring forms of the Arabs as they became mare 
and more dim in the distance, and whoi th^ wholly 
.disappeared, anguish, mare Utter than death, sazed 
on his sinking and desponding heart ; bitter tears 
gushed from his eyes as he gazed on his arms and 
legs, closely pinioned and girt to the immoveabk 
lance ; with emotions of envy he eyed the blood- 
stained sands, the act of his well strung arm, and 
longed for his own lifers blood to swell the stream, 
and mingle with his foes. These fierce alarms of 
soul by-and-bye abated by thdr violence; and 
eying the grand vault of heaven, and the wild wdi- 
tude around, his softened mind conmiended itself 
to Him who fills all space, and in whose »ght he 
placed himself. 

*' Some hours lingered by with tardy pace, the 
tempered night blew chill to Malek'^s frame, when 
his sharpened senses gave notice of some footsteps 
approaching, and his voice plaintively implored pty 
andcommiseration ; it was indeed the cri^ of his fate, 
since, however poised and highly gifted, his mind 
would not much longer have resisted the horrcMrs of 
his situation. The being whom fate thus threw in 
his way to rescue him from death, and fulfil his des- 
tiny, was a rich merchant of Bagdad ; he, return- 
ing from a speculation of great profit into Syria, 
had purchased the safe passage and guard of the 
powerful Banou Seide branch of Arabs, who now 
were escorting him to his home at Bagdad ; the 
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cautious Masoud, so was the merchant called, heard 
Malek's short and palhetic detml of the circum- 
stances of his misfortune, nor did he proceed to un- 
bind him until he had received the pledge of the 
youth to become his slave; naked, fettered, and 
perishing, so fallen were his proud hopes, that it 
was with an emotion of gratitude that Malek found 
there was a being interested in his preservation. 
The arrangement took up a short space, the Arabs 
evincing great impatience, A camel, which had borne 
provisions, was allotted hira, and the spare clothes ofa 
follower of Masoud's answered for the exigency; 
the habihments of the slain Arab lay on the sands, 
which, after preparing the dead corpse, they left 
hastily behind, as stained with blood, and inflaming 
thegrief of thefather. These themerehant collected, 
and added to his camel's burden. 

" They again began their route, and soonlostsight 
altogether of the fatal spot. Poor Malek, exhausted 
and worn down by the events of the night, welcomed 
a short halt which they allowed themselves by some 
springs, and recruited thereby ; the ensuing day was 
passed i n safety , the end of which brought them to the 
walls of Bagdad. It was night ere they reached this 
splendid city, which they found resounding with joy, 
and brilliant in every quarter with lights ; the rapid 
Tigris shone as they were reflected in its waters ; 
the bounty and magnificence of the caliph spread 
universal gaiety around ; the gardens of pleasure 
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were crowded by parties giving full scope to their 
exhilaration; music and dancing filled the streets; 
the crowds of this great metropolis poured forth as 
ants from their ant-hills, when in sultry summer 
they blacken the plain; the numerous shops and 
coffee-houses scarcely suificed to supply the crowds 
with sherbets, orange-water, and the delicioua 
liquors of the East ; the sparkling wines of Sbirauz 
flowed freely on all sides in this night ot univcrsil 

joy- 

*' Toiling through the suhurbs, Masoud passed the 
bridge of the Tigris, and entered the great square 
of the mosque of Amru, near which ran the 
lengthened street of the gold and silver stuffs, and 
merchants^ bizesteins of brocades and silks, where 
he resided ; beyond thiar quarter stood the palaces 
and spacious gardens of the great Harfln ai Aaschid, 
the Commander of the F^thful. Malek, as they en- 
tered the square, thought that he had never b^eld 
so splendid a scene, although his eyes were ac- 
customed to the riches of Damascus ; when Masoud, 
catcliing a neighbour's eye in the crowd, eagerly 
questioned into the cause of the public rejoicings. 
'What! knowest thou not that our caliph cele- 
brates to-night the naming of the prince AI Amin 
on his coin, as lawful successor ? We have had no- 
thing but pleasures since the mcxin which usliered in 
this happy eve; hasten to refresh yourself, andj<»n 
our party of merchants.' Halting at a house of 
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^mple and plain exterior, Malek was left in the 
midst of the household, consisting of a few slaves 
and an aged woman, to perform the duties of his 
new station, which required his arranging the rich 
stuffs and bales his master had brought home in a 
place of security ; this done, he was permitted, under 
the guidance of another slave, to witness the gaieties 
of the festival, but the shock was too great, the 
downfal of his hopes too overwhelming to permit 
of his resting at ease ; joy and pleasure augmented 
his grief, and, retiring to a remote comer of the 
court where he could scarcely hear the revelings of 
the populace, sorrow and silence brought him that 
repcffie so necessary. A few days made him quite a 
favourite in the house of his patron. Rightly judg- 
ing, that the strokes of adversity are best parried by 
the cheerful mind, and hfe is ever bringing round 
compensations to those who desp^r not of them- 
selves, Malek gradually regained his gaiety and 
his frolic spirits of youth, and accommodated himself 
to the duties he had pledged himself to fulfil ; they 
were, indeed, habits he had witnessed and aided his 
father in. Every morn he accompanied his master 
to the stand where the stuffs of the East, the bro- 
cades and silks, were displayed, and assisted him 
through the day in his concerns. The fortitude 
and cheerfulness with which he bore the change, 
won his master's regards, who, although selfish and 
avaricious, beheld his favourite passions benefited 
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by the auxiliary be bad acquired ; the comeliness 
and form of Malek made bim pleasing to tbe yisitors 
of bis master'^s stand, and mai?y a fair inmate of 
Bagdad preferred tbe stuffs wbicb his youthful slave 
exhibited. Wbilst bis natural accomplishments thus 
attracted tbe good will and notice of the whole 
bizestein, Malek himself drooped under a course 
of life so opposite to bis desires ; if, perchance, an 
officer of tbe caliph's army, or of bis guards, entaned 
tbe stand, bis eyes sparkled, his colour mounted to 
bis brow, and he never withdrew bis regards from 
the object of bis envy while he remained in the bi- 
zestein, when be would relapse into a deep melan- 
choly, regardless of all around. One day that he 
bad particularly felt tbe kind manners and voice of 
a page of tbe court, and his spirits (after furnishing 
him with bis wants) were sinking into gloom, Ma- 
soud, who felt tbe value of bis services, rallied bim 
on bis dejection — ^ Malek, I see,' be continued, 
* would still rather fight tbe Arab of tbe desert than 
supply tbe page of tbe palace; nevertheless, tbe one 
path, as be knows, may be strewed with blood and 
sufferings, while tbe latter sees life flow by equable 
and refreshed, as tbe fountain before us gives cool- 
ness to our frame ; but I will give bim the relish 
without tbe risk, the rose without tbe thorn ; every 
returning week that tbe youth exercise the djerit 
in the square of Amru, before tbe caliph's mosque, 
shall Malek, clothed as tbe gayest, resume tbe sports 



of his youth, and try his strength of arms,' With 
transport, and bounding with delight, he thanked liis 
kind master, and assured liim of liis zealous services; 
and panting for the exertions of his youth and heart, 
he hesought him that he might, that very evening, 
join the sports, in the habihments of the young 
Arab he had slain, which, carefully freed from every 
stain of blood, had been placed in the secret stores 
ofMasoud'shouse,whichhimse]f, cautious and wary, 
and well versed in the Arab tenacity of blood for 
blood, and their revengeful nature, had carefully 
refrained from exhibiting. Masoud attached an im- 
portance in keeping secret these spoils of death, 
whilst his avarice restrained him from destroying 
the fatal tokens ; delighted at thus recalling the 
sparkle to Malek's eye, and overborne by his ardour 
and grateful thanks, he unwittingly gave the grati- 
fied eager youth his permission, and the more wil- 
lingly, as the evening was somewhat advanced. 
Without a moment's pause, dreading a reversal of 
the gracious assent, the youth flew to his resort, 
doffed his daily garb, and pantingly clothed himself 
in the Arab's spoils, being much of an age and make ; 
they appeared to his eager desires more attractive 
than the caliph's robes- Desirous above all that, in his 
new metamorphose, no eye should recognise the at- 
tendant of the bizestein, he marked his features with 
a dye which gave the swarthy hue of the desert, and 
enlarging his eyebrows and whiskers, he found his 
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disguise so complete, that exultingly he ruslied forth 
to partake of the warlike and manly sports. Fata) 
exultation — mysterious Unkoftlieassociatedembleou 
of the dead — how did their consequencesavengethe 
fallen, and end in blood for blood." 

Some days had flown by as these incidents, from 
time to time, had flowed from the lips of Ashreffi 
he now closed, by observing — " We must for awhile 
suspend the fortunes of Malek, tlie vizier's dat; 
leaves no longer parley ; as soon as leisure permhs, 
we will resume the fates of my brother, wUch, 
strange to say, although his blood has long be^ 
dried from the earth, and the stains effaced which 
cruelty caused, seem still to continue a mysteritms 
connexion with the present scene, and to draw to- 
gether your destinies and mine." 

Waving his hand to his attendants to draw nigh, 
Aslirefi' gave instant orders for their proceeding to- 
ward the lake, where his barges had long awaited 
him ; and JamI, who liad been assigned, in the most 
gracious manner, to the offices of the aged Kash- 
meerian, retired tohis stately pavihon, which was now 
placed in the favoured circle of the viziers ; he was 
soon buried in thought, and devising plans whereby 
he might learn the tidings of those beings with whom 
Ms heart siglied ag^n to become associated. Un- 
able to define the attraction he felt towards Ashreff, 
or to form any certain appreciation of his present 
position, it was, perhaps, fortunate for Jam! that he 
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was recalled from dwelling upon the singular circum- 
stances connected with his own situation, and his 
internal wretchedness, when he reflected on the for- 
tunes of Lillah, to feel a deep commiseration for those 
of Malek i if the settled melancholy of his air gave 
a sombre character to his general deportment, it va- 
nished away before the pity and sympathy which the 
recital caUed forth, additionally attractive also as it 
became from the affecting sweetness of voice and 
thrilling hints it contained, Ashreff pronounced, 
indeed, these words of sorrow as a superior intelli- 
gence would describe the pains and cares of an order 
of beings removed below their sphere ; his heart, 
tutored in the changes, and strengthened in the 
storms of life, regarded them with imperturbable 
firmness, and hitherto had often averted the perils 
clinging to his elevation, by the undeviating coolness 
of his resolves- In the general outlines of Jami's 
manners, short as had been their intercourse, he saw 
much to accord with himself, and, in the gentle pity 
and kindliness of his mould, elicited by his brother's 
fortunes, his heart weaved insenably the ties which 
knit their bond ; but in pubUc it was still the vizier 
and his dependent, although a dependent favoured 
for the high service he had been enabled to perform ; 
in private, indeed, the vizier set no bounds to his 
confidence and esteem. Their route to the lake, in 
one of the most beauteous evenings of this delicious 
climate, filled Jami with delight ; from the base of 
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the range of mountains, a spacious plain, preserved 
in constant verdure by numerous rills stretched to 
the lake of Kashmeer, whose waters, filled to the 
brim, presented a landscape of unrivalled softness; 
the gardens perfumed with the attar roses, and eveiy 
fragranceof nature, ranged in sweet variety, displayed 
before their eyes ; a cool breeze tempered the air, 
and the clear azure was bright in light and radiance ; 
while, on the distant horizon, as if framing in the 
soft expanse of waters, reposed a wide outline of 
crimsoned and gilded clouds. The peasantry were 
busy in their labours around, with singing and joy; 
and in the distance, on the lake, arose the gilded 
domes and sparkling towers of Kashmeer. Even 
grandeur and state, deadened too oft to the voice of 
nature, exulted at the prospect of suph a scene, and 
the heart of Ashreff would gUwQy have made the 
spectators of its beauty full participators in its bene- 
fits, but his hands were straightened, and his wishes 
thwarted, by the austere and cruel nature . of his 
sovereign, Rockn-ed-din. Nevertheless, so great was 
his influence and control, that the capital groaned 
whenever the annual excursion to the mountains, 
as in the preseijt instance, left the light-hearted in- 
habitants exposed to the unmitigated severity of 
their sovereign. 

Approaching the lake, a gay * assemblage of 
boats received the band, one adorned with an 
awning for Ashreff and his suite, among whom 
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JarnT was numbered ; they scarcely were seated, ere 
a soake boat, swiftly rushing through the waters, 
reached the vizier's vessel, and delivered to him 
despatches which seemed to spread the beams of 
joy over Ins countenance. Gaily smiling on all 
arouud — " My friends," he said, " our sjx>rts are 
not quite ended, the news from Kashmeer shows 
that our sovereign has left his capital for the palace ' 
on the lake, where our presence is summoned in 
three days hence ; meantime, the kingdom at peace, 
the harvest abundant, we may here pass the days in 
the pleasures of the lake." Turning the barge 
toward the northern borders, they had scarcely 
passed numerous boats filled with parties of plea- 
sure, enjoying the coolness and freshness of the 
waters, before, at some distance from the shore, they 
were hailed by music, resounding from several boats 
filled with the family of the vizier, who felt relieved 
of the engagements and calls of state, which had 
summoned him hence. Their presence excited the 
sincerest joy, and, unburdened of state, AshrefF 
tasted the pure delight of real joy, and unfeigned 
affection. Jami admired no less the singidar love- 
liness of all lie saw, as they reached the palace of 
the vizier; it seemed to be a long and irregular 
building, rather a collection of pavilious than a 
stately palace, ranged along a rising mound, facing 
the lake, closed with deep verandahs, and furnished 
with shutters; its varnished trellices supported the 
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choicest flowers of Kashmeer, through whose inter- 
lacing screen, the views opened enchantiaglj to 
the waters of the lake. Trees of gums aod 
aromatics, placed in clumps, formed an iDtTicac;yof 
verdant walks and shades, amid whose branches 
sheltered the peacock, the lory, and gorgeous djed 
birds of the East, while kiosks of open lattice-work, 
of deeply enamelled green, were interspersed 
around, and scarcely distinguishable from the 
groves they adorned. In the centreof a broadand 
smcnth sward of emerald green, fronting the prin- 
cipal hall, was a spacious basin of clearest water, 
stocked with rare and golden fish ; from the centre 
played high in the mr a perpetual stream, diffusing 
coolness around, and as the mid-day sun shot bis 
radiance through the vista, forming a rainbow of 
crystalline dyes, overarching the fairy glade of 
green, which it completely spanned. Animals, the 
most beautiful of the deer and domestic tribes, were 
lei^ to roam unsuspectingly through these flowery 
bowers, where nature, no less prodigal of her favours 
than man, had lavished every attractive charm. 
Short days of bliss were here vouchsafed to the 
wounded heart of JamI, as, banishing retrospection 
from his thoughts, he sought to cultivate the plea- 
sures presented to him by all around. 

The remaining hours of the day Ashreff was 
wholly secluded amid his family, but on the ensuing 
morn, Jonii received notice to attend liim iu tbe 
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fountain kiosk, a summons which he eagerly wel- 
comed, hoping that it would lead to the further 
communications of Malek, whose fate deeply in- 
terested him. Refreshed by the bath, and revived 
by the short respite he had enjoyetl, JamI ap- 
jjroached with an elasticity of step and mien, which 
gave the most commanding appearance to his form ; 
he eagerly thanked the vizier for the proofs of his 
bounty, and tokens of his protection, assuring him 
be trusted to deserve his favour. Smiling, Ashreft' 
replied — " In privacy, Jami, drop these badges 
of life's vain distinctions, and be my equal and my 
associated friend ; my heart long has sighed to com- 
mingle its thoughts thus, to be regarded for itself 
alone. Appearances betoken that such boon is now 
vouchsafed — may the Fates take from thehour those 
presages which would infer that you are sent to em- 
balm my memory, to gild my final hour with pre- 
cious friendship, as the phoenix of the Eastcollects 
his heavenly unguents to grace his pyre. But a 
truce to auguries ; I sent for JamI to unfold to his 
feeling mind and ears the closing and eventful 
trials of my lamented Malek;" pointing to the 
vacant cushion in front of the refreshing fountain, 
in a voice suited to the lulling murmur of its 
splashing waters, Ashreff continued as follows : 

" Overjoyed and breathless, Malek hastened to 
the square, which was fully occupied by the com- 
batants ; Togrul, the Turcoman, a venerable com- 



mander of the caliph's guard, with several officers 
of rank, looking on with interest and delight, as 
renewing pleasing inipressions of their youth, and 
occasionally interfering as umpires when the firay 
grew warm. To this respectable group, Maiek, 
with pleasing liumility, addressed himself to be ad- 
mitted to the sports. Admiring his bold eye and 
animated gestures, his request was instantly granted, 
and he was required to select his side ; at that mo- 
ment a small band, hardly pressed by superior 
numbers, and badly organized, were on the point of 
dispersing in the south comer of the square, when 
pointing hastily to their group, and receiving a 
djerit from the hands of Togrul, he hastened with 
loud shouts of encouragement to join himself to the 
losing party. His plan was difOcult, and even dan- 
gerous, for mixing with the weakest he appeared to 
share their fears, hut when the opponents elated 
rushed forward too promiscuously, he encountered 
two of the most vigorous, and instantly disarmed 
them successively; calling then together the late 
discomfited party, who had a breathing pause by 
this bold act, he succeeded in dividing the scattered 
body of their assailants, and amid the encouraging 
exclamations of the spectators to the young Arab, 
as Malek appeared to be, he completely vanquished 
one half of their foes. The remainder of the 
struggle was more difficult ; their leader, athletic 
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away by an unknawn youth, attacked him with 
the utmost fury, aiming his weapon with blows 
deemed unfair, and unlawful for the game. Malek, 
perfectly collected and cool, and too generous to 
impute his conduct to design, from exercise in the 
desert a perfect master of the sport, was contented 
to parry his strokes, and permit him to waste his 
strength in unavailing efforts ; but unable longer to 
mistake his malicious intentions, he avoided a ve- 
hement assault with such dexterity, as forced the 
djerit out of his grasp, and laid him completely 
prostrate at his feet. With the kindest action then 
Malek rose him instantly, and comforted him on 
the chances that the game some other time would 
indemnify him by success for his failure, for the 
active leader of the party, whom Malek so oppor- 
tunely joined, had now also most successfully over- 
come the remainder of the band. He was surprized, 
, in return for his effort of kindness, by the look of 
deadly malignity with which his conquered foe met 
his greeting, and the vow he uttered loudly, ' that 
he should one day, false Arab as he was, repent his 
officious intrusion,' with which threat he mingled 
with the crowd, ere Malek could detain him to re- 
quire the meaning of his observation. Turning 
towards his associate and leader, he was alike 
surprized and delighted to observe that he was the 
officer of the palace, whose kindness at noon had 
led to his present enjoyment, and who had no sus- 
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picioo whateTer that he had ever seen Malek 
befoiey so perfect was his di^;uise, and so little 
amilitudj of mamias appeared between the bold , 
and accomplished youth of the square of Anuru, 
and the resigned and softened mannar €sf the at- 
tendant of the Uzestein. Once or twice the voice 
seemed to catch his ear, and call fcnth a gaze of le- 
cognidon, but Malek, whose heart yearned to 
secure the finn fiiendship of this interesting com- 
panion, tronbled lest the knowledge of his real 
condition might dissev^ than f<nr ever. During the 
rest of the sports they combated sdde by side, and 
already it was noticed that blow caught the o£Sc^^s 
eye quickest whidi was aimed at Malek, and 
Malek'*s hand instinctively turned away the djerit 
which flew toward Osman'^s breast ; it was a deep 
mortification to him not to repay Osman'*s con- 
fidence, who urged him for his name as they were 
proceeding towards Togrul, to receive the small re- . 
wards ^ven as stimulants to the highly distin- 
guished. The first prize was awarded to Malek; 
but he, observant of the moment when this appro- 
priation wholly engrossed the zeal of Osman to 
confer it on his new-found associate, so managed, 
that he could no where be found, having adroidy 
in the instant slipped behind the foremost circle, 
and so mingled in the crowd, as to leave the square 
undiscovered. But in rapidly gliding along the 
street leading to Masoud'^s dwelling, he felt a 
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gentle pull at his cloak, wrapt around him to 
strengthen his disguise, and turning hastily to know 
whence the interruption, he could just discern, to 
his infinite distress, a Djerdainite Arab of the 
desert, 

" ' Dear youth of my tribe,' he addressed Malek, 
' how has my delighted eyes dwelt on thy deeds 
this night, thy bold and artful wiles known only to 
the free and happy sons of the desert, bearing the 
palm from all these pent up prisoners of the walls 
and towers of man ! how my heart exulted as I 
saw thy choice of the weak, and thy overthrow of 
the proud ! But whence thy present stay in 
Bagdad ? has the friend of our tribe communicated 
any news from Bassora ?' 

"Malek, acquainted with Arab customs, saw at 
once the necessity of concealing his residence, or 
nothing could avert their vengeance for the death 
of the son of their sheik ; yet curious to ascertain 
what the hint meant respecting Bassora, he am- 
biguously replied, that ' he was on a secret and 
mq^ delicate service, which a few days would open 
to his tribe; meanwhile, prudence required their 
keeping quite apart, or our friends should ere diis 
have heard on the points thou namest,' 

" ' Then,' replied the Arab, ' I will fly to the 
khan of Gaza, there day and night our friends 
abide.' . In an instant he vanished, and Malek, 
fully tenable of the danger of a recognition, and 
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deploring his rashness in thus having distinguished 
himself in the Arab habiliments, made haste to re- 
gain the roof of Masoud. Within its friendly 
walls he recalled all the events of the evening, 
with mixed emotions, until sleep sealed his eyes in 
repose. 

^^ The following week beheld him assiduously 
anxious to please his master, whose indulgence had 
afforded such an opportunity, as he trusted, of ac- 
quiring the esteem and friendship of the young 
officer ; also of gidning perhaps a means of lettmg 
his father hear of his fate, who would doubtless 
restore him to liberty. As the impression wore 
off of his first dangers, his desires revived to enter 
again on the path he had chosen. 

^^ Pondering these thoughts at mid-day, and the 
bizestein being unusually crowded, he saw a group 
which strongly attracted his attention, for they 
deemed approaching towards his stand. A female 
was seated on a camel in very rich apparel; a 
beautiful child near her suspended a shade of alk 
embroidery to screen her from the sun; several 
black slaves walked beside the camel, which was 
led by one of their number, and another of superior 
appearance bore a golden rod and a purse. The 
bustling crowds opened instantly as they ap- 
proached^ and gave them ready access to the stand 
of Malek, who deeply blushed at the notice he ap- 
parently received from the party, no less than from 
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the concourse collected near the cavalcade, which 
came from the palace. Taking her seat, the female 
requested to see the richest brocades for the use of 
Zelica, the favourite of the princess Zemroudc, as 
well as of the cahph. With the most active at- 
tention Maiek displayed all the stores of his master ; 
some objection arose against each as he presented 
it, and the caprices of the harem beauty deeply 
tried his patience. Determined, however, to neg- 
lect nothing for the advantage of Mascud, he 
procured from the adjoining merchants, with whom 
he was a favourite, the rarest and richest specimens, 
but all failed of his wishes, and Malek, although 
accosted by a fair and interesting female, under 
such circumstances of necessary caution, felt the 
greatest difficulty in controlling his dissatisfaction. 
Far from taking warning by the mounting colour 
and sparkling eyes, to repress her railleries and ill- 
timed mirth. Malok's capricious visitant apparently 
took a malicious pleasure in pushing his forbearance 
to the uttermost; she, unknowingly, also drove 
him to despair by the length of her stay, as he 
foresaw that the necessary attention to replace the 
deranged state of his stand, as well as to return the 
borrowed stuffs, would consume all the time he had 
delighted to consider as his own for the sports of 
the square. 

" Sensible, from his accession of colour, that 
some new cause of torment was added to the anrn^ 
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of her fickleness, the fair slave exerted every art 
and wile to extort from Malek his feelings ; but he 
felt his master Masoud's indulgence demanded his 
gratitude, and, by a powerful effort of mind, he so 
overcame his vexation, and parried the altack oa 
himself, mixing such easy and voluntary attentions] 
that at length, testifying great gratification at the 
visit, and loading the camel with some of the 
richest bales, which were paid for on the spot, she 
retook her way to the palace, 

" Retiring then to his abode, somewhat dejected at 
the loss of his projected enjoyments of the evening, 
he was met by his master, who inquired the cause 
of his absence from the square. Overjoyed at the 
details of the slaveys purchases, and anticipating the 
richest advantages from an introduction of his 
commodities into the palace, he overwhelmed 
Malek with his praises for the assistance and zeal 
which he had shown ; and shrewd to bis own 
interest, and aware that the preference arose from 
some latent personal cause, he determined to neg- 
lect nothing which should bind Malek stronger to 
him. In this disposition, he presented him with a 
portion of the golden profit l!ie purchases of the 
slave had afforded, as an earnest of bis good will, 
that he might supply himself with the necessary 
equipments for his favourite diveraon. Although 
late, Malek eagerly ran to the quarter where arms 
and warlike weapons were exposed for sale, ht^wig 
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that he might yet enjoy, ere evening closed, the 
luxury of wielding a scimetar of his own, and 
entering hastily, he requested to see the most 
tried and tempered weapon. Among a number 
instantly produced, one quickly attracted his 
notice ; it was a weapon of peculiar strength, 
and an increased width to the hilt gave it in an 
arm of energy a tremendous sweep of force. His 
eyes shot forth fire as he gazed on the ghttering 
Uade, and essayed its temper against the floor, 
bending it part way back to the hilt. At length, 
sware of the presence of a stranger, who retired 
from the impetuosity of his entrance, he lifted his 
eyes to notice him, and with pain caught the hnea- 
ments of the disgraced individual, whose enmity he 
had provoked in the contests of the djerit; by the 
indifference and apparent coldness wherewith he 
met his glance, MaJek flattered himself that he 
was undiscovered, and, delighted with hia prize, he 
immediately closed the bargain, and hurried hack 
to Masoud's dwelling. No miser ever eyed his 
store with deeper joy than the youth contemplated 
his scimetar, which kept him waking through the 
night, and even banished the thoughts of the 
mahcious stranger. 

" The next morning scarcely saw Malek in the 
bizestein, ere Adbal, for such was his name, en- 
tered it, and, instantly approaching Malek, with the 
t cordiaUty testified that he had penetrated 
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the disguise immediately from knowing his stiikii^ 
figure ; then affecting to treat the whole as a di- 
version and amusement, and blaming his own peto- 
lance, he solicited the forgiveness and fri^i^ship of 
Malek, in terms which won the kind and ingenuous 
feelings of his heart, opened also at this moment to 
pleasure by the recent kindness of Masoud ; they 
therefore appointed to meet in the evening in one 
of the pleasure gardens of Bagdad, and the spot, 
selected by Malek, led out of the square of Amru, 
and stretched toward the waters of the noble Tigris. 
^^ Here a garden of celebrated beauty attracted 
the inhabitants of this gay city, but its peculiar 
character rendered it chiefly the resort of the grave 
and contemplative. Its shrubs were intermixed 
with the cypress and pine, giving somewliat of a 
sombre character to its scenery. A stream 
introduced from the river, after forming various 
falls, spread into a most spacious basin, surrounded 
with an entire amphitheatre of cedars, and other 
dark umbrageous trees, and under their mighty 
branches peeped forth kiosks and latticed halls, 
where the rich inhabitants could regale themselves, 
the whole being occupied by an affluent merchant 
as a public garden. On the centre of the lake, 
surrounded with sedges and rushes, arose a rugged 
islet, entirely appropriated to aquatic birds of every 
variety, who here resorted and bred in perfect 
security, no boat being permitted on the water. 



■while the depths of the surrounding shades, as weil 
as its vicinity to the Tigris, and their undisturhed 
state, gave invitation to the shyest species ; here es- 
pecially those who sought concealment took shelter, 
and (rft, in the silence of night, the booming cry 
of the bittern was heard. 

" This spot had the strongest attractions for 
Malak ; naturally lively and imaginative, here, in his 
favourite converse with nature, passing some of his 
evening hours, he had overcome the torturing 
regrets of his disappointed hopes and fallen con- 
dition. Here he had cultivated a calmer frame, 
■which, instead of fostering vain retrospections of 
the past, produced gratitude for his deUverance 
and present comforts, and always sent him to 
Masoud's dwelling soothed and assiduous to please ; 
and in one of these kiosks (appropriating a part of 
his master's bounty to defray his share of the 
espense) the new acquaintances spent an evening of 
pMlicular pleasure for Malck, Long debarred 
from the charms of society, he gave a free rein to 
his many accompUshments, and formed a most 
captivating union of those qualities which delight 
and attract ; but, although apparently participated 
in by his auditor, for Malek had the uncontrolled 
direction of the converse, his feelings were lavished 
upon a heart hard as the nether millstone, nay, 
■which, even amid the g£uely of Malek, was medi- 
tating liis destruction. Notwithstanding the un- 
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checked delight of liis heart, a remtmnt of prudraee 
forbore all reply to the occasional guarded in- 
quiries upon his early life, to which Adbal dexte- 
rously led, aiid especially he felt the appearance tf 
Maiek as the Arab was a secret he could Dot yet 
venture to touch on ; nevertheless, he learned with 
pleasure that Malek was a perfect stranger in 
Bagdad, and, swallowed up in the grief of his 
situation, had hitherto made no acquaintance (fiir 
be dared not rank as such the young officer, whose 
part he espoused against Adbal, as he had never 
met him since that evening). Apparently mu- 
tually satisfied with each other they parted, under 
an Migagement of speedily renewing its pleasures. 

" A few mornings rolled on, when Malek heaid 
the merchants around discoursing of the briUiuit 
assemblage which even then visited the mosque of 
Amru from the cahph''s palace, and Mal^^s nund 
in some degree experienced an agitation, as if some 
event approached connected with his destiny. Too 
truly it was one decisive of the short span which 
fate had decreed to him ! Bending his eyes toward 
the avenue leading from the square, a numerous 
crowd approached, preceding a party of the ca- 
liph's guards. A corps of black slaves surrounded 
a litter of splendid magnificence, which, stopping 
before the bizestein, the female approached who 
had before visited the merchant, and coming near 
the litter, and giving directions to the retinue who 



Jl 



KABHATU. 271 

bore it, instantly a line of Persian carpeting was 
spread to the stand of Malck, and a stool, richly 
^t, immediately placed ; while a female, carefully 
veiled to her feet, resting on the attendant, ap- 
proached, and took possession of her seat. An 
embroidered cushion being placed under her feet, 
the former negotiator renewed her questions for 
the stuffs, which were rapidly spread open by Ma- 
lek in unlimited profusion. The opinion of the 
superior was only given to her attendant in whis- 
pers; but the melodious softness in which they 
were uttered fell as music on the passions of Malek. 
It was no longer the vexed and irritated individual 
who stood before her, but the lofty port and 
piercing eye of a youth gifted with strong intel- 
lectual powers, and a heart of the most fervid affec- 
tions, hitherto unexcited. Malek knew not himself of 
their force ; but, at this present moment, the shining 
and graceful figure before him, awakened a world 
of sensations unfelt before. Instinctively aware of 
his having been rendered, through some channel, an 
object of interest to the elegant being he beheld — 
deprived, as he hitherto had been, from his years 
and other circumstances, of ever meeting with 
beauty and youth in the females of his acqiuunt- 
ance— his eyes drank in with rapture the many 
traits which evidenced her loveUness, and ho eagerly 
longed to catch a glimpse of her countenance ; but 
aware of the peril, should he show any emotion, he 
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conveyed such subdued, yet impasaoned interest to 
the movements of his lips, as evidently had an effect, 
although almost imperceptible, on the object of his 
attention. Once the veil partly blown aside, re- 
vealed an arm and hand of exquisite softness and 
fairness, encircled by armlets of jewels, and, in 
gently replacing its folds, Malek fancied that he 
caught the glance of eyes darker than the stags^ 
and far more brilliant. Sensible of the keen regards 
of the jealous attendants surrounding them, he 
rivetted his glances on the floor until the dangerous 
emotion had subsided. Soon after, the purchases 
being completed, and all delays exhausted, a purse 
of gold was placed in his hands, and, in solemn 
pomp, the litter and guards retraced their way 
to the palace. Malek longed for night, that he 
might give vent to the tumults, and analyze the 
varying sensations of his mind in the solitude of 
his favourite gardens. The duties of his master^s 
business, however, closely engaged him, and even 
the next day he was busied in their occupations, 
caused by the bustle of the visit. He was uncon- 
scious of all around, when a tap on the shoulder 
recalled his thoughts to a black slave, who, putting 
a billet into his hand, quickly vanished. Its con- 
tents were one short line only — ^ Confide in Os- 
man ;' but in these three brief words Malek ga- 
thered a world of speculation. At length, freed 
from the engagements of the day, he involuntarily 
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flew to his home, and girding on his scimetar, as if 
it conferred a dignity on his person worthy of the 
aspiring thoughts he scarcely dared to pause upon, 
he flung a long cloak over his whole form, and 
rushed to the sliades of his favourite gardens- 
Here, buried amid the deepest thicket, and the 
gathering obscurity of night, as if the hour lent 
her concealment to his daring views, he questioned 
his mind upon the events of the day. That the 
unlinown object he thus suffered to engross his 
thoughts was eminently lovely, his ima^nalion was 
too captivated by what he saw for a moment to 
doubt, and the illusion of fancy acting on his 
ardent mind, thus aroused and inflamed, formed 
indeed the greatest source of his danger ; that she 
iras high in favour in the palace was manifested by 
the state which surrounded her; but the perd, the 
uttM- hopelessness of prosecuting his passion for a 
female, encircled by guards, and under the pro- 
tection of the Commander of the Faithful ? At this 
thought, his spirits fell into deep dejection, when 
he revived at the idea of the billet enjoining him to 
trust Osman, which mardfestly opened a clue of 
pursuit and of hope; but still, too sensi^jle of the 
rashness of his unrestrwned reflections, and the 
dangers he was courting, he longed mentally to 
withdraw from the internal combat. At this mo- 
ment, a form entering the thicket, instantly and 
eagerly accosted him : it was Adbal, who in a mo- 
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ment, with a vulture^s glance, eqpied him in the 
deep obscurity he had chosen. ^ What darkness so 
thick which the eye of hatred will not penetrate ?^ 
Astoiilshed at his recognition, but pleased to escape 
from himself, Malek cheerfully acceded to his in- 
vitations to occupy a neighbouring kio^. His 
abrupt and sombre manners, and his sparkling eyes, 
did not escape the quick glance of Adbal, nor the 
cx>nviction, from his appearance, that some unusual 
and extraordinary event had befallen hina. Af- 
fecting an unwonted hilarity, he introduced the 
costly wines of Schirauz, and Malek, already be- 
reft of his usual guard, sought to drown his tumul- 
tuous thoughts in the cup. Thus^ as Adbal hoped, 
■prepared by unwonted indulgence for his snares, 
and, as he deemed, unarmed, he viewed the moment 
.as a most propitious one for his revenge. 



CHAPTER XII. 



" I would have look'd 
On beauty in that ses which is the type 
Of all we knov oi dream of, heautitul 
Befand the world they brighten, with a sigh." 



" Netei are we more within the reach of danger 
than when the mind, wholly bent on some indivi- 
dual point, views all nature as in a pause, excepting 
what concerns the all-engrossing object of our sou! ; 
then, as if to assert her supremacy, destiny ex- 
ercises the most absolute control over the hopes 
and fears of man, administering to the former, and 
sharpening the latter, by accidents the most unex- 
pected and unforeseen. 

" As the evening drew on, Adbal feigned an 
excuse for a short absence from Malek, recom- 
mending to him the refreshment of a few moments 
repose, ere he returned to close their evening treat 
with iced sherbets. Malek, confused and overcome, 
a prey to wildering thoughts, and heated by hie 
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excess, resigned himself to short and unquiet slum- 
bers, from which he was recused by the eager 
gestures of Adbal, who, loudly expatiating upon 
the lucky chance, acquainted him he had just met 
with an old acquaintance in a captain, fix)ni Ormuz, 
who had on board the rarest pearls and rich vests, 
stich as never had been seen in Bagdad, which, on 
the morrow, he meant to offer to the merchants of 
the bizestein, asking if any such would be desired 
by his friend ? To the heated and impatient fancy 
of Malek, the idea of the fair unknown was in- 
stantly associated with these rarities, and deter- 
mining, by his own wishes, that he was merely ad- 
vancing the interests of Masoud to secure the 
choicest of these commodities for his purchase, he 
desired to see the captain instantly, which, after 
some difficulties, started merely to be overruled, 
Adbal consented to accomplish for him. Hastily 
retiring from the gardens, he led Malek through a 
darkling and secret glade to a doorway, which let 
them out fronting the waters of the Tigris. The 
banks were nearly forsaken, and as they passed an 
adjacent mosque, which was called, from its ill-fated 
builder, ' the Mosque of Tears,^ he questioned 
Adbal upon their solitary route — ^ Hasten your 
steps,' he quickly replied, * or the captain will have 
left the shore for his vessel/ In fact, in a fev mo- 
ments a boat, well manned, was visible, to one of 
whose crew Adbal made himself known, inquinng 
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for the Captain Baherim f He was informed that 
the captain suddenly had been called for on some 
business, but had loft the boat to convey them on 
board, in which they could return almost instantly, 
as he should sleep himself on shore. A movement 
of Adbal's, as if to resist the overture, decided 
Malek to go, and together they entered tiie boat, 
which, displaying a powerful set of muffled oars, 
soon in silence reached tlie vessel, Mounting to 
her deck, he was welcomed by a rough athletic 
figure, who announced himself as captain, and with 
much attention ushered them into a small and neat 
cabin, whence he immediately retired to order 
lights, and Adbal as quickly followed, on the pre- 
tence to suggest to him, as their time was precious, 
that he should at once display the precious pro- 
duce of Persia and Ormuz. The door, instantly 
as he had passed the threshold, was strongly shut 
to, and bolted externally ; at which sound Malek 
aroused, and, suspecting from the action some 
treachery, darted towards it. He found it firmly 
fastened, nor .was the least answer given to his re- 
peated calls. Approaching the windows, he found 
them so closely grated as to exclude the possibility 
of his forcing himself through their aperture. Over- 
come with horror at the conviction of the treachery 
designed towards him, he suffered those pangs of 
rage and intense excitement which flow from the 
evidence of our having partly framed our own mis- 
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fortune, and woven the net which entangles our 
feet ; but it was now too late ; all around proved 
he was in extreme danger, and in the power of an 
enemy. Convulsively grasping his scimetar, which 
his ctoak had concealed, he resolved to sell his life 
dearly ; and felt some solace that the means he 
hoped were thus aiForded him of avenging his fall. 
The hours crept slowly by, fraught with the 
paroxysms of rage and bitterness, as the thoughts 
of his soaring imagination and ardent hopes crossed 
his mind, to shed unutterable bitterness over the 
present change. 

" Darkness still lingered over the sky, although 
it approached toward dawn, when the door slowly 
opening, Adbal, followed by four fierce and well- 
armed individuals of the band, entered the cabin, 
and facing Maiek, fixed upon him a look of such 
maliee and fiendish hate as withered all hopes that 
would have lingered at his heart. The first im- 
pression on Malek's mind was to throw aside lus 
cloak, and springing on Adbal, at least to secure 
his revenge ; his second, and better thought sug- 
gested, to watch the workings of his will and 
actions, keeping him in view as his victim. By the 
fearless mode in which he placed himself within his 
reach, he easily apprehended diat Adbal was alto- 
gether unsuspicious of his possessing any weapon 
of defence ; for after glutting his eyes with his fea- 
tures — ' Fool, dolt,' he burst forth, ' to dream that 
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injuries as mine from thee, a slave falsely wearing 
an Arab's dress, could be atoned for by a few aofl 
words, defrauded of my hate against the wretch 
you rescued from my arms ! A few moments would 
have seen a real dagger pierce his heart, as if mis- 
taken in error for the idle and childish implement 
of the games — but thou must interfere ! Twice 
Mnce has your evil destiny made you cross my 
path ; but, thanks to my arts, now will I amply 
avenge my wrongs,' 

*' Although trembling witli indignation, Malek 
controlled himself to reply — ' False and miserable 
man, to entrap the unfortunate and forlorn, deem 
not my blood will be unavenged ! How can tlie 
hardest heart yield to such hate for the trifling 
rufBe of a game ?' 

" * Not so !' fiercely burst from Adbal ; ' not so ! 
You have defrauded me of a revenge I had nearly 
secured against one who has twice brought me to 
the brink of destruction, and the moment my eyes 
scanned your features, a conviction shot to my 
heart that you would be a serpent in my path, and 
as we trample on the adder, so will I crush thee T 

" ' Hear me !' Malek excl^med, ' while I adjure 
the gods, who avenge broken ties of honour, to 
vitneas ag^nst your heartless baseness. Oh .' that 
we were matched upon the open plain ! there seek, 
and welcome take my ill-starred life.' 

" Adbal made a sign to behead him, on which 




Malek retreated a step — ' What, doat thou resist? 
drag him on the deck, and there despatch him.' 

" A Budden thought rushed into Malek's mind 
of the deck, and he suffered himself to be quietly 
led towards it, hut no sooner did his face feel the 
breeze of heaven, than, suddenly and convulsiTely 
darting forward, he freed himself from their grasp, 
and, rapid as lightning, drawing his scimetar, he 
clove down the foremost of the ruflians. Amazed at 
finding him thus aimed, Adbal raved and raged at 
his folly in brining him on board without a. search, 
but all now darting forward, Malek had to sustain 
a most furious assault, pressing him on every side; 
he was indeed in very imminent peril, but, com- 
pletely restored to his judgment by the danger, he 
so skilfully resisted, that the contest was nearly 
equal. His brown cloak, joined to the obscurity 
of the just dawning light, greatly favoured bim, as 
well as the cool eye and activity whereby he eluded 
their fierce attacks. A bold and swift blow, which 
swept off tile sword-arm of one of his assailants, 
somewhat daunted them, and he used the breathing 
moment to scan, with an instantaneous glance, the 
distance and impediments to his reaching the side 
of the deck ; assuming then the offensive, he gave 
the foremost a dangerous wound, receiving himself 
a blow on his turban, which brought the blood on 
his features ; before, however, they could renew the 
combat, disengaging liimsetf in a moment of his 
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cloak, and flin^ng it in their faces, which, in their 
surprize, received two or three gashes intended, for 
his frame, he phinged, by aviolent spring from the 
deck, into the stream, and swam with all his 
activity from the vessel. Adbal gave a shout of 
joy when he saw hia victim in the water, as he 
deemed a certain prey, and lowering the boat, they 
rowed swiftly toward him, most distinguishable 
now by the rising sun spreading his radiant beams 
over the Tigris, and his glistening scimetar, which 
he clung to and held aloft in this perilous mo- 
ment. They rapidly drew near him, but Malek, 
ere he took the desperate step, had noticed, with 
that sharpened acuteness which danger commu- 
nicates, that a boat was approaching toward the 
vessel, in whose track he threw himself; the crisis 
of hia existence hung on the very moment, as 
Adbal's voice was heard vehemently encouraging 
and stimulating his boatmen to overtake the daunt- 
less Malek, and they rapidly gained on him, not- 
withstanding his incredible exertions. But his 
scimetar, which he still at intervals brandished 
aloft, proved a means of his preservadon, as its 
movement in the air attracted the notice, and 
quickened the progress towards him of tlie boat, on 
whose approach and protection he had thus staked 
his life; still so hazardous and perilous was the 
chance, that the two boaU nearly met, as Malek, 
swiftly floating by the oars, swam around, and. 
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seizing the stem by some ornamental carved work- 
implored protection. So malignant and deadly \<as 
the purpose of Adbal, that he aimed a stroke, as 
the boats passed, at the head of Malek, which must 
have proved fatal, had not the steersman's vi^Iani 
eye warded it off by a steel rod he held in one 
hand, a badge of liis office, for it was one of the 
caliph's boats, bearing an officer of the palace on 
some duty ; and the guards it bore instantly ariang 
to secure Adbal, his crew rowed off with greater 
rapidity than they had approached. Meantime, 
their whole attention was directed to draw in and 
support the exhausted youth, whose strength barely 
sufficed to cling to the holding he had gained; no 
sooner was he on board, and in safety, than he re- 
cognized, with the liveliest feelings of gratitude and 
joy, Osman, the officer of the palace, to be his pre- 
server, who, no less astonished, beheld, in the 
wounded and rescued Malek, the being he had so 
attached himself to, from the amiable attractive- 
ness of his demeanour and appearance. His wound 
was slight, and, relieved from fears on his account, 
Osman ordered his crew to secure the aggressor, 
but found they had so well used the instants of his 
attention to Malek, as to have already retreated 
far out of sight. Sensible that he durst not neglect 
the caliph's commands for their pursuit, and con- 
ceiving that the narrative of Malek would com- 
pletely identify the culprit to justice, he pursued 
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hb coune towards the garden and pavilion of 
paintings, which he had directions to prepare 
ag^nst the evening for the reception of Zoheide, 
the consort of the caliph. In his way thither, 
which was quickly gained, he soothed the feelings 
of Malek, and expressed his intention of keeping 
him until the evening, which would enable them to 
repair together to the dwelling of Masoud. Land- 
ing on the banks, Malek was intrusted to the 
domestics of Osman, who furnished the bath and 
other refreshments, which, with a short ^repose, a 
pause that was lightened and revived by hope's 
fairy dreams, so recruited Malek, that he awoke 
long ere noon, animated, glowing, and enthusiastic 
in his sentiments towards his preserver, who 
quickly sought him in his apaitment of the range 
of the palace allotted to tbe officer on duty. He 
could not but feel struck at the Improved port and 
.interesting figure of Malek, who^ features and 
form evidenced the purest ingenuousness and 
openness, now peculiarly radiant with an innate 
gratitude, and undefined hope, connected with 
Osman and the mysterious billet, which, together, 
lent a brightness to his eyes, and impassioned cha- 
racter to his form, difi'usive of the most fascinating 
air. The dangers he had also escaped imparted 
its native boldness and fire to his step and mien, 
highly improved by the attire which he was sup- 
plied witli by the kindness of Osman. Thus, 
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mutually pleased with each other, the confidaiceof 
the two young men became without reserve, and 
Osman soon learned all the details of the trials d 
Malek'^s former life. He gently blamed the rashness 
of using the slain Djerdamite AraVs garb, and re- 
peatedly and anxiously questioned him on the 
words he was accosted with by the Arab od 
quitting the square. IJe apparently mused deeply 
on their import ; he also endeavoured to ascertain 
the motive of the revenge which could have led to 
the late daring outrage, and was much surprized at 
himself being also the object of such hate ; but his 
disappointment was extreme on ascertaining that 
the individual was unknown to Malek. Passing for 
the present from the subject, a short pause ensued, 
which was broken by Osman fixing his eyes on his 
friend'^s countenance with a peculiar expression, 
while he uttered — ^ Malek'^s tale has added fresh 
links to those ties of regard which his personal 
merits alone had formed, but ere you answer, ask 
your own heart if it is able and willing to dare 
further dangers for a prize which I can set before 
you ?' The flashing eyes and crimsoned brow of 
Malek, with the action of placing his hand on his 
heart, was his reply. * Already have you seen the 
beauteous being whose eyes have testified the truth 
of that report, which brought you to her notice, the 
lovely Zelica, the favourite of the caliph.** »Malek 
clasped his hands as in despair and horror at the 
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desperate prospect of crossing the will of his sove- 
reign, he faintly uttered the sounds, and struggleti 
with his awe and dread of the name, while the 
sparkling flame of his eyes bespoke the ardour of 
his passion. ' Believe not, Malek, that firm and 
faithful as I trust our friendship will prove, I 
should daringly lendmyself to violate my generous 
sovereign's privacy and commands !. No : but in 
this matter, singular coincidences have shaped forth 
your fortune, and claim my active concurrence, 
even at the hazard of my life. An aged slave, who 
saw and admired your mien, on one day passing 
the bizestein, so enraged and piqued the attendant 
of Zelica, upon some accidental dispute, that she 
resolved to personally see you, and achieved her 
design under the pretext of supplying the favourite 
of the princess Zemroude with some stuffs; the 
dispute continued on her return, with additional bit- 
terness, and induced Zelica herself to see this object 
of the harem's cabals. She easily obtained the 
consent of the princess to return by the bizesteins 
on their next Friday's visit to the mosque; the 
moments spent in ridicule of Iier attendant proved, 
however, injurious to the peace of Zelica. Still 
she would, perhaps, have stifled a regard so dis- 
proportioned as love for a supposed slave, but for 
an incident at this crisis of her attachment to you, 
most unwelcome and inopportune. The languor 
and sorrow manifested by the princess that night. 



led Zelica to require respectfully its cause, from 
whom she learned, that her mother, Zobeide, her 
natural penetration quickened by jealousy, had as- 
cerUuned the caliph's intentions, which she bad 
long suspected, of withdrawing Zelica from his 
daughter, and fixing his aifeclions oa her, to place 
her- in some contiguous palace, apart from the 
watchful eyes of his consort. Hence Zobeide had 
that very evening strongly urged her daughter to 
dispose of one who might prove so dangerous s 
rival, and the struggle between personal regard aDd 
duty had caused the sorrow so visible in her coun- 
tenance. Zelica, whose heart was filled with the 
passion your appearance had occasioned, thought 
she saw a prospect of accomplishing her wishes, 
most unforeseen and unhoped for ; and throwing 
herself at the princess's feet, she avowed ingenuously 
the passion awakened by her visit to the bizestein, 
and Zemroude instantly reporting the same to 
Zobeide, the resolve was immediately adopted by 
these princesses, of framing some instant mode of 
communication with you, and furnishing ample 
means for your flight into Persia, where you may 
be safe from the anger of Harun, even if he should 
feel the wish to pursue you ; but as yet the inclina- 
tion is green, and would probably be forgotten on 
some well-digested tale, accounting for the disap- 
pearance of the object of this sudden flame. Aware 
of the imminent peril of this secret purpose being 



known, the angry passions of Harun being terrible 
and overwhehning as an earthquake, Zobeide, in 
this exigency, cast her eyes on me, the object of 
her bounty, and son of her foster-sister, who, sum- 
tniuied to her presence, was intrusted with her 
views; her joy was extreme at the favourable 
augury of our amicable acquaintance, and a billet 
was sent to you, referring ambiguously to me ; I 
also repaired to Masoud's dwelling at a late hour, 
but found the neighbourhood alarmed for your 
safety, from your unwonted absence. - Our move- 
ments were quickened by the caliph's unexpected 
orders to have the pavilion of paintings prepared in 
a few days for his reception. His consort, Zobeide, 
disturbed therefore at your disappearance, I was 
hastening hither, when destiny drew me near to 
render you this useful assistance, and adds another 
proof of her propitious help to our views. 

" ' Wherewith can I thank you adequately, 
Osman, for the preservation of life ? yet more the 
boon of kindness towards me when apparently a 
slave. But to crown all these gifts, you add the 
prospect of the only bliss which could make that 
life tolerable ; even Zelica, beauteous being ! to- 
wards whom, as the favourite of dread Harfln, I 
dared not life up my eyes. My life, asks Osman, 
if I will venture on the pursuit ? Yes ! as readily 
as the light straw is g^ven to the stream ! Only 
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show me how Zelica can be attained, and doubt 
not me.' 

" ^ To-night, Malek,' he replied, < the princess 
Zobeide, with her daughter, visits this palace. I 
am commissioned to make all the preparations. 
Zelica accompanies them, and, under the auspices 
of Zobeide, you will see the object of your love; 
for, delighted at the ready acquiescence given, she 
generously wishes your hearts and views wholly to 
accord, and has instructed me to ascertain if your 
birth and attainments were beyond the standard of 
a slave, which your appearance so plainly indi- 
cated, and which this mom has brought to light 
so very auspiciously, that, satisfied of the end em- 
bracing the happiness of two beings so valued, I 
deem fortune now points most clearly to your fol- 
lowing her favourable auspices without a day's 
delay.** 

'' * What means my guide, my preserver ?' fal- 
tered forth Malek, while his eyes witnessed the 
tumults of hope and joy which Osman had excited 
within him. * Alas ! where all is sacred ground, 
how dare I look towards these courts but through 
your guiding arm ? Were the object of my heart 
in any custody which the direst peril or danger 
only fenced, fearless I would face and overcome 
them ; but within the precincts of these courts I 
bow submission to the caliph's rights.' 
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*' ' It is to Open the portals to your eager feet, 
that my mind now suggests your abiding here for 
the eTening''s events. The caliph's orders are in- 
stantly to prepare this palace for his reception, and 
Zobeide, who long has used it as her repository for 
her store of rarities, visits it to-night to place, as 
she declares, her choicest treasures ready for his re- 
ception ; but, in reality, to prepare the plot which 
bears hence, to Persian skies, the rival she so dreads 
The sun now hastes to set, and nothing prevents your 
daring the attempt at once, and meeting Zelica.' 

" ' Oh ! that it might be so,' Malek ejaculated ; 
'any disguise! any danger! Give me but the 
means, and I will boldly, rapturously court it.' ■ 

" * My friend,' said Osman, ' this I trust will 
hringno peril; but curb your fervour; call forth the 
fortitude, the calm impassiveness of the greatly 
poised resolve, which deviates not for a slight excite- 
ment, or the world's changes ; but as yon luminary 
whines unriiramed in brightness, though the elements 
blacken and spread their rage, and when the tur- 
moil is passed away, its beams shoot forth more 
purely bright and cheering for the interruption, 
so be prepared for all which may occur.' 

" 'Well, Osman, at your bidding the proud 
exalted Malek shall attend as humbly as the inha- 
bitant of the bizegtein, deign to develop your 
plan?" 

" ' Our plans,' Osman replied, ' must he governed 
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by circumstances. I shall announce that a person 
courting the patronage of the princess, under my 
auspices, awaits her will; the future must guide 
and govern itself; meantime an expression used bj 
you claims our thoughts. Masoud, your master, 
should be lulled from inquiry, lest angry at your 
absence, and perchance furnished with some clue 
by the malice of your enemy, he should make in- 
quiries, or, thinking you at the palace, should 
appeal to Harun, which would be instantly fatal to 
all parties.** 

** Malek, struck for the first time with the recol- 
lection of his master, wrote a short billet, exhort- 
ing him to preserve silence on his part ; that an 
attempt had been made on him to bear him into 
slavery, which he had defeated, and had been 
wounded ; his retreat he could not discover, as he 
hoped thereby to trace out his enemy, but a few 
days would amply recompense his silence. This 
done, Malek, with a heart palpitating with hopes 
and fears, and left by Osman, whom duty called 
away, awsdted the slow approach of evening with 
the most intense emotions; that he was in the 
palace, pursuing an adventure, in which the least 
detection brought certain death; that a few hours 
only had elapsed since he faced such dangers; ail 
were obliterated, and his heated imagination saw 
only one pervading object. Musing in what dis- 
.guise he might easiest penetrate the harem'^s pre- 
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cincts, he selected a musician's robe, assured of 
meeting few who could touch the lute with superior 
sweetness; clothed in the simple white vest and 
caftan, his fine symmetry, glowing youth, and 
radiant eye, shone superior thus simply clothed, 
than when richly apjmrelled, he laid aside his 
trusty scimetar, covered himself with a dark cloak, 
and impatiently awaited the summons of Osman. 
Time speeds onward, however slowly we deem it 
creep, and thus the floating music announced the 
approach of the illustrious owners of the palace, 
and increasing noises and lights manifested them- 
selves through the safelv closed hall and rooms 
appropriated to the officers of tlie palace guard, 
whose windows all fronted the Tigris. Malek, 
refreshed by the coUation constantly laid, the bath, 
and the soothing cares of Osman, had endured the 
keenest emotions; hour by hour passed by, and the 
shades of night came on; with sickening impa^- 
tietfce he was pacing the marble pavement, when 
a compartment, painted as part of the ornament of 
an alcove, opened, and an object, uridiscemable in 
the darkness, whispering Malek, slowly approached 
his station. ' I am Malek, but who art thou ?' he 
firmly articulatetl. 

" 'A friend,' ho whispered ; ' silence, for thy life; 
follow me.' 

'Where is ?' Malek questioned, but paused 

— ' Oaman thou meanest,' replied his conductor ; 
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i he is absent on the outside of the palace waUs^ 
where his duty hes — trust in me.^ ^ Lead on/ was 
the short response, as in another moment, pasang 
the alcove, and the pannel falling with a spring, 
Malek beheld himself in the beautiful gardens. 
Could the senses only have been satiated with de- 
light, here he might have inhaled it amid shrubs 
and flowers, and spreading trees of exquisite beauty, 
fragrance, and shelter ; their perfumes wafted forth 
a rich ofiering of sweets as Malek and his conductor 
(whom he now recognised for the black slave who 
bore to him the billet) crept silently along the darkest 
alleys to the palace, splendidly lighted up in every 
part ; whispering, he gave a few short hints as they 
soon drew near a wide spreading luxuriant fence 
filled with exotics ; here the slave, hastily stooping, 
produced a gardener^s apron, and burying the cloak, 
dexterously intermingled Malek among many pro- 
miscuous slaves and domestics, who were busied 
carrying in the (»mamental shrubs which Zobeide 
had commanded to line the superb Hall of Colunms. 
Unsuspicious from the many domestics brought in 
the princesses train, Malek was freely admitted, and 
had not his heart and senses been already pre- 
occupied, must have betrayed the natural wonder 
which such splendour created. A row of twenty 
columns, from which this gr^nd saloon took its 
name, ranged through the apartment ; betwixt their 
spaces were couches of green silk, spotted with 
golden leaves; at either extremity were golden 
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stands filled with numerous lights, betwixt which 
were stationed the handsomest flowering plants, the 
resplendent light throwing a hue of peculiar delicacy 
«n their capsules, glowing with nature's lints and dyes. 
Gold, ivory, and marble tables, now covering with 
delicious viands and fruits, were arranged along the 
centre, and the space above the columns was singu- 
larly enriched by a border of cornelians, turquoise, 
jaspers, and precious jewels, on pure white marble, 
imitative of the flowers and beauteous blossoms of 
the East ; one side of this hall opened upon the un- 
paralleled gardens, in the centre of which played a 
noble fountain, throwing upfour crystal streams, and 
at each comer blazed an orb of flame, fed by naptha, 
which, in the darkness of the night, lent a sur- 
prizing brilliancy and beauty to the silvery spray of 
the dashing waters, exhibited in g!itt«ring hues to the 
hall by the bright light shed around. In a recess at 
the upper end, fenced ofl" by golden lattice work, 
stood the caliph's throne ; the Jadies forming the 
attendants were entering, when Malek, still lingering 
as directed about the shrubs, was withdrawn toward 
the lawn, whence, fevered with joy and agonized 
suspense, he was admitted into the adjoining Hall of 
the Seasons, so called from the beauteous paintings on 
its ceilings, wherein awsuted him a being fairer than 
the feigned goddess of the opening spring. Zobeide 
bad purposely directed the glare of pomp, andsudden 
occupation of the attendants in the Hall of Columns, 
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to enable her faithful slave to introduce M aiek within 
the female range, where he was safe from interrupt 
tion, the whole palace being filled only by her own 
regular servants, devoted to her will. The apart- 
ment opened to Malek was the last toward the Tigris, 
and entered by none but the caliph without per- 
mission of Zobeide ; its whole character was that of 
subdued splendour, refreshing coolness, and the 
triumphs of nature'^s bounties; the roof was sustained 
by green enamelled pillars, clustered by the mimic 
fig and pomegranate ; the roof had vine leaves and 
fruits curling along its surface, and hanging fondant ; 
every charm was displayed of abundance, richness, 
and plenty. As Malek entered this delicious retreat, 
his conductor divested him of the disguise so useful, 
and, making an obeisance, left him alone ; the light 
revealed in one instant the object of his search, and 
in the next he was at her feet, pouring forth the 
vows and emotions of his soul, intoxicate with joy, 
for she was fairer than his most fervid fancy* With 
a complexion of dazzling whiteness, were arched 
brows, and eyes of melting softness ; her fail* ring- 
lets breathing perfumes, and wreathed with roses, 
shaded an expansive forehead of pure ivory ; her 
mouth and swelling lips had a peculiarly gracious 
smile, and opening, disclosed rows of teeth rivalling 
pearl; her contour and form were majestic, yet 
slender, and her whole appearance, simply decorated 
by fibwers, as suiting the dangers and humble cha- 
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jacler of MaJek's disguise, yet was thereby more at- 
tractive and more powerfully impressive of Zelica''s 
extreme loveliness and youth than any other ap- 
pearance she could have made. In mute wonder 
and inexpressible transport he long lay at her feet, 
his full dark ej-esrivetted on herform, asif hefeared 
that the beauteous vision would vanish from his 
view ; the mutual commingling of their hearts was 
perfect bliss, both in youtli's early bloom, in life's 
first hopes ; truly ptured in the attractive charms of 
person, no less than of mind, the conununications 
of affection flowed forth fervent and indelible. Ma- 
lek, while his whole soul avowed how far more pre- 
cious are the ties of so pure, so fixed a sentiment as 
theirs, beyond all that palaces or grandeur can con- 
fer, was yet mourning to Zelica the necessary priva- 
tions of a humble lot, as compared with the magni- 
ficence around. She heard the theme, delighted 
that thereby she might testify how worthless such 
sacrifices were in her eyes. Thus mutually were they 
pouring forth their feelings, and tasting the inexpres- 
sible bliss of anticipating their union, and of their fu- 
ture lives devoted to each other, flowing on free from 
perils and from care, when the black slave, rushing 
in from the garden in the most inexpressible terror, 
announce<l the unexpected appearance of the caliph, 
who, wishing to visit Zelica, and somewhat jealous of 
the intentions of Zobeide, had followed her steps, and 
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had already entered the garden, preceded by Mesrour 
the chief L'Unuch, and his guards; the slaves already 
had taken their stations around the palace, aa he 
was hastening to the Hall of the Seasons, expecting 
to find Zobeide in her favourite retreat ; escape from 
it, therefore, was impossible; in this dreadful moment, 
the first impression of the lovers was, linked arm 
in arm, to meet the dreaded wrath of HarCm, and 
expire together ; but the earnest entreaties and 
agonies of the poor slave, and the assurance that by 
this step they would certainly occasion the destruc- 
tion of Osman, and all those who had risked their 
lives to serve them, turned their thoughts, though 
tortured with agony, to devises ome means of esct^ 
Every moment rendered their state more precarious, as 
the approach of footsteps was clearly distinguishable; 
the black slave also had left them, but, in a moment 
reappeared with the gardener's disguise, and tearing 
them from each other, he hastily placed Malek behind 
an aromatic shrub, which imperfectly shaded his 
person, and Zelica, casting a look of unutterable woe, 
had scarcely passed through the flowing draperies 
whicli screened the entrance into the Hall of Columns 
(before which the faithful black slave placed him- 
self), when Harun al Baschid, preceded by his con- 
fidential slaves, entered the Hall of the Seasons ; be 
was speaking to Mesrour, who followedhim, bstening 
with reverential attention, and evidently in accents 
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of higli pleasure and satisfaction. His 
gait and brow of sovereign control struck an awe 
and chill to the heart of Malek, as he approached, 
preceded by lights, blazing as the noonday sun, 
auid the pulsations of his heart were to hiuiself 
distinctly audiljle, as the caliph, attracted by its 
lieautiful and perfumed blossoms, stopped to 
admire the luxuriant shrub, which alone intercepted 
his full view of the hapless Malck. It was not a 
thought of self, or fear of death, that blanched his 
cheek as white and colourless as the alabaster block 
beside him — it was Zclica, and their just formed 
loves, which moments only had converted into a 
bond of indissoluble firmuess — it was awe of the 
great vicegerent of the prophet, which, at this 
appalling instant, assailed unitedly his soul, when 
another minute's pause would have destroyed him. 
A cry from the further apartment caUed off the 
caliph's eye towtu-ds it, and the curtains, thrown 
back by the watchful slave, as if in obedience to the 
movement, displayed the Hall of Columns, and 
Zobeide and Zemroude risen to receive the so- 
vereign. The latticed fence opened, and the way to 
the throne appeared lined with beauteous females 
bearing hghts, and prepared to assist their lord in 
ascending his royal seat. The music that moment 
burst forth, as if in gratulation of his presence, but 
what rivetted the glance of Hariln, and instantly 
drew his steps to the hall, was the cause of the cry 
o5 
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which struck his ears, even the voice of ZeUca, 
who, overpowered by her sensations and the violent 
revulsion of her feelings, had fainted at the feet of 
Zobeide, and now lay senseless in the arma of two 
of her attendants. The caliph, hastily passed 
into the magnificent apartment, and' called all the 
slaves around him to assist the faintii^ £Edr one. 
The conductor of Malek dropped the curtain, 
which separated himself and the hapless youth from 
the hall, and involved them in darkness. Flying 
to him, he exclaimed — * Allah be praised, a moment 
more and all was lost ; fly, fly, the caliph^s alarm 
once subsided, the slaves will return hither, 
and retreat then will be rendered impracticable.^ 
He was alarmed at receiving no answer, for Malek, 
catching a glimpse of the same scene which so 
alarmed the caliph, was plunged into the most in- 
supportable agony, and with difficulty could refrain 
from rushing into the hall to revive his Zelica. 
Death he deemed transport if sweetened by an- 
other glance of her eyes, but the poor slave, driven 
to despair by the dangers accumulating each 
instant, forcibly dragged him, passive and unre- 
sisting, into the gardens, and through a thicket of 
roses into the path leading to the river. Re- 
covering himself somewhat from the fragrant odours 
of the garden and the night gale, which cooled bb 
feverish senses, with deep sighs he questioned 
whither he was leading him ? 
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*' ' To Osman, instantly,' was the slave's reply ; 
*the caliph here, would you abide to ruin all? 
await his departure, then may you safely renew all 
jour hopes. Most probably no settled plan, but 
sudden frolic, lias attracted Harun hither, who, in 
a few hours, may relieve our minds of misery by 
repairing to his principal palace ; the more so, as 
the vizier Giafar is not with him, his friend and 
favourite.' 

Thus discoursing, by circuitous glades and paths, 
they reached the building occupied by the guard, 
and througH the secret aperture gained the hall 
which Malek liad lately quitted, and which they 
found solitary and in darkness. Malek was then 
advised instantly to summon and consult with 
Osman, whom he might fearlessly call, as the slaves 
never entered without commands, and would not 
have remarked his absence. Kcpcating that he 
must fly to the palace, and promising the earliest 
intelligence which he could convey in safety, the 
black slave disappeared, and Malek, wretched and 
heart-broken, prepared to implore the friendly 
sympathy of Osman, who, on seeing the deep 
distress of his friend, was most agitated, and urged 
him instantly to repair to the roof of his father, 
Walid, where he might safely refiige, until the 
departure of the caliph gave them again the c^ 
portunity of hearing from Zobeide. 

To return to Masoud in the present indecisive 
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state of thdr plans, unable also to aocoimt fur hU 
disti'ess, or the present state of hia feelings, was ini' 
possible; the assurance also that the mother of 
Osman, in pursuance of the princess's wishes, knew 
of and encouraged his passion for Zeliea, decided 
his resolve to seek the covert of Walid'a house, 
which, being at the extremity of Bagdad, Alalek 
did not calculate upon reaching before the break of 
day. Oaman''s duty at the palace rendered him 
unable to assist him in his progress, and his re- 
maining near the walls being highly dangerous to 
his safety, Malek, somewhat aroused by the exhor- 
tations of his friend, and promising to sliake off the 
forebodings which overwhelmed him, thatheshuuld 
see Zelica no more, set off instantly on his route. 

" The night yet dark, he crossed the bridge of 
Bagdad, and pursuing mechanically this part of 
his way, which was so well known to Iiim, he 
entered the square of Amru, and was rapidly 
crossing its angle, unheeding, and almost unconscious 
of some persons who suddenly turned the etMner 
swiftly by him, when one of tJiem, catching his 
features as he passed by, flew back to attack him. 
An involuntary exclamation, however, which he 
uttered put Malek on his guard, for they were the 
tones of Adbal. Drawing his dagger, while the 
obscurity of the night concealed his defenceless 
situation from his deadly foe, he called loudly for 
help, which being answered from an adjacent place 
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by t)ie night guard, he became emboldened by the 
jjrosimity of succour to defy Adbal, who, per- 
ceiving the near approach of the guard, hastily 
whispering the men, tliey approached near, and im- 
mediately, instead of attacking Malek, flung a 
heavy sack, which they were bearing, across his 
shoulders, and momentarily disappeared. The 
extraordinary weight of the sack, and the singu- 
larity of the action, struck him with wonder, and 
ere he had quite disengaged himself of the in- 
cumbrance, the guard he had called for were 
assembled around him. Seeking some offender, 
and seeing Malek only, with a sack lying by him, 
they immediately seized him, in despite of his ex- 
planations and remonstrances, and proceeding to 
examine the sack, to their horror, as well also as 
that of the youtli, they found the body of a man 
recently murdered, and yet bleeding. Il was now 
that his mind comprehended the full scope of 
Adbal's malice, and he beheld the dangerous pre- 
dicament wherewith he had involved him. Regard- 
less of his explanations, they dragged Malek to a 
place of confinement, with the assurance that, early 
on the ensuing morning, the cadi of the district, 
a man of celebrated strictness, would speedily re- 
quite the murderer for his bloody deed. Over- 
whelmed with the peculiar difficulties on all sides 
besetting him, he saw himself at noon conducted 
under a strong guard into the presence of this re- 
doubtable judge, who, after an liarangue upon the 
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increasing enonnities of the wicked, and an eu« 
logium on his own watchfuhiess, proceeded to the 
case. It was unhappily but too clear against 
Malek c«i every side, as the protestations of his 
innocence, and declarations of the alarm being 
given by himself, were treated with perfect incre* 
dulity, unsupported as they were by any testimony. 
When closely questioned where his night had been 
passed, his silence and confusion created the most 
unfavourable impression, as also the singularity of 
his dress, partly as musician, partly as gardener, 
on appearance of dress and character utterly 
irreconcilable with reference to his engagements^ 
with his master Masoud; and the murmurs 
against him became more audible, as his master, 
arriving upon the requisition of the judge, and 
instantly apprehending, from his confusion and 
his appearance, some event which might involve 
himself in danger, openly took part against him. 
Thus unhappily placed, and bereft of all power 
of establishing his innocence, his fine features fixed 
in despair, which filled his large dark eye with an- 
guish, he saw himself about to suffer an ignominious 
death, and heard the sentence ring in his ears, 
which consigned him to the executioner, to be be- 
headed in the square of Amru, near the spot where 
he was found by the guard." 

" Malek, agonized by the sad reverse of his fete, 
and thus dreadfully tried,' was passing toward the 
tamination of his earthly career, without the least 
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power of warding off the fatal blow, as Osmaii, hav- 
ing set the morning guards at the palace, and 
anxiously agitated for his friend's safety from his 
despair when they parted, was hastily riding toward 
his parent's abode, to saiiafy his perturbed spirits, 
when he found his progress impeded by a crowd, 
which he quickly perceived followed by the public 
executioners and the culprit. Turning with pain 
from the sight, he was clearing his way through, 
when a bound of his horse brought him in close 
contact with the prisoner about to suffer, whom, to 
his dismay and horror, he instantly recognized as 
Malek. The surprize for a moment overcame his 
senses. In this dreadful instant, he rode up to the 
executioner, already preparing to give the fatal 
stroke, they having stopped at the designated 
spot, and in frantic a^tation forbade the execution ; 
but the ministers of justice, not seeing in him any 
official commander, and supported by the prejudices 
of the crowd, who considered Malek as a murderer, 
were disposed to execute their fatal duties. 

" Malek, at this moment, lifting his eyes, recog- 
nized the faithful Osman, and making a gesture of 
affectionate farewell toward him, the touching ex- 
pression of his youthful countenance somewhat 
melted the spectators, which was increased by 
Osman's declaration, 'that he had passed the last 
night with him, and lie would testify to his inno- 
cence, requiring them to accompany him forthwith 
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to the catii,' This was at length consented to, and 
performed, to the great afitonishment and anger of 
that austere judge. Upon an assertion, however, m 
decidedly important as Osman's, he felt the oeces- 
aity of lending his attention, especially as he leamt 
also of Osman^a situation at the palace, and the 
exhausted and worn frame of Malek, after being 
bound, and twice paraded through the streets as a 
murderer, was again plat-ed before tlie seat of justice. 
If his eye and look wore a determined and lofty air, 
it was the mind alone which communicated the innate 
strength to support colourable accusations and foul 
stains of crime, more stinging than the death which 
they threatened. Alas ! his trials were protracted, 
not dispersed, by the interference of Osman, who, 
in his first exclamation of passing the night in 
Malek^s company, did not sufficiently reflect upon 
his inabihty to repeal his actual retreat within the 
palace, without exposing the whole circumstance to 
the knowledge of the caliph, and thereby drawing 
down upon them all inevitable destruction. Thepene- 
trating judge immediately noticed this fatal point, 
so unfavourable to Malek, and could not be prevailed 
upon to reverse his sentence, until Osman, whose 
mind was thrown into a paroxysm of despair, de- 
manded a respite of three days only, during which 
he pledged himself to produce the real offenders to 
the cadi ; and that judge, severe as he was, felt 
some emotion at the striking display of devoted 
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regard and friendship manifested by the two un- 
liappy beings before him. Indeed, Osman himself 
wondered at the strength of his sensations, when he 
reflected upon the short time wherein they had been 
mutuaUy known i but the singular chain of mis- 
fortunes, which had chequered Malek's career, had 
worked the effect of time, and combined with his 
engaging and sweet qualities of mind and person, 
and the natural interest which ingenuous youth 
ever creates, to form the strongest bond, inducing 
him to fearlessly risk his peace, nay, even his life, 
in the service of a being become so dear to him. 
These traits, reciprocally exhibited, worked (as 
genuine nature ever will do) even on the flinty 
heart of the cadi, who, though accustomed to scenes 
of distress, agreed to accord, in compliance with the 
impassioned entreaties of Osman, a respite of three 
days^ but solemnly recorded his resolve to' take 
Malek's life as the offender, if liis imiocence was 
not by, that time fully established. With the 
strictest charges to the jailors to guard his person 
safely, but to admit Osman freely to liis presence, 
Malek was then conducted to the prison, and placed 
in the strongest apartment. 

" When solitude and silence, combined with 
darkness, at length surrounded him, his mind fled 
involuntarily to the beauteous gardens and to Ze- 
lica, unaffected by the dangerous perils environing 
himself Thus passed the night, but as early as 



806 KABMATH. 

his duties at the palace on the ensuing day ad- 
mitted, Osman appeared, whose devoted attach- 
ment and trying exertions demanded his moflt 
serious care. He felt acutely the an:deties he was 
the cause of to his friend, and with sighs and tears 
they bemoaned the unhappy chance thus plunging 
them into such misery. Osman acquainted Makk 
at length with the recovery of Zdica, and of her 
determination to seclude herself on the plea of illness 
during the time that the caliph remained at the pa^ 
lace. Harun had not expressed his intention of stay, 
or the motives of his visit, hoping every hoiur would 
restore the health and sight of her he had fixed his 
aflRsctions upon; and Zobeide, penetrating his. 
thoughts, protracted time to give Malek the power 
to reappear, and concur in the flight of Zdica, 
which would relieve her from her rival. Osman 
dared not, however, to oonmnmicate to her the fatal 
obstacle which thus frustrated all their hopes, and 
bound Malek in fetters. Hearing all his stoiy, hk 
heart inflamed with rage at the malice of their 
mutual enemy, although quite unable to discover 
who he was,forthepersonofAdbal, and cause of his 
hate, were unknown to Osman as well as to Malek. 
The former had innocently thwarted his prospects, 
which were fixed on the ofiice in the guards, now 
held by himself, but to which Adbal was ncnni- 
nated, and would have been appointed, but for the 
interposition of the princess Zobeide, who de- 
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cidedly secured it for the son of her foster-sister. 
Adbal, naturally fierce and jealous, ever afterward 
bore to Osman tht most rancorous hatred, and 
smothering it awliile, he adopted some dangerous 
associations, wherein he was twice nearly discovered 
by the vigilance of Osman, who yet knew not the 
party against whom his watchfulness had been 
directed. Thus prepared to hate all who smiled 
on Osman, and workinf^ up hia mind to murder 
him in a mock combat, he viewed with intense rage 
and fury tlie casual interposition of Malek, and 
from henceforth, considering him, from his humble 
station, a mere spy or creature of Ostnan's, he en- 
tertained as great an enniity, mixed with contempt, 
against him, as against his original foe. All these 
cauiKS had worked unknown to Osman, who con- 
sequently was deeply disturbed at the insuperable 
difficulty of tracing this individual ; hia duties at 
the jjalace also, which were incessant during the 
residence there of Zobeide, occupied much of the 
hours he sought to devote to the purpose of the 
discovery ; and thus, in despite of every effort and 
exertion, the precious moments flew by without the 
promised result being attained, and Osman and 
Malek saw the three fatal days elapse, the extent 
of the boon of grace granted for Malek's forfeited 
life. The night, as their last, they resolved to 
pass together; and Malek, calm and resigned, 
sought to communicate his own fortitude to his 




friend, when, revertiiig to the horrid sight of the 
corpse, which he was accused of murdering, Malek 
inquired if any article of dress whatever was about 
the body ? ' None," Osman replied, ' but a plain 
handkerchief, or caftan, hastily supplied to staunch 
the stains of blood oozing through the sack.' This 
Malek expressed an anxiety to see, and found, from 
the guards, it was stiU retained in the custody of 
the jailor, who instantly brought it tobim. Malek, 
keenly and minutely examining its texture, was 
greatly astonished to find that it was his own, torn 
from him when in the power of the Djerdbamite 
Arabs, and connected with an incident in his 
paternal mansion, which rendered a mistake im- 
possible. No sooner had he, with emotion, excited 
by the recollections thus revived, acquainted Osman 
with the fact, than some important clue appeared 
supplied, by the eager voice in which he pressed 
Malek to repeat the events of the caravan, and the 
communications of the Arab to him as he was in 
the dress of the sheik's son. Catching at the hints 
respecting the khan of Gaza in the city, as soon 
as the day dawned, without particularizing his 
hopes or intentions, he flew to the residence of die 
cadi, acquainting him with the concealment of two 
Arabs, not merely the probable murderers, but the 
agents and parties of a horde who had infested 
their intercourse witli Syria, and other provinces, 
and whose extinction the caliph ardently desired. 
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Aroused to the most active exertions by the pro- 
spect of accompli shing a point so advantageous to 
his views on Harun's favour, long ere the streets 
were visited by the citizens, or the khans vrere 
opened, the officers had seized these persons, dressed 
as travellers from Haleb, and brought them before 
him. Being kept apart, and examined with the 
utmost acuteness, their consternation and surprize 
were extreme to find their Arab extraction known, 
and also hints thrown out of their accomplice having 
fully made every discovery. Totally ignorant of 
Malek's escape or existence, or of any accomplice or 
channel but Adbal, while they obstinately refused 
every communication as to their identity, in the first 
fury of their minds, they imprecated every curse on 
Adbal by name. But soon relapsing into the most 
positive silene«, they declared their ignorance of 
the charge, and sought to connect the name they 
had uttered with some foe at Haleb; they were, 
however, in the hands of one, too accustomed to 
trace the subtleties and crimes of the human heart, 
and too earnest to substantiate a claim to the caliph's 
favour, to be hastily thrown oflF his object. Re- 
manding them apart to prison, he also directed the 
suspension of Malek's fate for a few hours, while he 
prepared to search the vast population of Bagdad 
for the individual thus brought to his notice; long 
and fruitlessly might he have used his accustomed 
measures, but the minuter incidents, which man ig- 
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norantly terms fortune, here evolved a discovery so 
important to the persecuted Mdek^s existence. 
As the cadi was leaving the court, a chiaous of the 
police solicited permission to le^ve the city, and 
join an intimate friend to a wedding, the parties of 
which were unknoTvn to him^ and residing in the 
suburbs of Bagdad, whereby he craved a remisskm 
of the cadi's orders until the morrow ; his chief 
long hesitated on the request, but at length exhort- 
ing him to additional exertion after his festivities 
were over, he obtained the desired permission, and 
with joy exchanged the laborious duties justice 
requires of her servitors, for the fresh and balmy 
gales of the gardens, and the happiness of the 
nuptial banquet. The parties were betrothed, and 
returned to their joyous abode, the musicians struck 
up their most cheerfid and congratulatory strains, 
and the intimate friends advanced to salute them by 
name, when, to the astonishment of the chiaous, he 
heard the bridegroom addressed as Adbal ! It re^ 
quired that habitual control which practice and 
necessity engenders among the followers of justice, 
to conceal the extreme emotion which seized him, 
as thus he saw, by the strangest accident, the 
person so important to be discovered thus revealed 
to his knowledge. Commanding himself so far as 
to pay the necessary compliments,' he beckoned his 
friend apart, whom he had not hitherto seen, and 
artfully questioned him respecting Adbal. He 
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found that his hfe was utterly unknown to him, 
but his present bride had long been the partner of 
a merchant, well known and respected hy him, 
whose sudden death lea^-ing her in poasesajon of all 
his wealth, she had immediately supplied his place 
with her present choice, who was hia most intimate 
associate ; to those of his friends who remonstrated 
gainst the hastiness of their espousals, she alleged 
the great danger and weight of charge of such 
mercantile importance revolving, with her utter 
helplessness and inexperience. Thus armed with 
all the friend knew, he hastily withdrew, under plea 
of indisposition, and flew to the cadi, whom he 
overjoyed with a circumstantial detail of his disco- 
veries; too soon was the banquet of joy overclouded, 
and the armed guards surrounding the assembly 
excited universal dismay. By the strict commands 
of the judge, Adbal and his new partner were 
carefully separated, as well as many of their slaves, 
and all were strictly |2;iiarded until the approaching 
morn ; but long ere that period arrived, the active 
judge, ascertaining the place of burial of the 
deceased merchant, and opening the tomb, had de- 
monstrated the absence of any human corpse, a 
figure of wood carefully wrapped being supplied, 
riejjarated from the artfid Adbal, promised her 
own life, and trembling under a sense of detected 
guilt, and a fear how fully her vice hail been dis- 
covered, the wretched woman sought, by the most 
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ample exposure, to secure her own safely. Her 
uiltj details too dearly explained the atrocity of 
Adbal, and the innocence of Malek, for <loubt to 
exist any longer in the mind of the judge, and a 
summons sent to Osman, prepared him to meet the 
cadi in the morning, he, by his necessary absence at 
the palate, being as yet unacquainted with the 
favourable turn which had taken place. The coq- 
feasions, most secretly guarded by the cadi, amply 
proved that Adbal, enraged at his disappointment 
in life, had enticed the merchant into a secret cor- 
respondence with the bands of Arabs infesting the 
deserts around, to whom they imparted the move- 
ments of parties and caravans of wealth and im- 
portance, for pillage, a part of which was trans- 
mitted to Bagdad, and disposed of in mercantile ex- 
change, being always the stores not there rec<^- 
nizabte. This system had procured them great 
wealth, and also Malek's party had l)ecome their 
prey, their stores being in part transferred to the 
merchant's wares, from the proximity of the attack 
to the city. This last atrocious act, however, laid 
the foundation of their ruin, in the dissensions 
caused by its partition, amid which struggles the 
merchant, closely watching Adbal, considered him- 
self dishonoured by his intercourse with the favourite 
and first of his wives, and stimg with remorse for 
the course of life he had followed, he meditated only 
how he coidd safely retire trom his daagtrous 
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plans. Amid these cogitatiini)*, Adbol, having his 
passions inflamed by the hatred he fostered against 
Osman and Malek, perplexed at the character of 
their friendship, and the disparity of their stations, 
fancying from the Arab disguise of Malek that he 
knew his practices of treachery; acquainted with the 
merchart'sdiscovery of his baseness, from the suborn- 
ation of his slaves, thus urged on every side to some 
desperate step, Adbal ventured on the murder of his 
former friend, hoping, through the guilty league 
between himself and the merchant's wife, to acquire 
the power of removing all the riches and plunder he 
coveted by the vessel and aid of Baherim to 
Ormui!. It was a triumph beyond his highest 
hopes, when the sudden rencontre of Malek had 
thus also furnished tlie means of rendering the body 
of his accomplice the source of his enemy's destruc- 
tion ; the progress of the event had been secretly 
but carefully watched by his emissaries, and in the 
pride of his heart he resolved on consummating the 
guilty nuptials, which secured his triumph, and 
placed him in possession of the wealth which he 
sought, on the very instant when he calculated that, 
in pursuance of his pubUc sentence, Malek's blood 
would flow under the sword of the law. 

" Nothing in the course of human events could 
arrest these consequences as far as man could 
judge, when the setting sun on the preceding eve, 
apparently, to the eye of Malek, for its last time, 
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drew the covering of darkness over, all sublunary 
things ; hopeless of any discovery arising to dear 
his name, he viewed the eager animation of Osman,' 
and even the notification of the jailor, that he had 
yet another day of life, more as a means of piolcxig- 
ing his torture, than as a prospect of deliverance. 
The great trials he had undergojie, while thiey had 
not destroyed the power of endurance, had clouded 
his spring of hope, especially as he thought of 
Zelica, and he lurged to his friend the entire ruin 
which must flow from his unhappy detention. 
Osman owned that the distressing delay had con- 
verted Zelica's feigned malady into real disease, and 
that it would require a rest on her part even if 
he proved his innocence. Thus came the morn- 
ing the cadi appointed, the hall was filled^ the 
officers of justice around, the various discoveries 
reserved in the mind of the judge ; Malek pale, but 
firm and collected, was led in, followed by the 
agitated Osman, whom the cadi required, in sol^nn 
and impressive accents, to redeem his pledge, unless 
he admitted the justice of his friend'^s sentence. 
Speechless and in agony Osman awaited the next 
word, when, the cadi clapping his hands, Adbal 
was brought in, and coniBronted with the friaids: 
Malek energetically throwing off the cloud of guilt 
which had so heavily overwhelmed him, eager to vin- 
dicate himself face to face, protested ^ that he should 
die in peace, now Providence had put before him 
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the base cause of his dishonour, and furnished 
the prospect of proving his innocence.' At a 
rencontre so unforeseen, it was impossible to say who 
evinced most surprize, Adbal or Malek, but the 
manner of each was decidedly in favour of the 
latter, while boldly he laid open the various wiles 
whereby he had been entangled, Adhal's confusion 
at first was apparent, but it gradually yielded to a 
character of malice and unmingled hate, lighted by 
a lurking exultation, as he marked that no positive 
proofe backed the shrewd conjecture; of Malek. 
But short was his triumph, when the judge, taking 
the thread of narrative which Malek concluded, 
turning towards him with indignation in his eyes, 
exclaimed — ' Treacherous murderer as thou art,- 
the grave itself shall give up her dead to convict 
thee,' and on a signal made the chest and fictitious 
body were brought forward, and his crime fully 
established. Who can describe the inward pangs 
of guilt and rage with which Adbal was agonized, 
as he saw this unexpecteil and extraordinary change, 
and himself delivered into the hands of the execu- 
tioner, to undergo the death he had prepared for 
Malek, Overwhelmed at the catastrophe, he 
trembled ; until, hearing the judge order the libera- 
tion of his victim, and witnessing the pure ecstasy 
of the friends as they flew toward each other, he 
became filled with rage, and his eyes glaring as if 
their malign beams could blast them, he exclaimed 
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— ' Exult, exult ! Hhort hours of joy, the cloud 
gathers — ' more he would have uttered, but the 
death he so richly merited hovered over him, and 
the sword descending, poured forth his guilty 
blood, as his severed head fell on tlie marble 
pavement. 

As AshrefF reached this point of his narrative, he 
gently laid his arm on Jam! listening with int«ise 
interest to the involved destinies of his brother, and 
pointed to the scene so beauteous before them ; no 
display of nature cuuld more completely have 
varied its aspect, the sky was hidden by piles on 
piles of heavy dense clouds, which appeared resting 
upon the bosom of the waters, and coloured of a 
burning red, intermised with streaks of sooty dark- 
ness ; the lake heaved and swelled in sullen ridges, 
and a silence deep and jjortentous brooded over all, 
save a hollow shrill murmur occasionally sounding 
from the woods, as if to warn man of the storm; 
the rainbow had departed from the fountain, and 
its waters, instead of lulUng by thdr melody, fell in 
sullen splashes u]xin the ear, in sounds mournful 
and dreary. The vizier's eye met Jaml's, as he 
gazed on these signs of desolation — " Such, Jami, 
partner of my destiny, such are the few but eventful 
incidents which cloud tlie earthly existence of my 
ill-starred brother ! Soothing lias l»en the hours 
thus given to his fate and you, soon will the 
business of government call us away to other s 
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and to our own trials, while, amid their vicissitudes, 
the quiet of these groves, and the sympathy of Jaint 
will rest numbered amwig my blessings." 

They parted for the pavilion, which soon rocked 
lo the fierceness of the tempest, the spirit of the 
dread and giant Himmaleh appeared to let loose 
all his ministers of lightning and storm, the thunders 
roared, so that the feeble buildings of man shook as 
the slender reed, the loftiest trees bowed their 
heads to the fury of the blast, which swayed them, 
as the dry stubble of the field, while the solemn 
darkness of the night added its appalling covert to 
the scene ; but at length these signs of angry na^ 
ture died away, day peered forth from the £ast, 
and the radiant sun spreading his glad beams over 
tree and shrub, drooping froiji the storm, appeared 
to renovate and gem their branches with clustering 
^amonds, they reared their languid heads, and ex- 
haled forth on the loaded air fragrance and sweet- 
ness, redolent of every joy and balm to the gratified 
sense of animal and of man. The slender antelope 
of the mountains brushed off, as he bounded rapidly 
along, the morning dews ; the fameti goats of Kash- 
meer browsed delighted upon the sweetness of open- 
ing mom ; chiefly the grateful heart of Jam! lifted 
itself in thankfulness, as he penetrated these bowery 
shades. " Wliat," he murmured to himself, 
" what if my fate is dark and mysterious ! and this 
becomes a pause lent my being, to arm me for some 
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fierce overpowering trial? Abide but equably its 
bowling and its threats, and, even as the tempest of 
the night, a mom will follow of brightness inex- 
jwesaJbie." Thus exercising his thoughts on na- 
ture's lessons, and her delightful sympathies, he was 
found by tlie vizier's slave, who reminded him of 
the appointed hour of their meeting in the iiiosk. 

Ashreff welcomed him with a smile, and thus, to 
his eager entreaties, renewed his narrative : 

" As soon as the juat sentence of the cadi had 
beea executed, he pronounced the conjiscation rf 
tJie effects of the merchant, allotting an an^Je 
portion to Malek, also freed from Masoud, by his 
.Ijletanuined renunciation of himin^ehourof pedl| 
so that apparently he hod regained all whi^ mu- 
foitune had deprived him of, evea liberty mi 
wealth. As he joyfully left the court, he was toao 
surrounded by all the merchants of his quarttr, 
who, attracted by the singularity of hisadventuxa^ 
and estimating his good conduct and smidble 
qualities, were solicitous to join him to their soib- 
ptmy and commercial plans ; the way to quicd^ to 
repose and riches, lay open, but Malek's sotd vm 
engrossed by one all-pervading passion, and mt£ 
only, his love for the beauteous Zelica, and od this 
poist alone did his heart now rest, as he hastened 
to the dwelling of Walid, the fatlier of Osman, 
f^ned to receive him ; here he could amverae 
witJi OsQian's mother upon his passion, here he 
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could receive titlings of her as often as his friend 
could absent himself from the orders of Zobeide. 
One feeling also at times intermixed itself likewise 
in his bosom of an angry nature, his resolve to re- 
taliate upon the Arabs of the Djerdhamite tribe the 
multiplied troubles and dangers they had brought 
upon him ; aware, from the link supplied to his 
sagacity in the detection of Adhal, that they had 
been associated with his plans, he devoted those 
hours not passed in thoughts of Zelica, to visit the 
khans, and try to ascertain the secret link of their 
practices and intrigues. All he could leam at the 
khan of Gaza, amounted merely to the fact, that 
two Arabs had been conveyed away, and that no- 
diing more was known of their fate; he diligently 
inquired if the midnight murder of the merchant, 
and the detection of Adbal, had been reported, as 
was usualj to the caliph, and finding that the whole 
affair was hushed in the deepest silence, he revolved 
the idea, that the guilt and treachery of the Arabs 
was in private repaid to the cadi, from the immense 
plunder and spoils uf the caravan, an impression not 
a little strengthened in his mind by the harsh hasti- 
oeBs of the sentence against himsell', and the refusal 
to admit the testimony he bore against the real mur- 
derers. These prejudices and conclusions rankled 
his mind, even while pursuing intently the course of 
hie hopes to extricate Zelica from the caliph's 
psUce, and to fly with her to Persia. Ofiman also 
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was now seldom at his parents, the necessity for his 
a^t^tulance at the palace being most urgent. Zelica 
[he reported as well acquainted with Malek's wel- 
fare, and ardour, and revived by his release, she was 
gradually regaining her lost bloom and health; at- 
tended by his own physician, and ardently watched 
by Harun al Raschid, she carefully secluded her- 
self, to catch any moments of relaxed vigilance to 
effect her flight. Zobeide and Zemroude also 
attentively waited to seize the most favourable 
instant, but incautious precipitancy would involve 
all in certain destruction. What a task for youth, 
boiling impetuous youth, thus to linger along daj 
by day, excited by such powerful passions, tortured 
by such pangs of jealousy, the fair one he so pas- 
sionately loved in the palace and the power of the 
greatest of monarchs ; as he tliought on Harun, 
and on liis passion, his uncontrolled power, and 
violent desires, he trembled with excess of agony, 
until he could scarcely restrain himself from rushing 
to the palace, claiming Zelica, and dying at her 
feet. Hours he would pass in framing some dis- 
guise, whereby he might approach the caliph, and, 
as he thought, satisfy his eyes that he was not with 
ZelicB. Til us passed idong several lingering 
mournful days, the latter ones more exasperating to 
Malek, because he had missed also the converse of 
Osman. One morning he had thrown on his 
cloak to bury himself amid the shades of the g 
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more than ever his favourite resort, when the ve- 
nerable Walid stopped his intention, by announcing 
tile receipt of a despatch from his old and opulent 
correspondent at Bassora, which would instantly 
take him to that city. His preparations were 
rapidly made, but he was exhorted to await another 
day to first consult with Osman ; the old man, 
however, stated so many reasons furnished by the 
letter for his sudden journey, as to decide him on 
instantly departing without his son, whom otherwise 
he should have taken with his escort. Malek felt 
himself, in the absence of Osman, called upon to 
perform those acts of aid and assistance which age 
requires, and to receive those charges of confidence 
and trust which the son wuuld have undertaken. 
These detailed, the treasure for purchases loaded on 
the camels, all the propitious wishes uttered, and 
the last things always so painful at length per- 
formed, Walid mounted his camel, and with his 
slaves left the city of Bagdad. 

" Malek sought by liis affectionate caresses and 
attentions, to sooth the consort's sorrow fiir her 
husband's sudden absence and journey, and having 
successfully dried her tears, he resumed iiis resolve 
of visiting the gardens, throwing on his cloak, and 
again proceeding towards them; here, reposing in the 
amphitheatre of cedars, and gazing on the aquatic 
fowl in full security, fishing in the ample basin, or 
■clustering around their sed^ nests, as the evening 
p5 
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warned them to repose, he lay weaving together the 
most dangerous and chinterical plans of penetrating 
to the presence of the caliph, and of rescuing 
' Zelica. He blanied himself for what he fancied to 
be listlessness and inacti^-ity in the process of her 
deliverance, and ventured on the desperate resolve 
of forcing his way to the presence on the ensuing 
mom, by some stratagem, at every hazard ; stung 
by these thoughts, he spnmg on his feet, and invo- 
luntarily took the same path through the garden 
as when following the footsteps of Adhal — * De- 
ceiver,'' he uttered, ' death has justly reached thee,' 
as passing through the low door, he saw befwe 
him the broad Tigris, and his arm rested as he 
spoke on a comer of the tomb adjoining the Mosque 
of Tears. The words were just uttered from his 
lips, when the sound, death ! as if eclioed from the 
adjoining sepulchre, fell on his astonished and 
startled senses ; he looked quickly around, hut no 
form was ^-isible, and audibly as it had filled his 
hearing, he supposed it imaginary, and flowing 
from the highly excited frame of his feelings ; fixing 
therefore his eyes on the stream, he considered the 
scene lying before him. Chiefly the rapid river, 
ancient of streams, renowned in the world's history, 
its g^^nd and sweeping course came smoothly by, 
regardless of the wails or joy which sounded from 
its gaily bustling shores ; far along its Imnks spread 
gordais, palaces, and buildings, the boast and 



pride of Bagdad, which also bestrode the stream 
with many a bridge ; the lium and murmur of her 
streets floated on the air, and was pensively ton- 
trasted with the deep aolitude and silence of this 
spot, distinguished by * mosque, as its name im- 
plied, the memorial of grief and of tears ; the moon, 
nearly at her full, struggled through cumbrous 
masses of clouds, which occasionally obscured and 
entirely shrouded her beams, until again sailing 
in the pure expanse, she poured her bright rays on 
all around; his spirits, at one moment wound up by 
some powerful impulse to a violent effort, now gra- 
dually subsided, and experienced a rapid revulsion 
as he gazed on all around, and those hasty dreams, 
youth thoiightlessly weaves, became tinged by the 
sombre tone of the hour and scene. It was in this 
feeling and pause that Maiek heard his name uttered 
twice in loud and jienetrating tones, and gazing 
eagerly toward the spot, the tomb of the mosque, 
he saw gradually arise from behind its shade a form, 
which he instantaneously recognised as the visitant 
of the desert, whose extraordinary interposition 
saved his life, wlien ho was already on the point of 
being destroyed by the cruelty of the Arab sheik; 
as then, his brows were txtund by a crimson 
Kashmeer shawl, and his whole form, of command- 
ing height, was enveloped in a dark brown robe, 
girt to his waist by a sash of varied dyes. Approach- 
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ing the youth, who involuntarily shuddered at his 
withering gaze : 

*^ * Malek ! Malek !' he repeated, * wherefore on 
these shores? darkly are the snares of fate closing 
around, thy feet are even in the toils, one moment^s 
pause is given, and I, the harbinger of safety in the 
desert, am now the warning voice to preserve thee 
from the ruin of thy passions r 

" * What wouldst thou ? what is thy errand ? 
Alas! I know thee too well,' Malek falteringly 
articulated, as the form, fastening on him the same 
look as had appalled the blood-thirsty Arab, replied : 

" * To save thee from thy passions : fly from 
this spot instantly ! at the gate of Habid, the feet 
are ready which w^l bear thee to Kashmeer and to 
grandeur; reject this offer and remain here, and 
thy death is certain — and sudden as certain.' 

" * Wherefore fly F he exclaimed ; * whence these 
terrors with which you threaten me V 

" * Rash boy/ he exclaimed, ^ wouldst thou ask 
the tiger why he springs on his devoted prey? 
then question revenge why he follows as his shadow 
the victim — enough that the warning is given to 
thy ear — choose, even now the moments of deliberc* 
tion speed fast away. Look on yon bittern seated 
amid the sedgy bank of the stream, he meditates 
his fatal plunge, and in a moment will disappear 
from our eyes; pass these few fleeting instants 
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obdurate and unshaken, and the opportunity of 
choice is passed away.' 

" Malek, as he uttered the words, looked trem- 
blingly on the bird, revealed clearly in the moon- 
beams, silvered by its rays, and evidently, erect and 
intent, preparing to seize his prey. He felt his heart 
overawed and agonized, when sparkles refracted on 
the horizon marked in the distance the blazing 
splendour of the caliph's abode, the sight of which 
decided his resolves. 

" ' Leave Zelica !' he exclaimed — ' no, never !' 
" Before the sounds had wholly passed his lips, 
the bcx>ming cry of the bittern resounded on his 
ear, the moon dropped into a dense and dark cloud, 
and Malek, looking eagerly around, perceived that 
he was alone, and no appearance remained of the 
terrible figure who so lately had been talking with 
him. Exhausted by his conflict, and the dreadfid 
terrors awakened within him by the luxury and 
gay splendour of the distant palace, he reposed 
himself for a few short instants on the turf, during 
which he resolved to hasten back to the abode of 
Walid, anxiously hoping that he might attain some 
communication from Osnian soothing to his heart ; 
he pensively left the gardens, and repaired to the 
quarter, which he found in the greatest bustle and 
agitation, and, long ere he reached the doors, he 
learned that Walid had been met by some predatory 
Arabs and murdered, who also had vigilantly 
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sought for his son. During the struggle^ whidi 
was not very distant from the city, owing to their 
tardy progress, two slaves, seizing a camel, widi 
the yet warm and bleeding body of their master, 
had retraced their steps, hoping his wounds' might 
not be mortal. The appearance of the body of 
Walid, and the lamentations of the slaves, had ex- 
cited the utmost consternation and uproar in the 
quarter when Malek appeared, and his first inquiry 
was for his friend Osman; being then told he had 
been sought for at the palace, but could not be 
found, he therefore gave the requisite directions 
that the body should be prepared for interment, and 
weeping at the sight of him, mangled and motion- 
less, whom a few hoiu^ only before he had parted 
with in full life and health, and busy with the hopes 
and cares of mortality, he vowed to pursue, with 
every means and effort, the punishment of his nmr- 
derers. Interrogating the slaves closely and 
minutely, he felt a conviction that the assassins 
were of the Djerdamite tribe, and the idea shot 
through his brain like lightning, as Malek carefully 
extracted some expressions of the Arabs, which 
the slaves had overheard as tfiey were perpetrating 
their bloody purpose, that they had hoped to 
have also seized and destroyed Osman, his friend. 
As he paced the court where, on a couch, the body 
of Walid was placed, his mind heated and inflamed 
by the conflicting feelings of the day, irritated and 
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alarmed at the non-appearance of Osman, worked 
up to the most infuriated rage against the Djerd- 
amite tribe, and desperate to see the caliph, he re- 
solved to take the first appearance of day to resort 
to his court of audience, where he usually adminis- 
tered justice, to state his own wrongs, and his 
friend's, from the Arab murderers, whereby he 
should gratify the angry sentiments of hia heart, 
avenge the death of Osman's father, and perchance 
learn somewhat of Zelica ; thus brooding impa- 
tiently over hia present schemes, the awful warning 
forgotten, in the sad event since fallen upon those he 
valued, he passed the hours of the night in visions 
troubled and disturbed by the various agitations 
which preceded his short period of reflection, ere 
the time arrived for approaching the caliph's 
presence. 

Malek felt the hour was fraught with all those 
important consequences which would be decisive 
of his future fate; the revolving incidents of his own 
inquiries about the Arabs, the efforts to expedite 
the flight of Zelica, the suspicions he felt and ut- 
tered against the cadi, these progressively operating 
must have brought his desires and his plans to a 
crisis in a very short period, had he not resolved to 
place all upon one throw, and, by rushing into the 
presence of Harfln al Raschitl, to try and decide 
his fate. Impatiently therefore he arrayed himself 
in the vestures of mouruing, and hastened to the 
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palace of paintings ; the house of sorrow was hushed, 
and the wails and plaints of the night had ceased; 
he deeply felt the anguish he should impart to his 
friend, and arriving at the palace, where he found 
an unusual vigilance and reserve, Osman, he was 
informed, was absent probably for the day, and the 
Commander of the Faithful had removed his court 
to his palace in the centreof Bagdad. Alarmedat 
these appearances, and the more so at the unex- 
pected movement of the caliph, nothing would 
satisfy his mind but that the fair Zelica was also 
conveyed thither, to escape the penetration and 
jealousy of Zobeide; no sooner had this stinging 
reflection seized possession of his mind, than, frantic 
with apprehension, he flew to the great square, and 
hasting to the palace gates, he passed through the 
courts lined with the guards, and s)iimng with the 
pomp of the great vicegerent of the prophet ; re- 
gardless of all, Malek still went forward, until, 
entering the hall of audience, he beheld the caliph 
on his throne, surroimded by his viziers and emirs, 
with thie muftis and cadisstandingbefore him, and the 
vast hall itself encircled by the armed guards and 
slaves of this potent monarch, ready to carry into 
execution every expression of his will. His magnifi- 
cent throne was eclipsed by the grandeur of his own 
person, his robes glittered with rubies and the most 
costly gems, satisfaction and complacency sat on his 
brow, as leaning toward his favourite and vizi^ , 
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the illustrious Barmecide Giafar, he was evidently 
hearkening with pleasure to his report, which he 
read from a written paper ; many suitors already 
in tlie hall awaited in respectful silence the op- 
portunity of offering their petitions, through whom 
Malek impetuously rushing, prostrated himself in 
front of the caliph's throne, imploring justice for a 
foul murder. Surprized at the manner as well as the 
sntemiption, Hari'm made him a signal to rise 
and enter on his case. His mind relieved from 
its worst fear for Zelica, even by the ca]m de- 
meanour and complacency of the prince, Malek 
arose in youthful grace and energy to plead his 
cause, attracting universal sympathy as he detailed 
the character and death of Walid. Harun's coun- 
tenance became clouded, as he noticed that the 
grand judge's report had not remarked on this 
outrage of the laws ; turning to Giafar, with a severe 
look, he demanded ' how justice was administered 
within his capital, that so heinous a crime was not 
brought before the throne ?' Giafar, pleading ig- 
norance, referred to the grand judge, who, terrifietl 
at the caliph's anger, exculpated himself at the ex- 
pense of the cadi of the (|uarter and square of 
AmrCi, in whose jurisdiction the offence was in- 
cluded, and at whose particular request it was 
concealed. Filled with indignation at the circum- 
htance, Hanm, with a frown, whispered the vizier, 
who instantly sent a party for the offending cadi ; 
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meanwhile, turning to Malek, who saw with joy the 
favourable sentiments he inspired, Harun eulogized 
the warmth of friendship which thus led him to the 
throne, and greatly struck by the symmetry and 
beauty of his person, as well as the intelligence of 
his features, he in the most gracious manner entered 
upon his name and parentage, and had just heard 
the incident of Adbal's malice, and the dead body 
found in the square of Amrii, which added fuel to 
his impetuous anger, Malek also was about pro- 
ceeding to the recital of the plunder of the caravan, 
and his danger in the desert, when a slave entering, 
presented to Malek secretly, a note, which threw 
him into transports of surprize and confusion; it 
was borne by a slave of Walid's, and contained 
<mly tiie few words, ' Zelicaisfled.' Tbissurjwize 
bCTeft him of all judgment, standing before the 
jHince entangled in his own web, at the very mo- 
ment when fortune had prepared for him the prize 
he deemed inestimable. 

" Nothing could have prevented his discovering 
himself, but, happily for his safety, the caliph's notice 
was at this moment attracted towards the cadi, who 
entered the presence, with a mien erect and aelf-com- 
posed, as secure in conscious right ; giving the full 
reins to his anger, Harun exclaimed — 'Audacious 
man i is it thus that thou traflicest with the lives of 
my subjects, mid conceal the corrupt dealings of 
thy court ? Were it only for the criminal conceal- 
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ment thou hast presumed to maintain of these atro- 
cious murders, agmnst my sovereign command, I 
pronounce thj deposition; tremble at the conse- 
quences, for, unless thou canst clear thyself of much 
more suspicion, thy forfeit life may follow." 

" ' Sovereign of the world,' the cadi meekly, but 
firmly replied, ' be thy will fulfilled on thy slave, 
but, as justice is thy delight, who is my accuser ?' 
The prince, pointing to Malek, who was instantly 
recognized by the cadi, could not at the same time 
avoid noticing the contemptuous smile with which 
the judge regarded him. ,An attentive observer of 
mankind, and keen and accurate in his observations, 
Horun augured very unfavouraUj of the manifest 
confusion now visible in the hapless youth's manner, 
and the incoherent language wherewith he repeated 
his accusations, for, tortured on the rack of impsi- 
tience and agony, worlds would Malek have given 
to have retracted every word he had uttered, and 
to have retreated from the awful situation wherein 
he stood ; but Harun, justly irritated, made a sign 
to watch his movements, while the cadi, eying him 
with a look of hate, and prostrating himself befOTe 
the throne, replied — ' May all thy enemies, O caliph l 
be as- those whom a few passing instants' will offer 
to thy justice, and the false being before thee 
abusing thy goodness,' He then proceeded to nar- 
rate his earnest endeavours to seek out some clue, 
or means of diacOTerj, against the wandering hordes 
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of Arabs, especially theDjerdhamites, the scourge of 
Bagdml ; also that, when nearly ascertaining theirre- 
treat, the act of Adbal placed two of the band in his 
power. At first he judged the informer, Malek, to 
be a promoter of justice against them, but one of 
these Arabs deposed to his wearing their habiliments 
in the streets of Bagdad ; watching, tlierefore, nar- 
rowly his ways, and suppressing every hint of their 
connexion nith Adbal, the cadi' so accurately traced 
and watched their movements, that he had gained 
the clue of their appearance between Bassora and 
Bagdad,and had, under colour of a caravan to attract 
lheirrapacity,9ecuredthedreadedlcaderand his chief 
comrades, who would instantly be brought before his 
throne. To extirpate this band of robbers, which the 
most jealous secrecy alone could acheive, gladly the 
cadi said he had exposed himself to his sovereign's 
wrath ; ' but what treachery,' he added, ' could equal 
thatbeing's baseness, who, if aDjerdhamite,residedin 
WaJid's house, and led him forth to perish by the 
murderous band.' Malek, aroused to his danger, 
was alwut encountering the flashing glances of the 
caliph on this new turn of the charge, when the hall 
rung with the entrance of twenty captives of the 
Djerdhamite Arabs, lieatled by Korrah in chains, es- 
corted by the cadi's officers ; and the caliph, in a 
voice of thunder, commanded Malek to be plat^ 
opposite, and confronting them, the deadly glances 
from Korrah's blackening brow convinced him of « 



EARMATH. 



former knowledge existing between tliem. Malek 
was imploring anew the caliph's goodness to suspend 
his judgment, and hear his vindication, when the 
favourite slave, Mesrour, entering the hall, impa^ 
tiently, and in the greatest agitation, approaching the 
throne, whispered a few words in Harijn's ear, which 
had the most powerful effect ; his whole frame 
tremble^, and seating himself, and making a signal 
for the ministers of justice to be ready, he cast a 
frown around the divan, which made all the mem- 
bers thereof, nay, even the friend of his heart, trem- 
ble. ' Vile wretches !' be exclaimed, casting his 
eyes on the Arabs, especially on Korraii, ' for a few 
moments only shall thy guilty blood flow in thy 
veins; be ready,' be signed to the executioner; 'and 
thou,' he addressed the stupified and overwhelmed 
Malek, 'if thou canst. not clear thy contact with 
these robbers, thou shall share their fate.' 

"At this terrible moment the long forgotten pre- 
diction in the desert, that the same hour would 
terminate, by a violent death, his own days, and 
the existence of Korrali and his race, fell on his 
senses as a spell, paralyzing his powers ; especially 
as Eorrah, aware that no possible rescue or de- 
liverance could avail himself and his followers, and 
feeling all his rage and fury for the death of his son 
rekindle at the sight of Malek, perceiving that the 
caliph considered , him as of their band, instantly 
resolved to favour the delusion, trusting that his 
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anger would act upon the suggestion* Soliciting^ 
therefore, an instanf s respite, as if to disburden Iii» 
mind of a heavy weight, Malek, with horror, heard 
him detail the complicated treasons of Adbal, and 
maliciously apply them to his person. 

Struck down, but not destroyed — overpowered, 
but not appalled — Malek, who had gradually re- 
gained his texture of soul, so fatally deranged by 
the tidings of Zelica^s flight, now recalled som^ 
degree of the caliph's impartial feeling toward him, 
by the towering crest and flashing eye with which be 
entered upon the refutation of Korrah's malignant 
falsehoods. He was evidently successful, when an 
obscure individual, pressing forward through the 
crowd, deposed to his being a slave of the merchant 
Masoud, and of himself seeing him wear the Djerd- 
hamite Arab dress in the square of Anu*u. Tbis' 
unfortunate interruption renewing the anger of 
Harun ^ Raschid, messengers were despatdhed for 
Masoud, with orders to search his dwelling ; while, 
at a sign given, two slaves seizing and examinii^ 
Malek, they quickly found, and handed to the 
caliph, the fatal note recently given to him of 
Zdica's escape, the subject of Mesrour's communi- 
cation. The violent agitations it created added 
fresh fierceness to the calipVs stem and savage 
temper. 

As soon as his eye glanced over its contaits, 
he saw a confirmation of his suspicions in the faUaii 
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look, and firm, yet mute collectedness of the unhappy 
being standing before him, now indeed crushed 
down benc?ath the repeated atrokesof fate. Bursting 
into a paroxysm of rage, he commanded the exe- 
cutioner to bind and behead him instantly. The 
passions of Harun, always violent and hasty, 
were, by this accumulation of provocations, worked 
up to the highest point ; yet even his heart, seared 
as it was in its bursts of rage against emotions of 
pity, smote him with some misgivings, as he saw 
the youth of Malek, who, sensible of his now inex- 
cusable crime in HarOn's eyes, and aware of his 
hopeless situation, magnanimously prepared himself 
for death; too well convinced that, however he 
might clear away the foul calumnies of Korrah, or 
explain the unfounded suspicions of the cadi, he 
could never justify himself on the part of Zelica. 
Dreading that he might utter some expressions 
involving the being of his affections and the friend 
of his heart in his hapless fate, seaUng his lips in 
perfect silence (and, in this crisis of his destiny, re- 
gaining his self-control by the very extremity of his 
peril), throwing off" his cloak, his noble countenance 
shining in the magnanimity of lofty resolve as he 
stood prepared to receive the fatal stroke of death ; 
a thrill of pity and regard pervaded all present — 
all but tlie last fatal witness, who, being the iden- 
tical Arab who had accosted Malek in the square, 
viewed him with abhorrence as the ruin and down- 



fal of his tribp, and the savage Korrah, who 
thirsted to see his blood shed as the murderer of his 
toa. 

" All prepared, and the signal only reraaining, 
deep and thrilling silence fell on all, as Malek, 
with cheek unblanehed, endured the delay of these 
awful minutes ! for, Harun, who felt aii unknown 
sentiment and desire to spare his life creep over 
him. withheld the sign, while he awaited the 
return of the emissaries sent to search the dwelling 
of Masoud, and all the spectators around, in 
breathless impatience, watched the event. At this 
moment the slave, entering the hall, held aloft the 
garments of the young Arab ; and Harun al Ras- 
chid no axiner cast his eyes upon the fatal habili- 
ments, than, motioning with his arm, the hapless 
Malek received the blow of death, and sunk a 
headless corpse on the blood-stained pavement, 

" Short were the instants that elapsed ere that 
justification arrived of his purity and worth which 
his own loftiness had disdained to offer. At the 
Tery instant of Harun's anger, Walid's slave, see- 
ing the danger of Malek, and revering him for his 
mild virtues, flew to the retreat of Zelica and 
Osman, abruptly acquainting them with his fears. 
Agonized by the deepest dread of the caliph's 
anger, and fearing for his life, they flew to confess, 
and implore his clemency^ and at the instant the 
Eatalfalow was given, a great noise, proclaiming ti 
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Kpproa;:h of some persons to the lliroiie, llie crowd 
opened, and /elica, followed by Osman and Masoud, 
appeared. Harim, in fury at the sight, started as 
they prostrated themselves before him; but Zelica 
had no sooner, on arising, glanced the bloody scene, 
and the features of Malek fixed in death, than, 
uttering a piercing shriek, she sunk by his prostrate 
form. Witli vehement gestures, marked by a sense of 
intense misery, Osman recorded the noble character 
and innocence of his friend ; and Masoud detailing 
his courage and sufferings in the desert, revealed 
the just death of the young Arab, and the cause of 
the fatal concealment of the dress. The caliph 
listened with a sombre and gloomy air, gazing on 
the pale features of Zelica, as, waving his hand, he 
directed the Arabs, with the vengeful Korrah, to be 
removed into the outer court, and there to undergo 
his sentence, declaring them unworthy to mingle 
their blood with the stream of Malek's existence, 
thus they perished amid the execrations of all ; mean- 
while, Zehca slowly regaining her senses, and look- 
ing wildly around, as if incredulous of the horrors 
she felt, arose, and gazed upon the deeply agi- 
tated cahph: 

" ' Ah ! prince,' she exclaimed, ' victim of hasty 
passion, how dost thou mar the fair and splendid 
characters of thy virtues, and incur years of sorrow, 
for moments of anger ! Greatly as your rank exalts 
you above man's judgment on eaith, know every drop 
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of this blood must be accounted for to yonr, and to 
hia judge ; a few moments,' she said, gazing on 
the pale features of him she loved, ' a few moments, 
and we mingle our fate as our hearts were united.' 
" Here the caliph, transported with grief and 
fear, drew near, as if to offer her consolation, when, 
loudly exclaiming — 'take warning by the ruin you 
have caused,' she drew a dagger, concealed in the 
folds of her robe, and, striidng it to her heart, she 
fell lifeless by the insensible remains of Malek! 
The caliph was inconsolable as he contemplated the 
Bad remains of two beings so adorned with youth 
and beauty. He shed many tears of bitter r^rel 
over the pallid forms of two so young, so fair, 
whose end waa so distressingly sad and mouixful, 
and enjoining Osman to honour their intennent 
with every magnificence, he had their bodies laid 
together in one grave, by the banks of the Tigris, 
near the Mosque of Tears. A costly mauHoleum, ct 
black polished marble, records the spot; and by 
the order of the caliph it is inscribed with their hap- 
less fate. There the faithful Osman repairs to shed 
the warm drops of friendship, and the caliph, 
m^ignonimous even in anger, forgetting the design 
of bereaving him of Zelica, in grief for her unhappy 
death, and the unjust condemnation of Malek, 
distinguishes Osman nith his favour and protectirai, 
and as often a» he floats on the surface of the 
Tigris, regards with pensive eye the gloomy record 
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of tile hapless pair, and honours tlieir memory witii 
his sighs." 

A pause followed, as the heart of Ashreff melted 
afresh at the conclusion of the misfortuoes of the 
ill-starred Malek ; the sun shot athwart the glade 
of emerald green with the radiance of its declining 
rays; the waters of the fountain fell in mur- 
muring melody, feeding tlie melancholy thoughts 
which engrossed their spirits, until Jaml exclaimed, 
with a sigh : 

" My heart mourns e^'eo as for a brother's fate. 
What thoughts of the future have not these few 
days renewed? Yes, Ashreff, they arise at your 
voice, which speaks to me of home, of kindred, and 
of sensations unfelt before. I also liave been 
brought hither by destiny, to learn that which it 
concerns the vizier of Kashmeer to know, disclosed 
in the cave, and even at the very hour that we met ; 
but such a tale must not intermix with the mournful 
lesson of Malek's destiny." 

" Bight, Jami, and while fate evolves our trials 
and dangers, consider Ashreff as your brother; for 
such, from the moment that you issued from the 
cave, Ashreff was prepared to greet you. Some- 
thing spake of love fraternal, which a few days, or 
perhaps Iiours, may disclose, far more important to 
my soul than any intelligence you can reveal. Al- 
ready my ears have heard of midnight plots, of the 
cave assemblage. My papers, brought with the 
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orders of Rockn-ed-din, told of such projects ; but 
enough of them when the toil of state calls us hence. 
Now will we snatch from Time a few precious hours, 
and to-morrow, in this calm and sweet retreat, 
discourse upon your dangers and reminiscences of 
the past; either my heart belies me, or we shall 
find our thread of destiny the same. Amid every 
pressure of toil, Jami, recal to mind that the 
patience, whereby we bear up against adv^sity, 
receives the applause of man; but the patience^ 
whereby we abstain from evil, when by its com- 
mission we could gratify the passions of our soul, is 
the most precious in the sight of Allah, and such 
was Jamfs struggle in the caves of Babylon."" 

The vizier of Kashmeer retired to the children 
of his love, and the noble Jam! to reflect upon the 
woes which he had heard. Poor children of the 
dust ! each esteeming the morrow as his own, as if 
the harbinger of light would open on their hopes 
and designs, as unchanged as when his evening 
beams dipped beneath the mantle of night. Insect 
of an hour ! how are thy movements hastened <mi- 
ward, checked, or for ever stopped, by a thousand 
unseen imperceptible threads, which wind around, 
and although seemingly fragile as the gossamer, 
yet prove of adamantine strength to bind men to 
their consequences. 

Now, the lay of the East has to seek the ai- 
chanter, and his victim Adalia, weeping, mangled. 



KARMATH. 341 

and hopeless^ in the horrors of Babylon^s dread 
caverns, holding forth his hands for succour. — But 
here must we pause, leaving Hassun, now tri- 
umphing in his power, to exult in his mountain 
fastnesses, while his great foe, the caliph Hariin, 
occupies a grave in lOiorassan; — the last con- 
cluding scenes of Harutf s life, and the fortunes of 
the terrific Hassun, are indeed intertwined with the 
lost Adalia, and the not less threatened existence 
of Ashreff. These still remain for our record, 
and these will pourtray the mysterious tissue of 
circumstances, which knit them and Jam! to the 
destinies of the East. « 



LONDON : 

JAM£S BULLOCK, PRINTER, LOMBARD-STREET, WHITEFRIARS. 



RAMESES.— iln Egyptian Tale. 

With Historical Notes of the Era of the Pharaohs. 

*' Les Egyptiens sont let premiers oa Ton ait sa let regies du goarerw- 
ment. Ceite nation grave et seriense connut d*abord la vraie fin de k 
politique, qai est de rendre la Tie commode, et les penples heareoz."— 
Boituei HuMre Univtntlle, Tonne II. 

In 3 vols, post 8vo. price IL lis. 6cL bds. 

O. B. Whittaker, Ave Maria Lane, and C. F. Cock, 21, Fleet 
Street 



MEMORANDA 

On the Egyptian Tomb Exhibited by M. Belzoni. 
1 vol. post 8vo. prioe is. 
6. B. Whittaker, Ave Maria Lane, and C. F. Cock, 21, Fleet 



Street. 



BY C. P. COCK, 21, FLEET STREET. 



The POETICAL SOUVENIR. Bj Ksmsett and Geokge 
Read Dixon. Crown Bvo. bds. price lOi. ftt Ornamented 
with an elegaDtly engraved Frontispiece, and 43 beautifully de. 
signed Woad.cuta by Snt rate Aitials. 
"This iiapleuing add gruefal little Tolume; ilioet not to b< suie con. 

It il stiictlj a ■ SoBveoir.' a remcmbnnce, ind mij filly be uud as • pre- 
SCQt from DM nbMil fiiead Id BdOlher! a token ol a&cIiDn capable of 
excilinf binder CbDngiitA and lioppy leatllectioiis. Wt must not omit to 
iDpatlDU, Itiat the work is pleasantly omamenled by Beveial wood-CDta,*' — 

•• Wilbout baling any titeteniioiis to tbe higliei valks of poetry, Ibis li 

the Kaaan ; prettily omanieiitEd by a fiodlispiece, varied by beautiful little 
etchings, line WDiea paper, and a neat outeide. Sach is the Souieolr."— 
Literary Gttittts. 

A Catalogue of a SELECT LIBRARY OP BOOKS The 

Select Library of the late Rev. Matthew Skinner, Id excellent 
condition and bindings ; cajosisting of Works on Divinity, History, 
Belles Letires, aiid Ecclesiastical History, including the Annual 
R^ter, 1758 to 1794, 37 vols. ; Chalmers" Biographical Die 
tionary, 32 vols, bound up in 16 ; Ficarl's Religious Ceremonies, 
e vols, folio; Rapin's England, with Heads, Monuments, 
Coins, and Maps, S vols. foL ; Encyclopedia Briiannica, 26 vols. 
4to., &c &c. Choice Boohs of Flints, and scveial Portraits in 
Oils. May be viewed, and Catalogues had at Mi. C. F. Cock's, 
21, Fleet Street. 



jMt Published, by C. F. Cock, 21, FUei Street, 

m 

OBSERVATIONS on the BIBLE, by a Clergymak of 
TBE Church of England. To be published in Numbers 
once a Fortnight.' Nos. ly 2, 3 and 4, are ready for delivery, 
price Three-pence each. 

" The accompanying ObaenratiMa are iatended chiefly for Young Persooi, 
and others, who may want the means or the leisure to peruse more extensi¥e 
works on the subject. 

** It has been the care of the Author to answer the usual objections brongfat 
by the Infidel against the Scriptures, without bringing them forward as such, 
and thereby raising doubts which might otherwise have had no existence. 

** He has studiously avoided any elucidation other than that derived finom 
' corresponding passages ; and his chief endeavour has been, to make the Word 
of God its own Interpreter. 

** If these Observations should be honoured by the approbation and oi- 
conragement of the Clergy, and others disposed to aid the Author's designs, 
it is his intention to carry them on throughout the whole of the Sacred Yo> 
lame ; and a Number will appear once a Fortnight^ price Three-pence." 



The BATHS of BAGNOLE, or the JuvoiUe MiscellaQy, 
with 3 pretty Lithographic Views. Royal ISmo. half bouDd, 
price 3«. 

" A pleasant little story book for Children, inculcating moral duties and 
good feelings in an agreeable manner, and interspersed with stories gathered 
in Travelling on the Continent.'*— Xi/^ary Gazette. 



SONG TO DAVID. Written in Imitation of Smart, by the 
Rev. William Bullock, Missionary of Trinity, Newfound- 
land. 12mo. sewed, price Is, 



' In a few Days, in 8to. boaids, price IGv. 

LEX PAROCHIALIS, or a Compendium of the Laws re- 
lating to Parish Matters, including Adjudged Cases on Parochial 
Settlements, to the end of the Seventh Parliam^t of the United 
Kingdom, in the Seventh Year of the Reign of King Gkorge the 
Fourth. By Wm. Robinson, Esq. L.L.D. of the Middle 
Temple, Author of " The Magistrates* Pocket Book." 

" The poor multiply in a rich country because they do not support the 
burthen of society, but are themselves the burthen."— ifoislra^iiieK. 



